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On Monday Feb. 9th The British Ladies of Amman 
most graciously visited two factories in Zerka: Eagle 
Distilleries Co. and M.M. Haddad & Sons Co. The 
group toured both adjacent factories to observe first- 
.hand how the various finished products are manu- 
factured. 

At M.M. Haddad & Sons, the fadies saw how potato 
chips are made from fresh potatoes and they also 
viewed the corn curls plant. The group then went on 
to observe how various make-up. perfumery and cot- 
ton items are produced. 

At Eagle Distilleries, the British ladies toured the car- 
bon dioxide (C02), dry ice and alcohol plants. They 
observed the production of arak and pure medical al- 
cohol along with the bottling of various types of alco- 
holic beverages. 

The ladies had many interesting questions to ask fac- 
tory personnel about every aspect of production. The 
tour ended with light snacks for all before the group 
depa rated back to Amman. 


rJ - Vi: « ii, 

The Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology at 
Yarmouk University invites applications for the foll- 
owing openings. 

1- Faculty members specialised in the following 
areas: 

— Islamic Archaeology 
— Classical Archaeology 
— Epigraphy (Semitic Language) 

— Physical Anthropology 
— Cognitive Anthropology 

Requirements: Ph.D holders and 2-years teaching 
experience preferred and field experience. 

2- Teaching and Research Assistant. 
Requirements: M.A. with distinction. 

Applications with full curriculum vitae, co- 
pies of all degrees, three letters of . recom- 
mendation, and two publications (for fa- 
culty members only) — None of the above- 
will be returned — should be sent not later 
than April 1, 1987, to: 

Academic Staff Affairs Division, Yarmouk 
University, Jrbld — Jordan. 
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Jordan has an essential role 


By Maha Zabaneh 

Special to the Star 

DURING A lecture last week at the 
Amman Plaza Hotel on "Jordan 
and Stability in the Middle East," 
the US ambassador to Jordan Mr 
Paul Boeker reaffirmed that his 
country does not intend to take 
any military action against Leba- 
non. 

Answering a question on the 
presence of the American armada 
in the Mediterranean, he added 
that the US seventh fleet is nor- 
mally stationed in the Medit- 
erranean and that it is a symbol of 
American policy and rule in the re- 
gion but does not imply any action 
against Lebanon. 

At the lecture, organized by the 
American University of Beirut 


Alumni Club, the ambassador 
underlined Jordan's stabilizing role 
in the region which he said is 
clearer to outsiders than it is lu 
the citizens of the Kingdom. Me 
stated that the problem of the dis- 
placed Palestinians would have 
been unmanageable for the Arabs 
without Jordan's role which is ess- 
ential for any negotiations on the 
Palestinian problem. 

Answering a question on 
whether the United Slates has 
any commitment from Israel not to 
further transfer American arms to 
Iran, he said that he is not aware 
of such a commitment but that 
there is a legal obligation between 
Washington and Israel for non- 
transference of American arms 
without the proper approval. He 
added that in case of violations. 
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IS REQUIRED 

BY A Contractor. We are seeking an R.I.C.S. qualified, 
experienced and self-motivated person who can be re- 
sponsible for contract administration, claims procedures, 
and cost control on a variety of building and civil en- 
gineering projects. 

Please reply with a curriculum vitae to: P.O. Box: 
19170 Amman 

All replies will be treated in confidence. 
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The Natural Resources Authority requires the services 
of an onshore Drilling Rig with its crew to conduct deep 
exploratory drilling and completion of different wells in 
Ri 9 should be capable of drilling to a depth of 
5000 m with 5 inch drill pipe. 

The Rig will be contracted for one year with possible ex- 
tension for further terms. 

Tender documents could be purchased from the Pro- 
curement and Contracting Division of N.R.A. at the 
aghth Circle for 150.- J.D. upon presenting registered 
certificates from Ministry of Industry and Commerce and 
the authorized professional licenses. Foreign firm could 
obtain the tender documents through their agents in Jor- 
dan, and should represent their registra- 
tion certificates In their countries duly. 

Closing date of Tender is March 15th at 10 AM. 

A bid bond equivalent to 5% of total amount of pro- 
posal is required as a bank guarantee and/or Endor- 
sement cheque Issued by local bank In Jordan. 

Director 
Eng. K. Jrelsat 
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the US tias the right to 
sanctions on Israel. 

On the international psacecfiv" 
Jerence and Middle East p£ 
the ambassador noted that h, 
government favours a comnieii 
sivo peace based on UN resolZ 
242 and 338 and that £R- 
dudu all parties to the conflict u.' 
added that his countty L n ' ! 
against Soviet participation in tt» 
peace conference, but that M& 
scow, should demonstrate good- 
faith. , 

Commenting on the issue, an at- 
tendant wondered why the Amen. ; 
can government imposes condi. ■ 
tions on the PLO to relinquish' 
violence and on the Soviet Uiw 
to demonstrate good faith, whfei- 
fails to impose checks on lsr» } 
for the convening of an Inlet.' 
national peace conference on ibj 1 
Middle East. The ambassador i«. ■ 
plied that an international peace: 
conference required on Israeli par' [ 
ticipation, the revitalization of is- ^ 
rael's acceptance of resolute-; 
242. \ 

Explaining US policy toward;: 
Iran, he said that Tehran i$ c*. 
strategic importance to theUniled- 
States and added that there v/asi' 
belief among American leaders* 
that the current Iranian regime! 
hostile to all American interests, q 
already in a state of transition ad i 
that It is important to try to esta- ; 
blish relations with influenclal for- : 
ces that might be key ones in the 
‘ next government. Quoting pre - 1 
sident Ronald Reagan, he sad 1 
that it did not work, and that tfe \ 
US will not supply any more arm . 
to Iran. 

On US-Jordanian relations and j 
American assistance to Jordan, he ] 
said that his country will not be 
able to maintain this year's level d 
financial assistance to Jordan J 
which amounted to $100 mlSon: 
because of pressures on the fore- j 
ign assistance budget by the Con- : 
gross. He added however that the r 
US will grant Jordan techmcd t 
assistance to encourage private r 
sector enterprise, assistance t 
technological transfer and man- 
agement development, so aa ,a ? 
"prepare Jordan for an era in j 
which private capital will be entts , 
for your success," he said. t 


students to 
contact 
embassy 

AMMAN (Star) — The Indian 
embassy in Jordan has «’ 
quested Jordanian student 
Interested In pursuing studios. J 
India on salf financing basis in 
engineering, medicine 
pharmacy courses during 
1987-88 academlo year, * 
contact the official In charge® 

! the embassy, which la locate, 
at the First Circle, near Mainaj 
hospital at Jabal Amman .njj 
9-16 February between m 
am- 12:00 noon, They ehowj 
come with attaatad ateteiwj 
of marks. Only students i 
aggregrate . mark6 of 78 - -P.l, 
cent and above In their TWjj 
examination would be conito 
ered for admlsslpn ; .- 
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King Hussein in 

Damascus ** 

• His Majesty King Hussein ar- -%a| j | 

rived in Syria last Tuesday and • ^ i ' w 

held a closed door meeting with “ 

President Hafez At Assad at the 
Presidential Palace. ^ ym 

King Hussein was seen off by 
His Royal Highness Crown Prince f 
Hassan, the Regent. His Royal .*% r wH| 

Highness Prince Abdullah, Upper 
House Speaker of Parliament, Ah- 
mad Al Lawziy Lower House "dM f 

Speaker Akef Al Fayez, Armed 
Forces Chief General Sharif Zaid 
Ibn Shaker, cabinet members, and 
senior civil and military officials. 

The talks with the Syrian pre- 
sident focused on the Gulf war. 
the Lebanese-Syrian reconcilia- . . . . . . 

tion the area’s latest develop- Ms Majesty King Hussein being welcomed by Pre- 
merits and the current situation in sident Assad on arrival In Damascus 
the Middle East. Prime Minister 

Zaid Rifai also held a separate ria's Prime Minister and reviewed boost co-operation between the 
round of talks with Dr Kasm. Sy- bilateral relations and ways to two countries. 



Queen Nor visits 
Institute 

Her Majesty Queen Noor last Sa- 
turday visited the Institute for 
Child Health and Development in 
Sweileh, established in 1986 by 
the Noor Al Hussein Foundation in 
co-operation with Rada Barnen 
(the Swedish Save the Children 
Organization). 

Queen Noor toured the insti- 
tute's three operational units for 
mother and child health care, child 
development and research and 
documentation. She was briefed 
on the Institute's programmes 
which assess the physical and 
psycho-social development of 
children under the age of six and 
offer treatment and counselling as 
well as Instruction to families 
about new diagnostic and preven- 
tive measures. 

Queen Noor discussed with the 
staff the present plan of action 
and future projects at the Institute 
which include the establishment of 
a mobile unit to spread the Insti- 
tutes' new health monitoring tech- 
niques and treatment methods by 
offering workshops and training 
courses. It also consists of health 
education and media unit which 
will develop educational and Infor- 


mational material for health wor- 
kers and parents about the early 
detection, prevention and treat- 
ment of child disabilities. 

Minister of Health Mr Zaid Ham- 
zeh discussed the mfnisiry's en- 
thusiastic support for the insti- 
tute's goal to develop primary 
health care techniques and treat- 
ment methods. Mrs. In'am Al Mufti 
and members of the national pre- 
paratory committee of the Institute 
were present. 

Prime Minister reviews 
achievements 

• The Prime Minister, Mr Zaid Ri- 
fai met last Monday with ca- 
binet members, ministries' secre- 
taries. and „ unjjw- 

secretaries, governors, the Chief 
Islamic justice and the directors 
general of various governmental 
departments and institutions. 

Mr Rifai reviewed the principles 
constituting the starting point for 
any action or effect towards 
achieving the goals, national and 
pan-Arab that were outlined in the 
King’s letter of appointment to 
him. He reviewed Jordan's role In 
the Arab League, the Organization 
of Islamic Conference, the Non- 
aligned movement and the UN. He 
further reiterated the Kingdom s 


firm stands toward the Palestinian 
problem, the Iran-lraq war and the 
Lebanese conflict. 

The Prime Minister listed major 
government achievements in dif- 
ferent fields, economy, social af- 
fairs and administration. In the lat- 
ter field Mr. Rifai reviewed the re- 
lations among government depart- 
ments and the new civil service 
system, and emphasized the 
necessity of abandoning routine 
and adopting flexible management 
policies. 

PM receives message 

Prime Minister Zaid Rifai has 
received a message from the de- 
ported mayor of Jerusalem, Mr 
Rawhi Al Khatib, expressing ap- 
preciation for the government's 
decision to grant pensions to em- 
ployees of the Arab Jerusalem 
Municipality who refused to work 
under or oo-oparate with the Is- 
raeli authorities. Mr Khatib, who 
was deported by the Israeli au- 
thorities following the annexation 
of the holy city, has since been liv- 
ing in Amman. 

The government appointed Hi- 
gher Committee for the affairs of 
the occupied territories had earlier 
announced the allocation of JD 
76,000 to cover pensions for Arab 


Unicef aims at breakthrough 


By Haya Hussein! 

Star Staff Writer 

BACK RECENTLY from a trip to 
North Africa and Iraq, Unicef's Re- 
Qlonal Director for the Middle East 
and North Africa, Mr Richard Reid 
nsld a press conference in Amman 
last Monday to give a brief ac- 
count on ’how kids ’.were farlngVes. 
ne put It, In those parts of the 
world. ■ 

.With Mr Reid was Mr Karim 
~ : npu ri, Unicef's representative In - 
Djibouti, where according to Mr 
' u? /conditions are tough', and 
; 'Where B 1 ' children's Immunization! 
campaign . took place during the- 
months of December arid January. 
vYi WPafon ■ against ' children's 

• finer disease was, In spite of. a, 

. temporary crisis, •'speotacularly , .■ 
•wpceaefui/ ./ 

• ; Ji* ’^ launched' Jri Djibouti (pb- : 
fiction approximately 400,000) 
: U£! r , 9 ! the Average per capita Iri- , 

Jess than $200. per per - 1 
SLOT V 0ar ‘ This . time, . a qua- 

• tw 8 , nt ' vacclne DPTp:vvas used. 
I, 8 te A vaccine for four different : 

i jseased - < namely: L. dlptherla. 

' "looping cough, tetanus and po- 
. , ■ •: 

: . Jl was 'the tetanus toxide shot, ; 


however, Intended for both mother 
and child, which gave rise to the 
reluctance, on the part of the 
women to get Immunized. It was 
rumoured that this Injection was 
Intended to sterilize woman al- 
together: the result was they kept 
, fiercely away. 

Five days Into the campaign and 
those concerned had reason, to 
worry. It was not until the wife of 
Djibouti's . President-. , Hassan 
Gouled Aptidbn appeared on r te!e- 
vlsion, and was heard on the fadlo 
denying the rumours and. encou- 
raging women to vaccinate them- 
selves and their children, ttydt the 
/tide' turned. Mothers theri willingly 
approached .the vaccinating , cen- 
:tre? and the 1 campaign, was able to 
= run smoothly. ■. ■. 


.Mr Reid stressed that 92 per 
cent was the coverage level for 
the quadrivalent vaccine. Eighty- 
seven per cent coverage for the 
major killer disease — measles — 
and 94 per cent coverage for the 
tetanus toxide shot; the highest 
ever achieved in the. world. 

Mr Reid spoke of h national Im- 
munization campaign soon to be 
launched In: Morocco: Unicef's Ex- 
ecutive Director James Grarit has 
already met with King Hassan h to 
arrange, for this campaign, where 
■ the Infant mortality rate IS a high 
10 per cent. Mr Grant has also 
. met with Egypt's Hosnl, Mubarak 
to prepare for, a ..similar campaign 
which IS expected td .Teach \ about . 
80 per cent of children by 23 July 
of this year. ' 1 ' ». : . J- ' . 


Jerusalem Municipality employees 
who are now without jobs. The for- 
mer mayor expressed support for 
the government and the Higher 
Committee and thanked them for 
their efforts to help the Arab peo- 
ple of Jerusalem and Palestinians 
living under Israeli rule. 

Delegation from Gaza 
strip meets minister 

• The Minister of Occupied 
Territories, Mr Marwan Dudin 
chaired a business meeting in his 
office on last Monday which in- 1 
eluded former Mayor of Gaza, Mr 
Rashad Shawa who is heading a 
delegation of a number of officials 
to the ministry. Mr Dudin wel- 
comed the delegation and said 
that the Jordanian government, 
under the directives of His 
Majesty King Hussein, gives parti- 
cular attention to Gaza Strip and 
supports the steadfastness of its 
people on their land in resisting 
the Zionist plans and the hard 
economic conditions they are suf- 
fering from. 

Mr Rashad Shawa voiced his 
gratitude on behalf of the Gazans 
to King Hussein for his efforts and 
support on different occasions 
which aim at helping the Pales- I 
tin Ian people in their struggle j 
against the Israeli occupation. The < 
delegation then outlined the Gaza 
Strip's needs and urgent projects i 
to be carried out in the fields of 
education, agriculture, housing, 
health, and handicrafts Industries. 
The ministry had already allocated 
JD 1.6 million for schemes in the 
Gaza Strip. 

Potash export on the in- 
crease 

• The Arab Potash Company 
(ARC) last year, produced a total 
of 1.103 million tonnes of potash 
all of which was exported to differ- 
ent countries, APC Director Gen- 
eral All Nsour announced last Sun- 
day. 

Ha said that APC was esta- 
blished in 1982 and that year pro- 
duced 14,000 tonnes, rising to 
287,000 tonnes in 1983, 488,000 
tonnes in 1984, and 908,000 ton- 
nes in 1986. This year, APC ex- 
pects to produce 1.4 million ton- 
nes of potash and contracts have 
been already signed for marketing 
this year's production, Mr Nsour 
added. ' He added that Jordan's 
potash, mined near the southern 
tip of the Dead Sea, is being ex- 
ported to India, China, Brazil, 
France, Malaysia, Indonesia, Tai- 
wan, Japan, Tunisia, New Zealand, 
and a number of Latin American 
nations. 

Together with locally-produced 
phosphates, potash can malce 
some of the best fertilizers for 
agriculture and the two products 
form a basic element In Jordan's 
national economy. Mr Neour said 
r that the past three years have 
. proved that the Kingdom's potash 
3 Is of high quality and capable of 
- competing on international mar- 
3 kata with those of other countries. 


ibility of the Ministry of Agriculture 
offering veterinary medicines to 
the group. The meeting also dis- 
cussed the obtaining of statistics 
from the Ministry of Agriculture on 
the number of horses in the coun- 
try with a view of drawing up a 
permanent record of horse 
breeders who are entitled to bene- 
fit from the society's services in 
the future. The society's adminis- 
trative board, formed at the begin- 
ning of this year, is chaired by 
Princess Alia. 

Jordanian-Palestlnian 

meeting 

The Minister of Occupied Territo- 
ries Affairs. Mr. Marwan Dudin 
said last Saturday that the meet- 
ing by the Jordanian-Palestlnian 
committee for supporting the 
steadfastness of the Palestinian 
people living in the occupied terri- 
tories has been postponed to next 
week, because of previous com- 
mitments by the members. Mr Du- 
din stated that the meeting was 
postponed for one week because 
some members were attending the 
Arab Economic and Social Council 
meetinqs in Saudi Arabia. 

The meeting in Amman will be 
the first of its kind since Jordan 
broke off political co-ordination 
with the leadership of the Pales- 
tinian Liberation Organization 
(PLO) a year ago. Mr Khalil Al Wa- 
zlr, the PLO's deputy military 
commander, is expected to attend 
the meeting. It will be his first visit 
to Jordan since last July. 

Cabinet decisions 
tackled 

A meeting at the prime ministry to 
discuss measures related to a 
series of cabinet decisions aimed 
at controlling public expenditures 
and Increasing revenues on cus- 
tom duties, adopted last Sunday, 
was chaired by Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai and attended by several 
ministers. 

The government's decisions 
raised import duties by 20-30 fils 
per pack on local cigarrettes and 
50 fils per pack on imported ci- 
garettes. Ready-made wear and 
alcoholic beverages are up by 10 
per cent. There was an Increase In 
production fees on locally-produc- 
I ed reinforced iron bars and white 
cement. The increase on white 
1 cement is JD 7.200 per tonne. 

A cabinet statement said that 
these measures were taken to 
support the national economy and 
- that further measures were under 
| consideration .to impose tighter 
control on current public expendi- 
, ture. Jordan's JD .1.Q18 billion 
1 budget for 1987 aims to bridge Its, 
* JD 39 million deficit through loans, 
r- 
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The Ministry of Interior ■ has .In- . :.. 
structed the Passports Depart- ? Jjfj-j®/ 
ment to make arrangements for 
facilitating the Issue - and /renewal . fjifej. 

of passports lor Weat -Bank elk’ 
tizens and to facilitate. procedures. ‘ ■ >! 
for West Bankers trying To obtain . 
civil registration oards and birth 
certificates.. West , Bank citizens : 'is! 
wishing to obtain civil registration 
cards or ppespgrts have tg finalize ' wwSflj 
procedures . first with . accredited “ Ma 
officials , <in the West iBank who l 
have, been appointed for. this pyr*- ••• 

. pose, ; •••••.. '■ 


Princess Alla chairs a 
meeting 

• Her Royal Highness Princess 
Alia last Sunday chaired a meeting 
of the administrative board of the 
Royal Jordanian Society of Horse 
■ Breeders. The meeting dlacussed^ 
the' services which' the'.-. society 
renders to breeders and thy pose- 
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‘Go for exports’ — says chamber director A story of success — the pharmaceuticals 


By Pam Dougherty 
Special to The Star 

AS A developing country with a 
small domestic market, poor re- 
sources and an unstable political 
setting, Jordan hardly seams a 
promising location for industrial 
development, but Amman Cham- 
ber of Industry Director General 
Mohamed Jaber believes it has 
good prospects If the industries 
are chosen carefully. 

At present most of Jordan's 
small and medium sized industries 
produce import substitution goods 
and while Mr Jaber believes this Is 
necessary to establish the coun- 
try's industrial base, he says, ex- 
port oriented industries are the 
key to a successful, long-term in- 
dustrialization. 

He suggests the pharmaceutical 
Industry is an example of what 
can be done. In the past 10 years, 
at least five Jordanian phar- 
maceutical companies have suc- 
ceeded In establishing themselves 
both in the local market and as ex- 
orters throughout the Arab 
’orld. 




The industry's strength, he 
says, lies in the fact that it is run 
by educated personnel who are 
practising what they know and the 
computer software industry could 


enjoy the same advantages. There 
are now 30 software companies in 
Jordan and a number of them are 
working on modifying personnel 
computers and developing Arabic 
language software which would be 
exportable to other Arab states. 

The chemical industry, which in- 
cludes prastics, detergents and 
cosmetics, also has potential for 
generating exports to the Arab 
World. Companies are already 
producing a range of goods from 
raw materials available either in 
Jordan itself or from Saudi Arabia 
and once again Jordan has the 
edge over most of its Arab neigh- 
bours when It comes to the availa- 
bility of skilled personnel for deve- 
lopment work. 

Mr Jaber would also like to see 
a greater government role in sup- 
porting research and development 
work so that local industries can 
move beyond just copying the re- 
sults of the research efforts of the 
developed world. But it is not only 
the Arab World that Mr Jaber sees 
as offering good prospects for 
Jordanian exporters. He points out 
that as developing country, Jordan 
enjoys certain privileges in both 
the US and the EEC markets for 
the sale of categories of manufac- 
tured items, which they are no lon- 
ger so interested In producing 


• Jordan has good pro- 
spects if industries are 
carefully chosen, 

• Export oriented in- 
dustries are the key. 

• The nation has the 
edge over most Arab 
countries because of 
skilled personnel. 

• The Kingdom enjoys 
privilages In both the 
US and EEC markets. 

• Embassies should 
devote attention to eco- 
nomic activity. 

• Monopolies only 
push down the quality 
of products. 

themselves. He believes that East 
Asian countries are doing a better 
job than Jordan in taking advant- 
age of these privileges. 


He quotes textile m.iniiLictiii<‘is 
as an example. The kingdoms tex- 
tile industry is organized largely 
on a cottage industry basis but is 
quite strong and the two Ian. jest 
companies have developed good 
sales to the army as well as t* ■ 
Iraq and Egypt. It is only loiontly 
however that manu f acini i.-rs have 
begun to tap tire US market and 
they are still not well organized in 
assessing market possibilities and 
formalities. Despite these textile, 
exports to the US in 1986 weio 
worth $10 million and the figure is 
expected to rise to $20 million in 
1987. 

What Mr Jaber would like to sm; 
is a strong government effort to 
market the Jordanian economy 
and to promote its Industries He 
believes that the country's em- 
bassies should devote as much 
attention to economic as to politi- 
cal activity. They should help to 
promote Jordan as a safe place 
for investment. He does not want 
to see foreign companies simply 
selling brand names to local com- 
panies; he wants them to particip- 
ate In the equity of companies 
here and in the effective transfer 
of technology to the country. 

In general, however, Mr Jaber is 
not personally in favour of govern- 
ment protection of industry 
through the banning of foreign im- 


Hi- s.iys, some protects ** 
My !-’«■ '"■c.-ssmy | 0 help a ’^ . 


mdiKd.y U-turn*, established £ 1 
‘K’lii'i.illy, he believes. monopofe ; 
.'il- lMd for the consumer and 1 

Push down thr quality of prodwi 

'' w, “ lKJ profw lo see comeL 
bon iit.mil. iini>d so that thefi 
h.m i.t.MK o and the manulac. 
tm-'i !■ *1 i.'i'd lu kuep up hlsslan- 
■ lord'., Hr nnied that where Jorda. 
nun maiuil.icturors bring out a 
qu.'N'V J....J.ICI Ihey do boon 
OKt.iblislird in the market. 

I hu Ammon Chamber of Indus- 
try vms established in its present 
lorm in 1962 and now has 3000 
members; some 700 of them with 
10 or murr employees Its major J 
responsibility is to represent the 
irulustn.il sector in dealings md 
tin* wider community. 

It pruvidos consultations when 
new laws affecting industry are 
under consideration, participates 
in trade and industrial missions ■ 
and in marketing activities abroad , 
and in Jordan. 

On the local scene, the Cham- 
ber provides information on Indus- 
try for potential investors including 
statistics and recommendations • 
suitable sectors lor new invest- 
ment It also carries out certain • 
practical activities such as the iss- . 
uiny of certificates of origins for ■ 
local goods. 







More industrial cities could enhance economy 


Industrial miracle at Sahab 


By Frida Mdanat 
Special to The Star 

THE SAHAB Industrial Estate, 
eight kilometres to the south-west 
area of Amman with a tolal area of 
2,550 dunums accommodates 80 
different industries: food, medi- 
cine, electrical appliances, chemi- 
cals, Irons, wood and melal furni- 
ture. and solar systems. It has a 
work-force of 2,500 made up of 
labourers, engineers, technicians 
and administrators. 

Dr Fayez Sheimat. Director of 
the Jordan Industrial Estates Cor- 
poration (JIEC) In Sahab said that 
upon the completion of the 
project, it could accommodate 400 
industries and offer Job opportuni- 
ties to over 20,000 people. 

JIEC> established In 1980 with a 
budget of JD 12 million, is run by a 
12 member board of directors. It 
aims at encouraging and transfer- 
ring industries to industrial 'cities’ 
by offering financial, technical and 
administrative assistance to In- 


vestors. It would provide incen- 
tives and booBt some of the Indus- 
tries which could replace imported 
products. This move, sakJ Dr Zhel- 
mat. will contribute Immensely f n 
attracting more foreign exchange 
into Jordan, reduce unemployment 
and enhance the evolution of 
technology. 

JIEC In line with Its policies of 
encouragement, makes available 
the land which can ba rented or 
bought by investors at reasonable 
rates with payments on Iona and 
easy instalment basis. It offers all 
the necessary facilities such as 
water, sewerage and -electricity 
supplies to the industrialists within 
two weeks ol application to the 
Corporation, following his acquis I- 

r l'? v ® nl 'iconse from 
the Ministry of Industry and Trade 
The industrial estate also gives 
exemption in land, building taxes 

fnJ 88 f6 . eS and WOrks to 
protect the environment from poll- 
ution and other hazards caused by 


the Industries. 

Tb ® Sahab Industrial city, a 
[" odel for , future industrial 'cities' 

lnH b ?rWw S ? b Shed A 9aba, Salt 
and irbld, is a comprehensive and 

complex facilities with supermar- 
ketS' banks, restaurants tele- 
phone and telex services. A Voca- 
tional training centre and a sec- 
ondary Industrial schools are also 
present. In terms of security It 
has police and public security 0 f- 
nces, an insurance company 
branch, offices for the Roval 

Labour** 0 Society and M *nlstry V of 

On the success of some of the 
industries. Dr Zhelmat said that 
more detailed and accurate- stu- 

Mt!w h0 h U,d bB made P ri0r ^ their 

?nn tn ih men f 8pecial| Y In reia- 
° the market forces. He ad- 

SS .Sj* efforts should be geared 
jj d f a m °re comprehensive In- 

JnS t iL a L 08 ? bliahmenta [n Jordan 
and in the Arab World. 


Slow steps to 
achievement 


By Frida Mdanat 

Special lo The Star 

THE PRODUCTION director 
of Arab Electrical Industries 
(AEI) at Sahab, which pro- 
duces electrical fittings and 
accessories according to 
International standards, Mr 
Immad Shamma, says that 
the AEI works on three shifts 
throughout 24 hours of the 
day. With a workforce of 70 
people, It produces three 
million pieces daily; 80 por 
cent of which Is exported to 
a number of Arab countries 
and the rest 20 por cent is 
earmarked for local markets. 

He is proud to say ‘Made In 
Jordan’, and contends that 
AEI would not havo achieved 
what it did without the assis- 
tance offered at the Sahab 
Industrial City. On the other 
hand, says Mr Shamma, 


'working In industry Is like 
growing an olive tree.' Thiele 
because, as he explains, 
ollvo trees need a lot of pa* 
tienco and protection before 
they start to give any yield. 

Ho hopes that the different 
relevant authorities in Jor- 
dan would bo more patient, 
co-operative and suppor- 
tive to Industrialists who 
strive for hotter facilities as 
far as problems in securing 
hank loans, guarantees, 
transportation and shipment 
of products oro concornea 
Thorn should also be deBpw 
consideration concerning 
taxation on Imported mat* 
orial for Industry on 
hand , and Imported goods 

for trade on the other. HO 
firmly believes, more govern- 
ment Incentives to proton 
and promote local Industry 
should be granted. 
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Grappling with high 
custom duties 

65 per cent tax on the iota 1 
lume of imported clothes. But 
the Increase in cuSt °^ 71oe r 
payments, they have to pay 
cent. In other words, cus « 
have no choice, but to go ' 
local stuff clothes. Clothes, . 
ever are as basic to human 

a9 He 0 added that thread, buWjjJ 
belts, materials and ev® 0 * e 0 is 
lors are being imported- ' ^ 

no real local manufacturing I 
for clothing materials. Wi,n ' | 5 
measures, the government nw 
protect the local l f’ d J Js .?L a* 
foreign competition; bi/L' ^ 
the government P rBt ®, H® 
local-ready- to-wear indue i j5 
added, ‘if I open a factory. ^ 
bound to be no protection ^ 
designs because once 
them and exhibit in my W ^ 
the whole country sdop my 
thereby bringing a decirn 
sales.' 


By Wafa Abdel-Hamld 

Special to The Star 

(S' °? E ® the recent cabinet 
decision to increase import duties 
on ready-made clothes by 10 per 
cent affect the public? I made 
™" ds °f a few Import -oriented 
boutiques to find out. Mixed reac- 
t'd 118 were drawn from some bu- 
sinessmen; some praised It, while 
others were very critical. 

.JD® 8 ® measures would mainly 
affect Jordanian customers,' said 
an owner of a boutique. 'Our vo- 
X 0 cj, ®alas would certainly be 
affected by such a decision.' He 
explained that as prices Increase 
the volume of sales tend to de- 
crease. Naturally, there must ba a 
raise in pnees as worldwide In- 
creases on materials and ready- 
made clothes have already been 
accomplished. y 

He added that before the deci- 
sion, boutique owners were paying 


By Venita Maudsley 

Special lo The Star 

THE Arab Centre lor Phmmaeeuli- 
cais and Chemicals is unique in 
that it is the only firm in the whole 
ol the Arab World which manufne- 
luras capsules for the phnrnuc ou- 
tic-Bl industry. The Company w.is 

established in 198*1 ,md the c.ips- 

ule plant went into operation in 
November 1985. 

The factory is located in Am- 
man's Industrial Estate on the A/- 
raq Road. The Managing Dm?< tui. 
Mr Adnan Faraj. who was horn in 
Nazareth, has worked fur some 
years in Kuwait as a hospital phar- 
macist and later here in Jordan a 1 ., 
a production manager in a phar- 
maceutical plant. It was then that 
he realized that there was a aresat 
need in this part of the world lor a 
capsule-manufacturing plant, as 
previously, all capsules had to be 
imported usually from the USA. 

The factory was purpose-built, 
as it is of extreme importance to 
have a controlled environment. For 
instance, the temperature and hu- 
midity must remain at a constant 
level at all times. The machinery is 
ultra-modern and very sophis- 
ticated. 

The gelatin, which is the basic 
ingredient of capsules, is imported 
from Australia. Belgium, England. 
France and West Germany. It is 
100 per cent beef-derived. No 
pork gelatin is used; a fact which 
should be appreciated throughout 
the Muslim world. The other basic 


ingredient, water, is purified by a 
deionizing pr.ocess of reverse os- 
mosis. The colours of the capsules 
are chosen by the clients and the 
dyes used are all npproved by the 
food and drug administration in 
Amorii.a. 

"hiilhnbar" is the brand-name 
of the enormous machine which is 
the nervi'-ivnlrn of the tnvnonrn- 
ont:il-uMitrol system. It keeps the 
mr temperature and humidity at 
tin- 1 0(11111 i.'d level, it also sterilizes 
the ;iii, chemically, thus preventing 
bcictuMiil contamination. 

Piuduction begins by the weigh- 
ing of gelatin and additives ac- 
cord my to a master formula. They 
are pul into a gulalin-melter which 
also removes air -bubbles After 
this they are transferred to 
'feed-tanks where the colours are 
added. Alter prolonged mixing, the 
feud tanks are connected to the 
production machines. In these ma- 
chines. hundreds of pin bars' are 
dipped into the gelatin. They are 
then spun to ensure uniform distri- 
bution after which they go through 
a series of low-temperature kilns 
where Ihey are set and dried. 

In another part of the machine 
the film is stripped from the pin 
bars, blades cut off the extra 
length and push-rods pul the two 
ends of the capsules together into 
the pre-locked position (later, 
when they are filled, they will be 
put into the locked position). There 
are four production machines 
which produce one million cap- 
sules each per day. 



Bader Rashid 

Photo by venita MBudsl&y 

Most customers wisn to nave 
their name stamped on the caps- 
ule. For this, CPC have a printing 
area where the words can be 
printed either vertically or horizon- 
tally on the capsule with edible 
Ink. 

In the sorting room, the cap- 
sules go through a series of str- 
ingent quality checks which con- 
form to US military standard 105. 
after which they are packed In 
boxes lined with aluminium. Throu- 
ghout production there are con- 
stant laboratory checks to ensure 
the absence of pathogenic bac- 
teria. Should the microbiologists 
deem it necessary then capsules 
are sterilized by means of 
ethylene oxide gas. 

In its first full year of production, 
the turnover of the ACPC: was 
over JD 500.000 and this year It is 
projected that that will rise to 
three-quarters of a million. In 
1986, 50 per cent of the produce 



At the gelatin melting machine 

was exported to Canada. Approxi- 
mately 15 per cent was purchased 
■in Jordan and the remaining 35 
per cent was exported to some 
Arab countries, Greece. Cyprus 
and Malaysia. The Marketing man- 
ager. Mr Bader Rashid, says that 


Photo by Venita Maudsley 

the company hopes to export to 
Western and Eastern Europe in 
the near future and also to North 
Africa. And they are at present 
seeking registration with the 
health authorities in the various 
countries. 


Promoting local products 


f! 


12 FEBRUARY 


By ibtisam Dababneh 
Special to The Star 

THE JORDANIAN Trade Corpora- 
tion Centre (JTCC), established in 
Ine year 1973, aims at promoting 
Jordanian exports and implement- 
irl 9 trade, and commercial 
agreements signed between Jor- 
dan and other Arab and friendly 
countries. The JTCC emerged as a 
result of the need to implement 
ina economic co-operation princi- 
ples as stated in the ArHb Eco- 
nomic Community's protocol. 

Towards this end, the JTCC has 
opened several branches and of- 
55 a number of Arab coun- 
to inform Arab citizens about 
“jjanan Industries and products. 
S 0 u, the8B Products compoto 
rfiS? ab y i With 0,h ® r foreign pro- 
gressed * ordan ' ai1 businessman 

alJfhiSP 0, on thQ othBr hi,nd ' 

S* cl| tos contacts between 
3 *S 5 rs J n the Arab countries 
whfinLw K |n 9 dom 's industrialists 
tjffS a Jord anlan trade exhi- 
p ' ace - Furthermore, It 
lha BP* and co-ordinates with 
T rade and Industry 
tatkm , nS!j and safe 9 u ard the repu- 
produ iMei 8 [® n dards of Jordanian 
Arab and foreign 
emDhnfi' 8 18 achieved through 
Slno Zi r 9 J he im Portance of Im- 
tive L,f nd mainta ining qualita- 

with the MSS 0 ' • in acc ordance 
lniBtry 8 required stan- 
T^atlon measurement policies. 

in 8 ,iI? C ba8 been very active 
aQreamInf m6ntin 9 commercial 
8 !S ned between Jor- 
with cnum S,atld .. Arabia, and with 
ria and OmL 68 S? Tunis - 'raq. Sy- 
have inrS?i an ' Jbeae agreements, 
dause8^hi°L a ed in them > clearly 
lrea^hoMiH Q kl 6ay that trad e cen- 
r ®atrfctBH 1 h® aalablished with a 

Hon. Oman ni S Un i t K Bt 0ach eKhibi ~ 
whi ch has flJ? the on| V country 
,0 sell < Permitted Jordan 

D 0 ^anent r ' ’SSrf"? Eaypt have 0 

°Pan to «L Jordanian exhibition 
m0n intarmh c and buslneas- 
^ daaWrftJP ai B nin 9 commer- 
5 ' J TCC Is currently atu- 



Local products, they compete with international ones 


dying Iho possibility of opening 
another permanent Jordanian tr- 
ade contre In Syria and Tunisia. 
The exhibition in Sudan, duo to dif- 
ficult circumstances which the 
nation is going through, was su- 
spended. But nn official source 
has assured that It would soon be 
opened again to the public. 

All the JTCC's branches and of- 
fices in the other countries are 
supervised by a number of eco- 
nomic attaches assigned by the 
Ministry of Trade and Industry to 
carry out certain responsibilities. 
These are: to facilitate the 

process of contacts and to streng- 
then them between the private 
sectors in the respective coun- 
tries; to Improve and promote 
commercial exchange between 
Jordan and other countries and to 
provide new markets for the Jor- 
danian products. Besides this, the 
attaches are considered the ‘con- 
necting chain' between expor- 
ters and importers. 

The Jordanian private sector is 
very active and comptent' but 'one 
factor among many others that 
has caused the current recession 
In the local market is the unavaila- 
bility of feasibility studies needed 
when establishing a new industry. 
In other words, as an economist 
added 'one can find so many In- 
dustries established which pro- 
duce exactly the same products 
not only in Jordan but In the rest 


of the Arab World.' He commented 
that the concerned authorities 
should reconsider the local market 
in the aspects of what products 
are needed and what products are 
in surplus. 

According to another Industrial- 
ist who has participated In a num- 
ber of Jordanian exhibitions held 
in the Arab and European coun- 
tries, the only product attractive lo 
the European community was the 
traditional Jordanian handicrafts, 
especially souvenirs made from 
olive wood and shells. These are 
in addition to rugs and embroid- 
ered textile. 

The JTCC is run by an adminis- 
trative council made up of the pri- 
vate and public sectors such as, 
the Ministry of Trade and Industry,' 
Amman Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry, all participating in 
providing full support for the JTCC 
to achieve its objectives in pro- 
moting local Industries and pro- 
ducts. thereby helping consider- 
ably to improve Jordan's economy. 

Recent statistics Issued by the 
Amman Chamber of Industry show 
ed Jordanian exports during the 
year 1986 were as follows: 

— Jordanian exports to Iraq are 
valued at JD 44,450.870, com- 
pared to JD 742.788.70 in the 
1986. Exports to Iraq included lea- 
ther, chemical, plastic products as 
well as agricultural and foodstuff 
products. 


Government incentives 
aid private efforts 


By Mutale Chilangua 

Special to The Star 

LOCAL INDUSTRY In Jordan to- 
day is a far cry from what it was 
In the 50’s and the 60's defi- 
nitely. This view Is Bhared by Dr 
Akram Karmoul, Director of In- 
dustry at the Ministry of Indus- 
tries and Trade. Like all deve- 
loping countries, there Is room 
for improvement In Jordan's in- 
dustrial sector. Encouragement 
of local industry began with 
concessions being granted to 
firms who dealt with cement, 
potash, tannery and vegetable 
oils. 

Every country desires to lower 
its dependence on the Importa- 
tion of products that could be 
produced locally and this coun- 
try Is no exception. So far, sev- 
eral laws have been established 
to encourage local industry 
namely: Encouragement of In- 
dustry Law which offers tax ex- 
emptions for about seven to 12 
years. 

Under the Industrial Estate 
Law there Is the possibility of 
eventual land ownership. Two 
extra tax free years are given 
above and beyond those stated 
under the Encouragement of In- 
dustrial law. The third law, and 
perhaps the most favourable for 
people In Industry who need a 
tot of machinery from abroad, Is 
the Custom Law. 

Machinery can be brought 
Into Jordan duty free. The same 
goes for raw materials brought 
In under the temporary entry of 
raw material and the draw back 
system. This Involves bringing 
In raw materials to produce 
food which Is for export. The In- 
dustrial Bank Law provides 
for up to 50 per cent financing 
of the cost for materials and 
equipment. Preference is natu- 
rally given to industries In areas 
away from Amman. 

Dr Karmoul gave examples of 
special Incentives that have 
been given to encourage local 
industry. Banning of imports 


like fruit juices for example has 
been enforced In order to en- 
courage local production. Su- 
spension of licensing affecting 
certain sectors have also been 
enforced at times In order to 
prevent over production which 
could be detrimental for pro- 
duces If prices fell too low. Lo- 
cal industries are encouraged to 
export their products to neigh- 
bouring countries by the esta- 
blishment of Bilateral Trade 
Agreements. For example, 
those entered into with Iraq and 
Syria. 

Such trade agreements en- 
courage the formation of Joint 
Holding Companies like those 
established with Iraq and Saudi 
Arabia to produce white cement 
and in the agro Industry. Fin- 
ancing for such ventures Is 
usually provided JD 18 million 
by Commercial Banks (The In- 
dustrial Development Bank pro- 
vided JD 18 million of loans In 
1080 and JD 42 million_Jfi 
1985). Export of industrial com- 
modities have risen from JD SO 
million In 1975 to JD 21 million 
at the end of 1985. 

Of the industries present In 
Jordan, the mining Industry has 
shown a 26.8 per cent annual 
growth, Beside agro-industry, 
work has begun to improve the 
Petro Chemical Industry and the 
extraction of valuable materials 
from the Dead Sea. 

The licensing of Industries 
during the period of 1981-85 
Included 681 medium Indus- 
tries (those with less than five 
employees) and over 2,000 
large industries. There ie ob- 
viously still a growing need for 
more Industries in order to curb 
the national rate of unem- 
ployment. 

The Ministry of Industry and 
Trade is committed to Introduc- 
ing policies which will help pro- 
mote Investment in Industry. 
The initiative Is the part of the 
private sector which should be- 
come more involved in Industry 
In order to lower the trade defi- 
cit. 


'February 1987 
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issues 

Part One 


IN RESPONSE to public and pri- 
vate reports and in accordance 
with its responsibility for oversight 
of the nation's Intelligence activi- 
ties, the Senate Select Committee 
on Intelligence on t December, 
1986 undertook a preliminary in- 
quiry into the case of arms to Iran 
and possible diversion of funds to 
the Contras. It was not the goal of 
the Committee to conduct a defini- 
tive investigation into this complex 
matter. Rather, the Committee 
sought only to gather as much in- 
formation as possible while recoll- 
ections were fresh and to collect 
in one place as many relevant do- 
cuments as possible. 

Accordingly, two objectives 
were served: First, the Committee 
teamed a great deal of information 
that will be extremely useful in the 
future as the Committee continues 
to perform its intelligence over- 
sight functfon; and, secondly, tes- 
timony and documents have been 
preserved that the Committee 
hopes will contribute the Select 
Committee on Secret Military Ass- 
istance to Iran and the Nicaraguan 
Opposition as it performs Its in- 
vestigative function. As a result, 
the Select Committee should be 
able to save time by moving more 
rapidly through the preliminary 
stages of its investigation and 
thereby get the facts. to the Ameri- 
can public that much sooner. 

Consistent with these twin ob- 
jectives, and pursuant to Senate 
Resolution 23 (100th Congress), 
this report is in two parts: first, 
Section I summarizes in narrative 
form the inquiry which the Com- 
mittee believes is materially rele- 
vant to the mandate of Senate Re- 
solution 23. Since the fact fin- 
ding of the Committee encom- 
passed only IB days, this narra- 
tive is necessarily Incomplete and 
thus endeavours only to provide a 
general chronological framework 
of events derived from the do- 
cuments and testimony received 
by the Committee. Secondly, agafn 
consistent with Senate Resolution 
23, Section II sets forth certain 
unresolved questions and issues 
that the Committee recommends 
be pursued by the Select Commit- 
tee. 

The Iran initiative 

Origins 

The Committee's inquiry sug- 
gests that the Iran initiative origin- 
ated as a result of the confluence 
of several factors including: 

— A reappraisal of US policy to- 
ward Iran by the National Security 
Council, beginning in late 1984,. 
with special emphasis on building 
a constructive relationship with 
moderate elements In Iran; 

— ■ Deep concern at the highest 
level of the US Government over 
the plight of American citizens 
held hostage in Lebanon; 

— Israel's strong and continu- 
ing interest in furthering contacts 
with Iran; 

“7 Efforts on the part of private 
parlies, including international 
arms dealers and others. 

Reappraisal of 
US policies 

The formal reappraisal of US 
policy toward Iran began In late 
1994 when the National Security 
Council. issued a Notional Security 
Study Directive (NSSD). An NSO 
official involved in the policy re- 
view testified that he was disap- 
pointed with the bureaucracy's 
lack of imagination In responding 
to this study directive and with the 
absence of any recommendation 
for change in policy. 

In May 1985. the CIA National 
Intelligence Officer for the Middle 
East, prepared a five -page memo 
which went to the NSC and the St- 
ate Department, arguing for a 
change in US policy that would 
r eek a more constructive relation- 
ship with Iranian leaders inter- 


EDITOR'S NOTE: By special arrangement The Star acquired the full text of 
the special Congressional Committee’s report on the US arms shipments 
to Iran and the diversion of sales funds to the Contra rebels in Nicaragua. 
The intriguing Information in this report offers a riveting reading and acts 
as a guidline into America's Middle East policy, which can only be desc- 
ribed as myopic and sensational to say the least. Israel’s self-serving role 
in this scandal is exposed and invites critics to research further this coun- 
try's dubious motives in the region. 

Congressional report on US arms 
shipments to Iran — the full text 
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McFarlane: Initiating the deal Khashoqgl: Arms dealers as mediators 


ested in improved ties with the 
West. The memo argued In part 
that the US could permit allies to 
sell arms to Iran as one of the al- 
ternative means of establishing 
Western influence so as to offset 
growing Soviet inroads In Iran. Ap- 
parently using the arguments in 
this memo two members of the 
NSC staff then prepared a draft 
National Security Decision Direc- 
tive (NSDD), which proposed a de- 
parture in US policy toward Iran. 
Describing the Iranian political en- 
vironment as Increasinlgy unstable 
and threatened by Soviet regional 
alms, the draft NSDD stated that 
the US Is compelled to undertake 
a range of short and long term ini- 
tiatives to include the provision of 
selected military equipment to In- 
crease Western leverage with Iran 
and minimize Soviet influence. 

National Security Adviser Rob- 
ert McFadens transmitted the 
draft NSDD on June 17, 1985 to 
Secretaries Shultz and Weinber- 
ger for their comment. State De- 
partment fogs and Secretary 
Shultz’s testimony Indicate that 
he responded in writing on 29 
June that the proposed policy was 
"perverse" and “contrary to our 
own Interests." Weinberger made 
the following comment in the mar- 
gin of the draft, "This is almost too 
absurd to comment on." According 
to Weinberger's testimony and 
that of Assistant Secretary of 
Defence Armitage. Weinberger re- 
sponded in writing opposing such 
sales. 

The Hostage Factor 

Testimony by several senior Ad- 
ministration witnesses indicate 
that during 1985, the Administra- 
tion was occupied on a regular ba- 
sis with matters relating to terror- 
ism and the state of US hostages. 
In particular, documents and tes- 
timony reflect a deep personal 
concern on the part of the Pre- 
sident for the welfare of US hos- 
tages both in the early stages of 
the initiative and throughout the 
programme. The hostages in- 
cluded William Buckley, a US offi- 
cial in Lebanon. Information was 
received that in fate 1985 the Sy- 
rians informed Ambassador Ver- 
non Walters that Buckleys Iranian 
captors had tortured and killed 
him. The reports indicate that this 
information was conveyed to Vice 
President Bush who found it very 
distressing. The possibility of the 
release of US hostages was 
brought up repeatedly in conjunc- 
tion with discussion of the pro- 
gramme. . 

Israeli interests 

According to docoments and • 
testimony received by the Com- 
mittee, Israel had a strong interest 
in promoting contacts with Iran 
and reportedly had permitted arms 


transfers to Iran 8s a means of 
furthering their interests, A series 
of intelligence studies written in 
1984 and 1985 described Israeli 
interests In Iran. These studies 
also reported Israeli shipments of 
non-US arms to Iran as well as the 
use of Israeli middlemen as early 
as 1982 to arrange private deals 
involving US arms, in an interview 
with the Chairman and Vice 
Chairman of the Committee on 21 
November 1986, National Security 
Adviser John Poindexter de- 
scribed Israel's Interests in much 
the same terms. 

McFarlane testified that he was 
never informed by CIA that Israel 
had been engaged in such activi- 
ties during 1981-85. In fact, Mc- 
Farlane. prompted by news ac- 
counts of such activity on the part 
of Israel, asked the CIA — and the 
DC! specifically — several times 
whether the news reports were 
true. He was told they were not 
McFarlane testified that If he had 
known that the Israelis had pre- 
viously shipped arms to Iran it 
would have made him less respon- 
sive to later Israeli proposals to 
resume shipments. However, In 
Ins first cable to Shultz in the mat- 
ter, he stated that it was obvious 
to him the Israeli channel into Iran 
had existed for some time. One of 
NSC staffers who drafted the 
NSDD testified that he was aware 
of allegations that Israel was sell- 
ing arms to Iran but discounted 
such reports because he believed 
they failed to offer conclusive 
evidence and because Prime Min- 
ister Peres had assured the US 
that there was no such trade. 

Private parties 

Documents and testimony indi- 
c ?u 9 Adnan Khashoggi and 
other International arms dealers 
including Manucher Ghorbanlfar' 
were interested in bringing the US 
into an arms relationship with Iran 
and had discussed this at a series 
of meetings beginning in the sum- 
°* J®® 4 and continuing into 
early 1985. These discussions 
reportedly Included the deal of 
an arms for hostages" deal in 
part a? a means of establishing 
bach country's bona tides. Kha- 
Shop reportedly met with various 
leaders in the Middle East to dls- 

3ame P ptlod° Wa,d 1,8,1 du,ln9 ,his 

. . '*1 July 1985 Khashoggi sent 
McFarlane a lengthy. paper he had 
written dealing with the political si- 

jH at, ° n 5J ran ' Mc . Far, ane testified 
that he did not recall seeing these 
papers, but indicated the exis- 
tence of prior "think pieces" Kha- 

Ea st 9 « 8 nt ' S, on the Middle 
member of the NSC 

Kh« B El^ at MdFar,an « Save the 
Khashoggi paper to another NSC 
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staffer. Michael Ledeen, a 
professor at Georgetown Univers- 
ity, and a part-time NSC consul- 
tant beginning in February 1985, 
appears to have played a key role 
In the initial contacts between the 
US and Israeli vis-a-vis Iran. Ac- 
cording to Ledeen, while on a trip 
to Europe in April 1985. he spoke 
with a European intelligence offi- 
cial who had just returned from 
Iran. The official characterized the 
Internal situation in Iran as more 
fluid than previously thought, and 
suggested it was time for the US 
to take a new look at Iran. He said 
that the US should discuss this 
with the Israelis, who the official 
believed were unusually well- 
informed about Iran. 

According to testimony by Mc- 
Farlane, Ledeen apprised McFar- 
lane of a forthcoming trip Ledeen 
planned to Israel and asked 
whether he was interested In 
knowing whether Israel had any 
Iranian contacts. McFarlane tes- 
tified that he responded affirma- 
tively. McFarlane stated that he 
was aware that Ledeen was a 
friend of Israeli Prime Minister 
Pares. Ledeen testified that he 
talked to McFarlane In April 1985 
about the possibility of raising 
contacts with Iran with the gov- 
ernment of Israel and that McFar- 
lane agreed, and requested spe- 
cifically that Ledeen got Isrnol's 
perspective on fighting Iranian ter- 
rorism. 

According to Ledeen, lie 
levelled to Israel on 4-5 May 
1985, and discussed the situation 
In Iran with Prime Minister Peres. 
Peres referred Ledeen to a retired 
Israeli Intelligence official who 
agreed with Ledeen at both coun- 
tries needed to work together to 
improve their knowledge of Iran 
Ledeen testified that he reported 

' n Israel to McFarlane in 
mid-May. and that McFarlane sub- 
sequently arranged to task the In- 
telligence Community to produce a 
^atton 0 ! Intelligence Esti- 
mate (SNIE) on Iran. 

Secretary of State Shultz 
earned of Ledeen's activities and 

Lfn^f S ? afle .^ ted 5 June - com- 
plained to McFarlane that Le- 
deen s contact with Israel had by- 
passed the Department of State. 
Shultz noted that Israel's agenda 

IT, " ls . not the Bame as 

HnnahS, d "S' a , n m,elli S8nce rela- 
tionsWp with Israel concerning 

Iran could seriously skew our 
own perception and analysis of 
the Iranian scene." He added that 

kraoi J 0re i ted t0 know w hat 
LhSfwHf r * s about 'ran, 'but we 

SAW 88 hav,n0 a hins 

KmCo „ and conc, uded that this 
initiative contains the seeds of 
serious error unless straightened 
out quickly. McFarlane responde- 


il m ;i i.\ibU* ..f 7 June IhaliM. ' 
-luting “on his ?'■ 
book. With leg.ird tothe |LT' : 
hiitivc, McFarlane stated 
turning it off enthely," butadded,! 
am not convinced that that L 

On I- 1 June 1985. TWA to*,! 
tu; W - 1S hijacked. AccorduS?' 
testimony by White House L. ! 
of Staff Donald Regon, McFaii^ 
mm lion. -cl thu possibility rH -Zj 
■ iiit'sting ui;ool the Israeli ch M ! 
m l to lr .11 1 mi briefings tothePw. 1 
-sultMil .luring the crisis [W 
,hi: ’ was his first aS! 
in's;, nf any such contacts. i 

Acc.on.hr ip to testimony by ! 
Fortune, on 3 July 1985, D a J 
Kimchu. Director General of Is-' 
•net':. Foreign Ministry anda^.) 
mer intelligence officer, contacted! 
McFurl.inu find reported to hr 
that Israel had succeeded In em » 
Wishing a dialogue with Iran. fir. f 
che slated that as a result j! 
growing concerns with Sotil 
pressures, Iranian officials fed 
asked Israel to determine whstte 
the US would be interested nj 
opening up political talks with hr; 
According to McFarlane. Kimft; 
stated that the Iranians wife': 
stood US concerns regarding tte I 
legitimacy and therefore had pro- 
posed to use their influenced; 
radical elements holding US hot-! 
tages in Lebanon. Although then I 
was no specific Iranian request 
arms. Kimche admitted to ttw[ 
possibility that the Iranians mlfr 
raise the arms issue in the Mine ! 

In a cable from McFarlane tol 
Shultz on 14 July 1986, McFar- ! 
lane staled that the proposal had: 
also been raised several weeks; 
earlier by Peres to Ledeen. h Its 
cable, McFarlane said that he had 
instructed Ledeen to saywetfJ 
not favour such a process. McFsr ! 
lane also reported that Kimche, Vj 
instructions from Peres, had con • 
to inquire about the US dlslncSM- 
lion to pursue the initiative ti 
ask McFarlane to take up thepfr 
posal with appropriate authors 
Then on 1 4 July, "a private emiss- 
ary" from Prime Minister ft®, 
came to press the point. ; 

McFarlane further noted t 
Shultz the advantages anddiSj 
vantages of the Kimche props* . 
and gave n positive assessment* 
the Iranian channel based up 
his confidence in Ins Israeli w- 
tacts. Finally, ho stated that a* 
short term aoven hostages 1 
bo iriiuusod and therefore tnai 
tondud to favour going ahead- 

Shultz responded to McFart^ 
by cabin thu same day, notm8 ' : 
itiu US should make a tenw«; 
show of In loros I without 
any commit man! and should . 
and seriously consider the iw 
private US-Irnn relations. JJ. 
alnted ttmt McFarlane aj® 
manage thu initiative, white rra*n 
it known to the Israelis v, ; 
Farlnno and Shultz would 
close contact and full agrefl 1 ^ , 
at every step. ■ 

McFarlane testified that hj. 
sited the President In the noj 
tal on either 13 or 14 J ■ 
1985. According to Wjft 
by Regan, he also attain dJJ 

„„,4 Hat A UBS ll* 8 '... 


meeting and believes ‘ ^ 
occurred three days ar^j, 
President's operation! 

17 July). Regan 'urthertesi 
that at the meeting Me • ^ 

requested the President ^ 
thority to use an ,8ra ®L c n ° n0 | b 
with an Iranian as a ch n 
higher-ups In Iran. Accort 
Regan, McFarlane w 09 p&p, 
about the specifics of ^ 
and the President ' h0 . n [B > 
tioned McFarlane on J ^ 
fidence In the Iranian co ^ 
Ghorbanlfar. Regan 1 jjjf. 
that McFarlane defended.^ 
banlfar on the basis 
asBu ranees and tne *■ 
authorized McFra ^ a Sflaan ^ 

plore the channel. R®b oP h 

tiffed that it was his 0 . ^ 
nfon that the r® 1 ®®*® cot- 
tages would hav® 
era) benefit ofsuchflh°P e ; 

Co ntinued on 
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issues 


McFarfane testified that ttie plan 
ha conveyed to the President was 
essentially what Kimche tmd sug- 
Sd. McFarlane stated that he 
told the President that he would 
not be surprised if arms entered 
into the relationship later. Accord- 
ing to McFarlane. the President 
was enthusiastic about the open- 
ing hoped it would lead to the rel- 
ease of hostages, and authorized 
McFarlane to explore the plan 

In his testomony. McFarlane 
categorically denied any discus- 
sion of Ghorbanifnr with the Pre- 
sident, recalling that it was only in 
December that McFarlane became 
aware of Ghorbanifar's identity. It 
should be noted, however, that 
McFarlane made reference to 
Ghorbanlfar in his 14 July cable to 
Shultz describing the proposal. In 
describing his contacts with the 
emissary from Peres and Kimche. 
McFarlane stated that the Iranian 
officials named in the context of 
the proposal are an Ayatollah and 
"an advisor to the Prime Minister 
named Ghorbanlfar." 

Meanwhile, according to tes- 
timony by Ledeen, in early July he 
was called by Kimche who said a 
friend, AJ Schwlmmer, was coming 
to Washington and wanted to talk 
to Ledeen. Ledeen testified that 
he met with Schwlmmer In early 
July. Schwimmer recounted a 
meeting he had attended a week 
or two before in Europe with Kim- 
che, Khashoggi and Ghorbanifar. 
Schwlmmer said Ghorbanifar had 
a lot of useful Information about 
the situation in Iran and that 
Ledeen should meet him as soon 
as possible. 

According to Ledeen he re- 
ported his meeting with Schwim- 
mer to McFarlane. Ledeen told 
McFarlane he was going to Israel 
on vacation from mid-July to 
mid-August, and would, if McFar- 
lane thought it appropriate, meet 
Gnoibanifar. Ledeen testified that 
McFarlane agreed. 

ledeen met Ghorbanifar in Is- 
rael in late July, Kimche, Schwim- 
mer and Yaacov Nimrodl, an arms 
ajaler and former Israeli military 
b lacne in Tehran, also attended, 
nune meeting Ghorbanifar gave 
Ledeen described as "a 
great quantity" of Information on 
wn. Ledeen testified that Ghorba- 
if r0 lations between 
Jl and to® LIS were to Improve, 
side would have to send the 
signals about Its ser- 
and that the Iranian sig- 

, b0a r0lease of too h oa- 

Blv n tn L ?fe n0n (rO,0rrln g Bpo- 
V? government official 

m££ uck W flnd cessation or 
rorfcm 0 ' ra n-sponaor 0 d ter- 

G £ni. Accor ? ,n9 to Ledeen. 

ar ^ ald that for ‘ h ® US. 
betohai C ? nv nclna 0® 8 tore would 

eraSJtS, 2 n bl,y weapons It oth- 
T® ^ uld not obtain. 
r-S®?? 0 to documents 
cfS 5? A he Committee. Klm- 
to rpS^ d McFar| ane on 30 July 
cording a ? Au 0 ua ' meeting. Ac- 
by Shul,z - 
be nn l and McFarlane met at the 
Z nin I 01 August 1985. at 
[ra KkTic he indicated that the 

9oe with T A n y wanted "a dialo- 
wanted o rM Am 4 erica but also 
ffj,™ s l ,rom the US and 
reel .^'‘tonk mlsaites from Is- 

hostages 0 ' ranl8n8 “ U ' d 

i T fl h L Au 9U8t-September 
y ° 5 shipment of 
n TOWs 

ina m A .’i aue !, 1985 at a meet- 

Planntno Na "onal Security 

H0UM 9 r ®,h 0UP ln th ® Whlte 
with ■ McFarlane, 


Caal'^Jnborfler, Regan, and 
to p?rmi» S® proposal 

Iran tKit 6 , 881 ® TOWs to 

divaro« du _ sh l ?rael. There Is a 


33K*. °* vtews as to 
for the . PjWrt was granted 
Iren elthi? 8 ! 8 to 0 bfp arms to 
8u b8aauai* ^ V'at meeting or 

c «nfllctin„ n V° Th ® r ® 1® ®'®o 

^j gpa ny e°u n pp W o^S 


the proposal, although opposi- 
tion to the plan by Shultz and 
Weinberger is clear. 

According to testimony by Re- 
gan. the President declined to au- 
thorize the sale of TOWs because 
of misgivings about Ghorbanifar's 
credentials and influence in Iran. 
McFarlane. on the olher hand, tes- 
tified that Ghorbanifar's name 
never came up at the August 
mooting. 

In a November 1986 interview in 
conjunction with the Attorney 
General's inquiry, Shultz "dimly 
recalled' a meeting at tire White 
House residence in August on the 



Farlane, Israel did not feel bound 
to clear each specific transaction 
with the US. Israel proceeded on 
the basis of a general authority 
from the President based on a US 
commitment to replace their 
stocks. Also, Israel's negotiations 
on hostages would not necessarily 
require US approval. 

According to testimony by 
Ledeen, when he returned to the 
US in mid-August, 1986, McFar- 
lane informed him that the pro- 
gramme ol contact with Iran would 
go forward and that a test of the 
kind Ghorbanifar had proposed 
would occur. Accordingly. McFar- 











Buckely: His capture started 
it all 

subject of an Israel! shipment of 
TOWs to Iran. In his testimony be- 
fore the Committee in December, 
however, Secretary Shultz said 
there was a meeting on 6 August 
1985 where McFarlane briefed the 
President on an Israeli request for 
US replenishment of Israeli TOW 
missiles proposed for shipment to 
Iran. In return, according to Shultz 
the US was to get four hostages 
and the entire transaction would 
bo deniable. Shultz said he op- 
posed the proposal, but the Pre- 
sident did not make a decision. 

According to testimony by 
McFarlane, the transfer was 
supported by Casey, Regan, and 
Bush while Shultz and Weinber- 
ger opposed it. McFarlane tes- 
tified that subsequent to the 
meeting, President Reagan ap- 
proved the Israeli request to 
ship arms to Iran and to pur- 
chase replacements from the 
US. Presidential approval was 
on tho condition that the trans- 
fers would not contribute to ter- 
rorism or alter the balance of 
the Iron-lraq war. Although 
there Is no written record of a 
decision at this time, McFarlane 
testified that the President In- 
formed Shultz, Weinberger and 
Casey of his decision. 

According lo his testimony. Mc- 
Farlane believed al the time lhat 
the President's decision consti- 
tuted an "oral Finding." which was 
formally codified on 17 January In 
a written finding. McFarlane tes- 
tified that when he and Attorney 
General Mease discussed the le- 
gality of an oral Finding 21 
November, 1986, Meese told him 
that he believed an oral, informal 
Presidential decision or determin- 
ation to be no less valid than a 
written finding. According to do- 
cuments received by the Commit- 
tee, McFarlane. when interviewed 
by Meese, made no mention of 
Presidential approval of the TOW 
shipment of August-Sepember 
1985 or of an "oral Finding." Mc- 
Farlane did tell Meese that he told 
Kimche at a December 1985 
meeting In London that the US 
was disturbed about the shipment 
of TOWs, and could not approve it. 

One White House Chronology 
prepared in November 1986 
simply notes that McFarlane con- 
veyed to Kimche a Presidential 
decision that a dialogue with Iran 
would be worthwhile. However, a 
second White House chronology 
presents conflicting accounts 
about whether the US acquiesced 
in the Israeli delivery of 508 TOWs 
lo Iran on 30 August. 

According to testimony by Mc- 


activitles of Ghorbanifar's asso- 
ciates with the country concern- 
ed. 

According to the CIA analyst, 
North called him on 9 September 
1985 and requested increased in- 
telligence collection on Lebanon 
and Iran. North told him there was 
a possibility of the release of Am- 
erican hostages. In mid- 
September North asked him for in- 
telligence collection on specific in- 
dividuals in Iran who were in con- 
tact with American officials. North 
later gave him a very restricted 
distribution list for the Intelligence 
collected, which specifically left 



Kimche: Israeli connection 


lane told Ledeen to work out ar- 
rangements with Kimche for 
receipt of the hostages. McFar- 
lane sard he believed at this time 
that the sale of TOWs would sec- 
ure the release of all US hostages. 

Ledeen testified that he at- 
tended a meeting in Paris on 4 
September with Kimche, Ghorba- 
nlfar. Schwimmer and Nimrodi. 
The discussions were In two parts: 
(1) Technical questions about 
transfers of weapons Irom Israel 
to Iran and getting the hostages 
out of Lebanon; and (2) Conversa- 
tion with Ghorbanifar about events 
in Iran. Ghorbanifar told them they 
would soon see public statements 
by leading Iranian officials making 
clear their intention to improve 
US-lranian relations. Subse- 
quently, according to testimony by 
Ledeen. in the second week of 
September on the anniversary of 
the Iranian revolution, the Pre- 
sident and Prime Minister gave 
speeches in which the Soviets 
were attacked, but not the US. 
Ledeen saw this as "In accor- 
dance with" Ghorbanifar's predic- 
tion. 

According to testimony from a' 
senior CIA analyst, in early Sep- 
tember, 1985 Ledeen provided him 
with information on Iranian- 
sponsored terrorism and on Ghor- 
banifar. According to this analyst, 
this was the first time Ledeen had 
Identified Ghorbanlfar by name to 
the CIA. According to testimony by 
Ledeen, the subject of Ghorbani- 
far's bona tides first came up In 
September 1986. However, Shultz 
testified that he saw an intell- 
igence report on 16 July 1985. 
two days after he cabled McFar- 
lane from Geneva, which indicated 
that Ghorbanifar was a "talented 
fabricator." Ledeen testified that 
he knew that the CIA was suspi- 
cious of Ghorbanifar, and that 
Ghorbanifar had raised the sub- 
ject himself, In one of their meet- 
ings. According to testimony by 
Ledeen, It appeared to him that 
Ghorbanifar's credentials were 
well-documented. 

The Committee received tes- 
timony and documents, how- 
ever, Indicating that the CIA had 
long been aware of Ghorbani- 
far's suspect character. In Au- 
gust 1964, CIA had Issued a no- 
tice to other government agen- 
cies warning that Ghorbanlfar 
was a fabricator. Documents In- 
dicate CIA was aware, of one In- 
stance In which Ghorbanifar 
had reportedly offered to pro- 
vide intelligence on Iran to a 
third country in return for per- 
mission from the third country 
to continue the drug smuggling 


Secord: Flying secret 
missions 

out tha Department of State. 
North said Shultz would be briefed 
orally by McFarlane. As the intell- 
igence began to come In. this sen- 
ior CIA analyst did not understand 
all the parties Involved. However, 
he felt the Intelligence clearly 
showed that hostages and some 
form of arms sales were involved. 

According to documents 
received by the Committee, the 
shipment of 508 TOWs left Israel 
on 30 August, North later asserted 
to Meese that he was totally una- 
ware of the TOW shipment at the 
time it occurred. He believed he 
first learned of it in a 25 or 26 
November conversation with Se- 
cord while in Tel Aviv. 

The November 1 985 
Shipment of HAWKS 

After the first shipment of 
TOWs, Ledeen continued to be 
active. He held meetings In the 
Fall of 1986 with Kimche, Schwlm- 
mer, Ghorbanlfar, and Nimrodi. 
These meetings reportedly dealt 
with Intelligence on the situation 
in Iran and who might want to co- 
operate with the US. Gorbanifar 
also discussed the offer to get 
hostages released and the wea- 
pons that Iran needed, including 
Hawk missiles. Iran demanded an 
arms shipment before each rel- 
ease white the United States and 
Israel pushed for release in ad- 
vance of any further arms ship- 
ments. 

It is clear from testimony that 
the Iranians believed the new 
channel with the US would be pro- 
ductive. For example, they ap- 
peared to expect to receive so- 
phisticated weaponry such as 
Phoenix and Harpoon missiles at 
some point In the future. Ledeen 
testified that he briefed McFarlane 
on these meetings. He stated that 
this was a promising channel to 
pursue but that if it continued on 
an arms for hostages basis, it 
would ba difficult to determine 
Iran's motives. Ledeen also sug- 
gested that if the programme were 
to continue, there was a need to 
bring In an intelligence service. 
Ledeen said McFarlane had a 
"bad feeling" about the pro- 
gramme and was going to stop it. 

McFarlane testified that on 17 
November, while in Geneva for the 
summit, he received a call from Is- 
raeli Defence Minister Rabin. 
Rabin requested assistance in re- 
solving difficulties Israel was 
having in a shipment of military 
equipment through a European 
country onward to Iran. McFarlane 
told the Committee that he called 


Colonel North, briefed him on the 
President's August 1985 decision, 
and requested that he contact Ra- 
bin and offer assistance. 

According to notes from the At- 
torney General's Inquiry, North 
said he suspected that the Israeli 
shipment McFarlane mentioned 
consisted of US arms. Reportedly, 
North told Meese that he called 
Rabin and was told Israel was 
having difficulty in getting clea- 
rance for a flight to a European 
country. Rabin told him the flight 
involved moving "things" to sup- 
port a US rapproachement with 
Iran. North said he then contacted 
retired Air Force Major General Ri- 
chard Secord, whom he de- 
scribed as a close personal friend, 
for assistance. Secord was to try 
to arrange a large cargo aircraft of 
neither US nor Israeli origin for the 
flight. 

McFarlane testified that North 
called him in Geneva to explain 
the problem. The Israelis had 
failed to make proper customs ar- 
rangements for a flight to the Eu- 
ropean country. Further, the only 
aircraft they had available was an 
El Al plane, which was believed 
unsuitable because of national 
markings and documentation. Mc- 
Farlane testified that North told 
him McFarlane might have to call 
the Prime Minister of the Eu- 
ropean country to get the necess- 
ary approval. McFarlane stated 
that he did so, explaining to the 
Prime Minister that a transfer from 
Israel to Iran was in progress and 
that the US Government would 
appreciate assistance. North also 
contacted a CIA official and ob- 
tained CIA's support in trying to 
arrange the necessary flight clea- 
rances. 

A White House electronic mess- 
age from North to Admiral Poin- 
dexter on 20 November indicates 
that North had a detailed under- 
standing of the HAWK plan by that 
time. This message indicates that 
Israel would deliver 80 HAWKs to 
the European country 22 Novem- 
ber for shipment to Tabriz; five US 
hostages would then be released 
to the US Embassy in Beirut; $18 
million In payment had already 
been deposited in appropriate ac- 
counts retired USAF Major Gen- 
eral Richard Secord would make 
all arrangements; and replace- 
ments would be sold to Israel. Ac- 
cording to documents received by 
the Committee, North continued to 
keep Poindexter informed on a 
daily basis about plans for an Im- 
pending shipment of HAWK mis- 
siles to Iran and the release of 
American hostages. 

The Committee received 
evidence that McFarlane con- 
tacted Secretary of State Shultz 
and Donald Reagan and advised 
them that hostages were to be rel- 
eased and some type of arms 
were to be transported to Iran by 
Israel. This evidence indicates that 
McFarlane told Reagan and Shultz 
that Israel would buy replacemen- 
ts for these arms from the United 
States. While Shultz was advised 
that HAWK missiles were Involved, 
Regan said that he was informed 
of this fact sometime later. 

Regan testified that McFarlane 
informed the President In Geneva 
that some type of arms shipment 
was being considered, and that if 
the operation were successful, 
hostages might be freed. Shultz 
expressed reservations to McFar- 
lane, but according to Shultz, was 
told by McFarlane that he had 
cleared It with the President. 

After many communications be- 
tween Washington and this Eu- 
ropean country, efforts to obtain 
flight clearances failed. Secord 
was central to the effort to obtain 
light clearances. US officials in 
the European country were in- 
structed to expect to be contacted 
by a Mr "Copp" and to co-operate 
with him. The messages between 
CIA Headquarters and the Eu- 
ropean capital indicate Secord 
was essentially directing the effort 
to make arrangements for the 
flight. 

Continued on page 28 
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JORDAN CONTINUES to follow the path which His Majesty King Hussein had 
set for it in relation to its Arab, regional and international responsibilities. The 
visit by King Hussein to Syria this week, is yet another example of Jordan's 
delicate sense of the importance of co-ordinating with Arab leaders — espe- 
cially those most affected by developments on the Middle East scene. In addi- 
tion to discussing bilateral relations and means of strengthening them, the visit 
seeks to bring both leaders' views into one common perspective. 

Both countries have a stake in the outcome of recent developments in the 
region. The Lebanese crisis, the Iran-lraq war and the Palestinian problem are 
all issues which require continuous contact's and co-ordination. Jordan, throu- 
ghout its modern history, has never wavered from its national duties as set by 
the founders of this country. In fact. King Hussein has played a pivotal role in 
explaining the challenges that face the Arab nation to the world. At home, and 
on both (he Arab and internationaf arena, he had earned on merit, the admira- 
tion and respect of world leaders and nations. That is why we look with hope at 
his relentless efforts to bring the Arabs together and create a united position on 
the various causes which the Arab World is dealing with today. 

During the Islamic Conference in Kuwait King Hussein asked for the formula- 
tion of a united stance on immediate issues like the Gulf war. He attempted, 
what many deemed as impossible, in informing the whole world that Jordan's 
position from the Palestinian cause will never change or be altered. His insis- 
tence on the convening of an international conference for peace in the Middle 
East is now bearing fruits. The European countries are lining up their support 
behind this plan, and today, we sense a slight change in the tone and attitude 
of the American administration regarding the international peace conference. 

We are hopeful that the visit to Damascus will further cement relations be- 
tween Jordan and Syria in addition to formulating a united stance for upcoming 
developments. Syria's rote in the making of peace in this region is vital and both 
countries will have to work together to achieve It. 

Dangerous syndrome 

A PICTURE depicting a frightened hostage with two guns pointed at his head, 
certainly does not go down well with us. But in its stark reality, this is the 
graphic and a poignant presentation of the kidnapping syndrome in Lebanon. 
Talking plainly, the endemic cloud of anarchy surrounding that country has 
moved to a dangerous and sensitive stage, in which, only tact and shrewd di- 
plomacy could help prevent a catastrophe. 

The latest episode in this drama is another extension of the hour of execution 
of the kidnapped victims by the Islamic Jihad. However, according to reports, 
there are clandestine behind-scene contacts to arrive at a compromise. To add 
to the woes of the Lebanese, the US has qhosen at this fragile moment to give 
vent to its gunboat diplomacy by displaying the strength of the American navv 
off the coast of Beirut. 

Under normal conditions, we could simply dismiss the holding of people 
against their will for a ransome. by resorting to stereotyped condemnations 
wrapped beautifully in rhetorics. But frankly, the present conditions in Lebanon 
are far from being described by any rational being as normal. For this is a 
country where the legislature and the executive have been rendered inept and 
spineless. This is a country where the administration's means of collectino 
revenues is in the hands of the warring factions. This is also a country where a 
particular armed faction could, with impudence, and in defiance of all leoal eth- 
ics issue, an order to close down the international airport. 

But we cannot just write Lebanon off and banish it completely from our mem- 
ories. It belongs to the Arab World and thus should be accorded the same 
attention as other regional issues. The Islamic Jihad, stating the conditions 
necessary for the peaceful release of the hostages, struck a delicate cord bv 
asking for the freedom of 400 Palestinian prisoners held in Israeli jails as a 
trade off. This then Is an ample demonstration of how Lebanon is tied with the 
Palestinian Issue.. 

• J srael as U8u a| , has vowed not to give in to the threats and demands of the 
kidnappers. This, we think, is just a face-saving gesture. But If the Israeli Gov- 
ernment and the decision makers in Washington would sit up and do their 
homework properly, they could, find out that their Intransigence on the conven- 
ing of the international peace conference on the Middle East- the arbitrarv de 
portation of Arab citizens from the West Bank and Gaza Strip; unlawful confi- 
scation of legitimate Arab land and the sporadic opening of fire On defenceless 
demonstrators have made the Middle East an almost ungovernable region 
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The role of women in society ■ 

To the Editor: 

MUCH Has been said on the role of women in the society and it was with vivid Hm?' 
that I read the recent arguments on the topic. There were those for women having aril. 
In society and those against women playing a role; there worn those apologizing to 
being women and for playing a 'role' in the socioty 1 

Are we talking about 'society’ as natural and evolving from people desiring toliwwr: 
each other in peace and naturally benefiting from such an arrangement? Or. are*:, 
talking of a 'man' made society? 

I 

We could conjure up term like 'a male dominated society . Bui it would be a gross, 
exaggeration to say a 'male society' since there is no such tiling ns a 'male society'.?! 
for that matter a female society.' So, to even utter such an expression would be telhngi I 
downright lie. i 


, |^ 81 ? a ? d ™? ni0n are the two halves that comprise a society, and both have equa'j | 
important and complementary roles to play. A biased and ihorofore unbalanced soc*ij' 
Wa rfL h ? l9n , ore8 or to suppress the equal Importance of either men or wow : 
„ r 0 ° n ' y bave ,0 opan our history books of any nation, to see that there have bee: 

FafSi™ T ■ 88 wel L as 9reat men ln a " aspects of society - art, cullure, media* : 
learning, science and as heads of state. 

m J°°. l p n 9 ha s the role of women been confined to thu aresiu of raising family and dft 
memai tasks around the house. Interestingly enough, there aro morn famous mencM^ 
kitchen° m0n n ^ pad ' Cu * ar area which Ims been named tho woman s place' 

5 hildren ls not 0 bothersome or dull tusk to be luff entirely to the «■*[ 
Parenthood means a responsible and active co-opurntion between tho father a 
mother to raise responsible and productive) citizens for the future). 

qnSwTnS?! h ,? l L of u the B0cle!y - To exploit (hull potential Is to realize and increaM^j 
I iSk f?* ly by per cent - Wo cannot ignore tlioii putonllnls. » we are to W 
rLXLS th L® rural work forC0 > to disallow women lo work on the fluids and twins * j- 
movi^ !mm 8 rh Per pr ° dU( ; liQn of A realistic suoiuly in Iho rural one W»-. 

wnmSn'B STn^m t C0UntrySide lo the dlios has contused raw! dtaknlud «ir *** 
woman s capability as a workforce nnd producer in society. 

roles n ° l surpr,si ngly. wo are still trying to fit into rotes, orJjS 

should lnnteflS ir^t. S8t T 8 t0 me toba most important in lo forget 'role' pla« 
oaring ind p^uot'Je 9 8 W9 " ln,BBratBd aodo1 '' wl,h roa ( ,onlt ^° cillzons * i 

Dina Stf]? 

| 

High prices of medicines 

To the Editor: 

for a to^lume^ra^iiwB 1 L medlclne3 so,d in our pharmacies are very expensive^ 

has been takln so far W" remarks about ■»* but, rather unfortunately."^ 
lanen so far by the concerned authorities. 

medicine ddpots kievery town^th* 10 ^ 1 8U900s1 ,hat !he Ministry of 
sold easily to the general°™?h£- th u Kin S dom wh0 re pills, capsules and lipu,d J c ^ni 
medicines should be Sold aEraJdinn* K" BVe . r ' t0 protec t the public from quacks,^ 
could be set up in hosphafs 0 dinK I i® d0ct0r ? Prescription. These medicine 
On ih« P • ' C 08 or in r0 cogmzed pharmacies. ' I 

a packet containing ^e^anKniR 8 par T le ^| I oapsules as ap example. In most ^ [ 
from a health ^stiv cen^S JD V 200 ' Bu < ' firmly hold the view that 

in line with those of the dvii ? oat half d,nar <500 fils). This 

which sell food stuffs and Jh Pharniac ss ’ the civil and military consulting ass 

On the other 2 * I 


12 FEBRUARY f 



Every 

Week 


- SN 

i.n 


By Dr Nabil El-Sharif 


sj 


Misleading figures 


IN MANY cases, it is difficult to trust statist- 
ics. surveys and opinion polls because they 
do not quite often measure up various fnc- 
lors and blind spots in the situations they 
try to represent. In some situations they 
even distort and misrepresent the facts of 
the matter, but until somebody comes up on 
with a better method of passing judgement 
on the various aspects of our lives, statist- 
ics, I fear, will continue to reign supreme in 
people's minds as the only available means 
ol measuring up popular attitudes and gen- 
eral trends. 

I will cite some examples about statistics 
that have been recently made public to 
show how these figures can sometimes be 
misleading, and can be easily manipulated 
to achieve certain goals. New figures of 
world-wide Gross National Product (GNP) 
per capita have been released, and they at- 
tempt to show the distribution of wealth 
throughout the world. 

The United Arab Emirates stands at the 
number one slot as the country with the 
highest per-capita income in the world. 
Ethiopia occupies the very test spot on tho 
scale of world wealth. 

The United States, according to these fig- 
ures that were published in The Guardian 
ast week, is not even within shouting dis- 
tance of reaching the wealth of the UAE 
M measured by the traditional barometer of 
ufoss National Product per capita. 

The difference between rich and poor 
countries (according to world bank figures) 
was C7 1 per person, the cost of a business 
lunch for two in London or New York. 

By contrast, the national Income of Ihe 
united Emirates was C 14,200 per person. In 
other words, the average citizen of the Emt- 
[ al0a takes less than two days to accunru- 
' atB what is a year's income to an Ethiopian, 
average life expectancy for someone In the 
uae 13 71 years as against 43 In Ethiopia. 


This compares with 74 In the U.K. and 79 in 
Switzerland. 

There ore dangers, however, inherent in 
the way these figures add up to misrepre- 
sent certain situations. The first two coun- 
tries on the table of GNP per-capita income 
are Arab (UAE and Qatar) and the third is a 
Muslim country Brunei whereas the fifth is 
also Arab and Muslim, Bahrain. 

These figures can easily be manipulated 
into creating the wrong impression that 
Arab and Muslim citizens are all rich, and 
that they all rank as the happiest and most 
satisfied nations of the world. 

These figures can also undermine efforts 
to bridge the South- North gap where indus- 
trialized countries who are more dynamic, 
more advanced and making maximum use 
of their resources are not doing enough to 
alleviate the pain and suffering of many 
countries in the southern hemisphere that 
are plagued by poverty, famine diseases 
and bad management. 

It is now possible for anybody who wants 
to misread these figures to do so, since it is 
easy to assume that countries in the sou- 
thern hemisphere should have no problem 
because the figures have it that at least 
four of them occupy the highest slots in 
por-cupita income throughout the world. 

It is also easy to overlook many objective 
conditions and jump to the wrong conclu- 
sion that it is up to these four small coun- 
tries to solve all the problems ot the Third 
World by offering poorer countries the aid 
they need In various fields. 

This kind of logic is not only shallow in its 
implications, but it also fails to do justice to 
the substantial aid these and other coun- 
tries are extending to famine-stricken coun- 
tries in Africa. Saudi Arabia and the Gulf 
Co-operutlon Council countries have many 
specialized funds that co-ordinate their aid 
to many needy countries in the Third World. 


It is also wrong to assume that since 
these countries are highest in Ihe per- 
-caplta income, they should be responsible 
for attending to the problems of the world, 
since it is only the relatively small number of 
their population compared to their national 
resources that has helped create these 
misleading figures. 

But the greatest misconception that might 
arise as a result of reading these figures is 
that all people in the countries that have 
fared well in the per-capita income are hap- 
pier than the ones in the lower categories. 
According to this grave misconception, all 
people In Qatar would emerge to be happier 
than all people in England, since the latter 
occupies slot number 20 in world per-capita 
income. 

These assumptions are wrong in various 
respects. GNP per capita income figures 
have nothing at all to do with 'happiness.' 
People who have all the wealth in the world 
might not be as comfortably off as poor 
people who are satisfied with what they 
have. 

Happiness, furthermore, is not measured 
only in terms of dollars and cents. It takes 
many other factors for people to be happy. 
People all over the world vaiue their 
freedom and most of them Interpret happi- 
ness in terms of the freedom they are all- 
owed to exercise in many respects. People 
are happier, in other words, if they are all- 
owed to enjoy their freedom to live their 
lives the way they want without fear of per- 
secution for their ideas and beliefs. 

They are happier also if they are allowed 
the freedom to exercise their rights of free 
expression and their right to 'know'. They 
are happier, in other words, if they live in a 
society that cares for them physically and 
psychologically, and that guarantees their 
basic human rights. They are happier, fin- 
ally, if society ensures their security and 
well-being throughout their lives. The ques- 
tion of per-capita income becomes, in view 
of these requirements, totally obsolete and 
absurdly irrelevant. 

The other basic problem with these fig- 
ures is that they deal only with averages. 
Within each country they measure really 
rich people as well as really poor people. 
Even in a country as rich and developed as 
Britain there are pockels of poverty — like 
the homeless who sleep out in cardboard 
boxes — where the wealth per capita might 
be of extremely low levels (lower even than 
figures in Ethiopia). 

These figures, in short, are only valid if 
they are interpreted within their own proper 
contexts, but they can trigger the opposite 
results if they become tools of sustaining 
bigotry and misunderstanding between 
nations. They would only serve noble ends If 
they can help draw the attention of the 
world to the real locations of poverty and 
misery. 




Can Gandhi hold Punjab together? 


By Richard S. Ehrlich 
Special to The Star 
— Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, 
iho? 0 * ppruah Sikh terrorism, now faces 
® P° s f lb| ® collapse of Punjab’s state gov- 
wnrnent and the recapture of Amritsar's 
"Bn Temple by separatists. 

irnnSP? 11 ® July 1985 P ,a n for peace in the 
JS state ' hall0 d at the lime as far- 
* ii -? nd conciliatory, so far 
and J5 8 n 10 fl 0 t off the ground, 
Imawi ?l y , ,n Pun I 0b who was to help 
8 fas * l08ln 9 h,s Political power 
Sikh . hl ,a t ra PP 0 d between escalating 
mu-." 010000, angry Hindu mobs seeking 
Defint?? 1 ?u d Politicians demanding he bring 
ail e t0 the strategic state, India's wealthi- 

dan?' l lt 8 ? parat,8t8 demanding an Indepen- 
natftd 8 !? 0 ca H 0 d Khaiistan have assassl- 
dorJffHW lea d 0 ra, officials and ran- 
SDonni u! 8 i n bazaa ra and on buses. In rs- 
SdHka'Ji .A moba have rioted, attacking 
and their property. 

wSSSJl! 9 8u,fer6 acathing criticism in 
PPlMclana demanding harsher 
T* a9al n8t Sikh extremists: 

ftiven fL resul1, te8t m ®nth the army was 
due* ,. L ! poWir to shoot on sight and oofl-. 

searches, detentions and inter- 
net HJl 8,6 ®raa« of Punish where aep- 
ffbwsfe v IS? nc ® I® especially severe. Omi- 
WhUhiiint Strrfe Is warpinsr 
of India's 14 m- 
of whom do ftof support the 
jwattsts ai* ** trying to tfvenormat 

^ majority of $ikhs endorse the kfea 
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of an independent Khaiistan In Punjab," said 
one Westernized, middle-class Hindu wo- 
man. "I've had enough of them. I would not 
go out of my way to save a Sikh in a riot. 
How do you know he's Innocent?" A Hindu 
housewife agreed. I'm wary of every Sikh, 
even though some of my closest friends are 
Sikhs,' she said. 

Amid the killing, hatred and confusion, 
two potentially worse problems are looming 
for Gandhi and Punjab. A Sikh hard-liner 
who opposes Gandhi's handling ot the unr- 
est again has seized control over the Sikhs 
fortress-like Golden Temple in Amritsar. In 
an election for the temple's management 
former president G.S. Tohra again won con- 
trol after a six-month spell when the shrine 
was controlled by moderate elements who 
kept it relatively free of extremists. 

Tohra quickly disbanded Its pro-governm- 
ent guards, sparking fears he will give 
sanctuary to insurgents within its massive 
rectangular walla. The Golden Temple 
repeatedly has been seized by separatists 
and in turn purged by government forces. 
The most Woody battle was (n June 1984. 
when the late prime minister Indira Gandnj, 
Rajiv's mother, ordered the aony to recap- 
ture die shrine. Between 600 and 1,000 
Sikhs and 200 soldiers reportedly were 
killed ih the Wade. 

Four month® later Indira Gandhi was as*- 

government Sikh leaders, 

National Security Act. Tension around the 
Qefejen Temple haa subsequently tnorea&da- 






mmi 




The second potential problem for Gandhi 
is the deterioration in the fortunes of his 
ally, Punjab Chief Minister Surjlt Singh Bar- 
nala. Gandhi had allowed Barnala. a Sikh 
moderate, to be elected In the hope that he 
would smooth the way for the reconciliation 
plan the prime minister announced In July 
1985. But when Gandhi failed to deliver on 
promised concessions, Bsrnala's suppor- 
ters rebelled and defected, becoming in- 
creasingly anti-government and calling for 
the chief minister's removal. Many insist 
confrontation with Gandhi Is the only way to 
extract the concessions. 

Barnala's fate now is uncertain. Gandhi 
insists he remain In power, because If Bar- 
nala is ousted it will be difficult to find a pro- 
government Sikh strong enough both to 
stand up to the extremists and help im- 
plement Gandhi's ambitious peace plan. 
Hindu opposition leaders in New Delhi now 
demand that Barnala be dropped, calling on 
Gandhi to impose direct 'president's rule' on 
Punjab, enforced by the army. Gandhi is re- 
sisting lest direct rule push even more mod- 
erate Sikhs Into thB camp of the extremists. 

But as Punjab’s problems multiply, Gand- 
hi's plan to end the unrest while winning ihe 
confidence of th* Sikh community is an in- 
creasingly remote dream- 

- Critics Say the problem Is th^t Gsndhi has 
hot delivered Ns side <rf the bargain, which 
in part Calls for the fifty df Chandigarh to be 
handed ever exclusively to Punjab as its ca- 
pital. At present the modern, spacious city 
doubles a? tile capital of both Punjab and 
neighbouring Heryaba state, which Is mainly 
Hindu. 


Remembering 
Kenya’s 
Jomo Kenyatta 

ASK ANY Kenyan well versed In that 
country's political history, who Is 
known as the ‘Father of the Country," 
The name which Instantly comes into 
memory is that of the late Jomo 
Mzee Kenyatta, president of Kenya 
and also of tha Kenya African 
National Union (KANU) from 1964- 
1979. 

The late president's name and ac- 
complishments as far as guiding the 
nation through the painful birth pangs 
to Independence, evokes very vivid 
memories. He was also associated 
particularly with one movement: the 
Mau Mau. Before self-rule was 
achieved, the mere mention of the 
name of this secret society brought 
the sweat of dread and fear on the 
brows of Kenyans. 

This association stood for one 
thing: it aimed at nationalist agitation 
for sovereignty and a halt to land ap- 
propriation by the white Immigrants. 

It also abhorred the creation of the 
so-called White Highlands. It could be 
stated that the ferocity with which 
Mau Mau opposed the British rule, 
prevented the establishment of a re- 
plica of South African apartheid repu- 
blic In Kenya. Although, Jomo Keny- 
atta, belonged to the predominant Ki- 
kuyu tribe, he was a national- 
ist and a pragmatist who tried 
to build up a "Kenyan national 
Identity.’ And so absolute was his grip 
on the society that at one time, he 
waB the Prime Minister, Minister for 
Internal security and defence and also 
minister for foreign affairs. 

Kenya’s colonial experience la quite 
Interesting. It dates back to the first 
contact with the West In 1498i,when 
Vasco Da Gama made an exploratory 
visit to East Africa. This resulted in 
200 years of Portuguese interest. 
Their presence was eliminated by the 
Omani forces in 1699. The year 1888 
saw European influence renewed by 
the Imperial British East Africa Com- 
pany which then lad to the establish- 
ment of the East Africa Protectorate. 

Under the tutelage of the late Jomo 
Kenyatta and his successor Mr Daniel 
Arap Mol, Kenya has been trans- 
formed Into one of the most stable 
nations on the African continent. The 
unruffled political atmosphere has, of 
course attracted a lot of foreign In- 
vestors. However, Mr. Mol, like other 
Third World leaders, has had to grap- 
ple with a lot of economic problems 
dus to world recession. All the same, 
contemporary analysis proves that 
the economy has bounced back to its 
former state. But certain anomalies 
stilt exist. The manufacturing sector , 
Is operating only at 40 per cent ca- 
pacity. Moreover, more than a million | 
Kenyans, of the 7.5 million workforce, , 
are Jobless. 

These facts, era even made more 
serious by the fact that with the popu- 
lation growing at four par cent or 
more per annum, Kenya apparently 
has one of the highest rates In the 
world. This Is tottier surprising sirred, 
a* ter beak as 1-987, tbs aowramtaf 


a* ter se&k as 

in' 8 tarn to eh#ofc pobulstlftri growth 
established tbs Kenya. Nations 
Family Programme — me.first of to 
kind In Africa, south- of the Sahara. 


drernendaf i 

Mi growth,'! 
Nations! ! 
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US possible military interven- 
tion in Lebanon 

The newspaper Al ItUhad of Abu Dhabi wr- 
ites that the US naval force deployment off 
(he Lebanese shores could be aimed at an 
eventual military operation in Lebanon or 
could be used as an Intimidation to show 
countries in the region that the Reagan ad- 
ministration la not a ''paper tiger" In the 
face of terrorism. 

It warns that a disintegrated and weak 
Lebanon could be thought aa an easy target 
for invasion, but the same disunited country 
forced Washington to pull out its forces. Is- 
rael, on the other hand, waits to 
use a US invasion to achieve the goals it 
failed to reach during its 1982 invasion of 
Lebanon. 

Al-Bayan newspaper of Dubai urges Arab 
countries to draw the United States' atten- 
tion to the enormous dangers of such gun- 
boat policy and reminds the Americans of 
Lebanon's extremely bitter taste. The paper 
attributes the US readiness to carry out a 
major military operation in the Middle East 
to the decline of the Reagan administra- 
tion's credibility at home and abroad. It ex- 
presses the view that the administration 
may view such an operation as the only way 
to save Reagan from disgrace due to the 
Irangate affair. 

The paper warns that such an operation 
will lead to a sharp increase of Arab hostility 
towards the United States to a point of 
no-return. 

The Kuwaiti newspaper Al-Watan writes 
that any American military operation in Le- 
banon wilt be mainly designed to distract at- 
tention from the Iranian arms deaf scandal. 
It adds that the United States did not learn 
from the lessons of history and seems to 
have forgotten the losses inflicted upon its 
forces In the past In Lebanon at South East 
Asia. 'Any new adventure will meet the 
same fate as the past one and could even 
be worse as far as the consequences are 
concerned,' warns the Kuwaiti paper. 

Al-Raya newspaper of Qatar says the US 
adamant disregard of the Palestinian peo- 
ple's rights and its constant commitment to 
support Israeli aggressions have created an 
atmosphere of extreme hostility to the Un- 
ited States In the Arab World. The American 
administration, the paper adds, should have 
considered why nationals are being kidnap- 
ped in Lebanon before threatening to launch 
a military operation. The paper calls on the 
United States to reconsider its threats of 
resorting to armed force to rescue the hos- 
tages, because if it intervenes militarily it will 
reap only more frustration and face further 
humiliation. 

The Qatari English-Language newspaper 
’ The Gulf TlmeB asserts, a military action 
will only further complicate the situation and 
make the release of the hostages more dif- 
ficult.- "Any military action will be merely, a 
terrorist adventure against an Innocent po- 
' pulatlori who have nothing to do with the 
abduction of the hostages. It will be a repa- 


rtition of last year's air raid against Libya in 
. which many innocent peoplB were id 
.while the United States drew more, inter- 


national condemnation,'' says the Gulf 
Times./ 




The Gulf conflict 


• The Egyptian weekly newspaper Akhbar 
Al-Yom writes -that, the Iranian regime will 
■.not accept ah end to He war with Iraq un- 
less JI Is faced with a unified Arab-Musllm 
j.Btpnd. Without such a stand, the paper, re- 
■, leaders ol Tehran will persist In 

... j.thafr .aggression against Iraq and -will conti- 
nue lo. threaten - the peace and security of 
the whole region. 1 

Y. *lt 'is of paramount importance that Arab 
and Muslim leaders forge a common stand 
. ( aimed at. security theregtan from the de- 
vastation which Iranian leaders are Inflicting 
■ ;on’ [t- In Ihp. interest of Israel/' writes the 
. • Egypliari pappr. . • ; 

• . i: .The weekly October pf Cairo - says the 
. Iranian aggrppslan poses a 1 . ‘serious threat 
agalpbl pan.-Afab; security end the whole 
niap Of. the Arab. .World;- becalise rip 
aim Is tb le&fr aevefal Arab'.countrieS 
Opart, it pays, trait -.by.-. ojjpos,Iho : peacq at* 


lerriptb, .Iran stand?, aqafiat- the .will of the 
. international ;• commbhlty'.;whJc(t'-lirmly ; 
Heves Inpepceapd the rveb^&S|ty tp rastiJve 
Ihe .conflict, b?neflotiatl£n, v •//,'/ 

In Kuwait) the rVewspaperAi ftfcM'q wr* 
ties that Iran's perfiisfepcb In . continuing the. 
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war has no Justification and constliutes an 
open and rude challenge to the will and de- 
sire of the international community. 'Iran's 
rejection of the peace call issued by Muslim 
leaders representing one billion Muslims 
during their conference in Kuwait last month 
is neither logical nor reasonable. By refus- 
ing Ihe call, Iran has isolated itself from the 
World Muslim community, writes Al-Anba’a. 
It notes that the iBlamlc summit's resolution 
on the Iren-iraq war contain provisions 
which can lead to a lust solution and a quick 
end lo the war. 

in Baghdad, the Qadlssiya weekly ass- 
erts that the Iranian military option has vir- 
tually failed In the face of the Iraqi military 
superiority and the Iranian leaders' claim 
that 1987 Is the year of decisiveness has 
brought defeat end calamities to the Iranian 
people. 

Another Iraqi newspaper, Al Gomhouriya 
stresses the Iraqi air force's superiority as a 
decisive element In Inflicting defeat on the 
Iranians. It says the recent Iraqi air raids on 
Iranian economic and military targets have 
pushed Iranians into a narrow corner and 
placed them in an embarrassing position. 

Ad-Dustour newspaper ol Amman critic- 
ises some groups who hold American hos- 
tages for attempting to offer the United 
States a pretext lor military Intervention in 
Lebanon. It says that offering such an 
opening repreeents a reckless and Irre- 
sponsible position. The paper also warns 
that the United States has not completely 
abandoned its plana for military Intervention 
In Lebanon despite attempts by US officials 
to play the Issue down. It explains that Am- 
erican warships are still being de- 
ployed In the East Mediterranean, ready 
for Intervention If Ihe kidnappers' carried out 
their threats of killing the hostages. 


Commenting on Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir's call on the Arab population 
to co-operate with the Israeli occupation 
forces, Al Ra'I newspaper says the call is 
ridiculous because the Arabs In the occu- 
pied territories can never co-exist with the 
enemy. It adds that it Is impossible for a 
people in an Invaded country lo even con- 
template the idea of collaborating with the 
forces occupying their lands. 



Maarlvft newspaper says that there are 
many indications which prove that the So- 
viet Union is currently reviewing Its policies 
regarding Jewish immigration to Israel. In 
the light ol this development, Israelis will 
commit a big and enormous mistake If they 
continue to adopt anti-Soviet policies and 
attitudes. 

If Israel sincerely wishes to have the So- 
viets keep the doors widely opened for Je- 
wish Imlgrants then It should put up positive 
Initiatives aimed at encouraging and Improv- 
ing Its bilateral relations with Moscow. One 
of these Initiatives Is to approve of the 
Moscow's participation In the proposed 
International peace conference bearing In 
mind the Importance' of their role In such 
conferences. • 

The paper concludes by assuring that no 
Arab country will accept to start peace ne- 
gotiations with Israel without holding an 
International peace conference In which the 
Soviets will not be Included. 

Hadashot comments on the civil protests 
and demonstrations which have been rife In 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. These ac- 
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tions fin.mutod aflw the* deportation ol Mr 
Mohammad Dahlan from Khnn Younis tom 
about Iwti wi’ukr, ago The demonstrate : 
become more violent on Ihe aftermath tj 1 
the shooting of a young lad and the injurlnl ^ 
ol three Arab citizens there. 1 | 

Recently, the paper goes on. nine Arab ci- 
vilians from Salntnh refugee camp and H 
Nnjah University in Nablus were wounded 
when border guards opened lire on them to 
dispurso nn angry demonstration the people 
were staging against Israel. Following that 
the Israeli authorities decided to close Ai 
Nnjah university lor one month and placed 
Balata refugee camp under curlew. 

I 

It is becoming very evident, comments the i 
paper, that the Arab demonstrations grow j 
wilder whenever n citizen is shat or 
wounded by the Israeli soldiers. These vto- 
lent protests have so far been waged for 
over 20 years and will evidently be conti- 
nued as long ns Israel persists in occupying 
the Arab lands. 

Haaretz newspaper poses the following 
two questions - . Witt an international peact 
conference be held in the Middle EaBt? And 
will there be any real and serious progress 
in the peace march in the region? 

The paper points out that there are cur- 
rently two conflicting currents (lowing 
through the Israeli government. The first 
current or the Peres block backs the idea of 
holding the conference. While the other 
block lead by Shamir, Btrongly opposes Ihe j 
idea. 

This conflict within the government Is ap- j 
parently expected to hamper and prevent j 
the holding of the proposed conference end ' 
at the same time kill any chance for pro* ! 
areas of the peace efforts being exerted. 
Shamir and his comrades do their utmost lo 
abort any initiatives aimed at pushing the 
peace cart forward. And all statements rel- 
eased in this phase are solely used for local 
consumption and has nothing to do with 
reality, the paper concludes. 

Al Quds Arabic paper writes: drains- 

tic incidences and developments which w 
attracting the world's attention are cunwUj 
taking place in the West Bank and Qaa 
Strip. The Israeli occupation of the area all 
continues with no signs or hopes that a set- 
tlement will be reached to end this occupa- 
tion. So far the Palestinian problem h»«; 
quired n great International prominence 
since the end of the World War II. 

However, the paper comments, e v0r Yjj 
new positive and negative phenomena are* 
and new Ideas emerge regarding the 
bllshment of education, press, or u«j 
foundations In the occupied territories^ 
should admit that the establishment ow 
things together with the opening of new J 
Iversitles, hospitals, Inductrial. aflncujttjj 
or commercial corporations will 
have positive effects on the life ol tno 
Inhabitants. Yot. the paper comments, 
long as the Israeli occupation con'* 1 ( . 
nothing will make the Arab Inhabitants 
secure or happy. „ 

Al Hamlahmar wrlles: The tor aeH 
ties Imposed a curfew on Balntah re JJF 
camp after Israeli vehlcios were stonea 
the Inhabitants. Scores of young men 
teenagers were detained and thrown' 
Fara'h prison. The paper points out nai 
Israeli authorities have placed nU . y 
curfews on this very camp during i« ^ 
year for different reasons and ' unw ^ 
ous pretexts with hundreds of its you 
ing detained, 



Finance, business & economy 


Do higher tariffs actually help? 


By Rula Nasr Darwazah 

Special to The Star 

IN THE past week the cabinet tins 
undertaken a number of measures 
in order lo support the economy of 
Jordan by protecting local indus- 
tries. These measures include in- 
creasing the tariffs on some lux- 
ury or complemenfory goods and 
protecting some local industries 
by prohibiting the imports of their ri- 
vals 

The prices of local and imported 
cigarettes have bean increased 
and duties on imported clothes 
raised by 10 per cent . 

The tariffs in imported cheese, al- 
cohols and nuts have also been 
raised while the cement industry- 
will be fully protected by the prohi- 
bition of all cement imports. 

The protection of local indus- 
tries Is usually achieved either by 
subsidizing these industries for a 
certain period ol time to enable 
them to become more competeti- 
vie In the market, or by Imposing 
tariffs on imports of commodities 
which are also produced locally. 

This Increase of tariffs on cer- 
laln imported commodities can 
have a number of effects on the 
economy. The first obvious effect 
is an Increase In prices. Then the 
tariffs collected generate revenue 
for Ihe government which arc thon 
lor the Improvement of the eco- 
nomy and can work as a means of 
redistribution of Income. 

Locd producers are also sup- 
wsod to gain a form of protection 
? ^[industries, This works if 
me tariffs Imposed on Imported 
goods are higher than those im- 
posefl on the raw materials im- 
Poned by local producers. 

^ example, the government 


has increased tariffs on imported 
dot lies by 10 per cent and ex- 
empted the raw materials of 
clothes industries such as but- 
tons. zippers, etc., from tariffs. 
This is a good step towards pro- 
moting and protecting the clothing 
industry as thu local producers will 
have the chance to save on their 
costs and al the same lime, be- 
come more competitive in the mar- 
ket. 

However, there is a fact that 
has to be considered and that is, 
the nature of Ihe demand behav- 
iour of the consumer. Those con- 
sumers whose demand is inelas- 
tic and thus whose response to 
the increase in prices is limited, 
will not change their pattern of 
purchasing, and thus will still pay 
the higher prices. On ihe other 
hand I hose consumers, whose de- 
mand is elastic will be highly re- 
sponsive to the change in prices 
ancf are likely to refrain from buy- 
ing imported goods. 

This leads us to the point that 
only those who are willing to pay 
for the increase in prices, are 
those who are affected by the in- 
crease In tariffs. Thus only those 
who can afford the increase in 
prices are those who will finally 
pay for the increase in tariffs. And. 
as was noted earlier, the revenue 
that is collected by means ot tariff 
will be spent again in the economy 
for n range of improvements to 
benefit the whole community. 
Thus, in this manner, the tariff can 
work us a means of redistribution 
of income. 

The same process applies to 
the Import of commodities such as 
Alcohol and nuts ns a percentage 
of the population is willing to go on 
buying such luxury Hems despite 
pricu rises. 


Those detainees, the paper am 
were subject to wild sessions of torni ^ 
physical abuse. Besides, a numbs 
tizenB were shot dead and many 
wounded. The paper adds that tnesej 
liar aotlons performed by the l srae ' , lco nws 
will ultimately invite retaliatory 
and carry adverse repsrcussi ions. ^ 

becomes very urgent that those so® ^ 
reprimanded and deterred, conciu 
paper. ... '■ 

Kol Haer writes: Israeli minister 

ing and construction David L« V V , 

flurated . a number of new 
projects In the Heart of the Arab c x ^ 
bron. .In the opening ceremony. * ^ 

ter stated that he is very keen [' o. , haC «y 
the number of housing units bu' ir 
and expand the size of Jewish ^ ^ 
there. He added, the paper points ^ 

. he plans to build Hundreds ol nov ' v ^ 
16 the same area within the rtexi I w” * 
The paper, comments that tha ' ^ ® 

Moment In . Hebron will deHniteiy t ^ 

' more tension and invite more , it . 
fraoaa between the Arab 
wish sstllers. The Israel) flovornmen ^ 

posed to ban any settlements IJJ ' b djlsf 
Inhabited areas. especially the 
ahb . towns concludes the pap 0r 


i 



ioUJI JUuJ&VI Sjljj 
*;U$£aJl CiUUaaJt 
ministry of public works 
GOVERNMENT tenders directorate 


A»V^llTI»EMt:NT 
Central Tcnrior No. 1/8? 

Naur Bypass 

Contractors who have been previously prequalified for 
iftnH COns * ruc ^ on 161a project are Invited to submit 
JWs .starting Feb. 7th 1987 according to the follow- 
‘"9 conditions: 

d)- Scope of work- 

Naur Bypass consists of (5.6) kilometres of a main 
highway- composed of 4-lanes, 2 Interchanges and 
/pv 2 overpasses. 

of 16® project is financed by an USAID grant. 

• the first copy of tender documents Is JD 

'.poo. No refunds will be made. Cost of the second 
(41 - 1 w°l doc uments Is JD (300) 

19 Q 7 a e f° r purchase of documents is Feb. 28 th 

^ p!t!i en 2? r meeting shall be held at the Ministry of 
( 0 L Tonii c Wo *8 °n Sunday, March 1st, 1987. 
wPff* sha,! b e submitted before 12.00 noon of 
. St March 21, 1987 at the Government Tenders 
/ directorate in Amman. 

|?ft n 6 ; C6ntri ' 1 Tenders 


Ql'^minee 

Dlr «etertte 0Vernment Tend0, » 


So. until local industries are es- 
tablished the tariffs can be con- 
sidered a useful measure for the 
economy. Certain industries which 
are facing difficulties, particularly 
in a time of recession, need to be 
protected until they can stand on 
their own. 

These prohibitive measures are 
the maximum that government 
can do for the protection of local 
Industries. The measures restrict 
the local consumers to purchase- 
ing the local production although 
the real impact of the measures Is 
not felt until stocks of the im- 
ported materials in the market 
have been used up. 

Local 

highlights 

By Ibtlsam Dababneh 

Special to The Star 

KUWAIT will host a Jordanian in- 
vestment gathering this month as 
one step in implementing the com- 
mercial agreement signed be- 
tween the two countries. At this 
gathering, the first of its kind, in- 
vestment opportunities. pri- 
vileges and facilities provided for 
both Jordanian expatriates in Ku- 
wait and Kuwaiti investors will be 
discussed. Investment opportuni- 
ties are open in the fields of tour- 
ism, Industry, agricultural, real est- 
ate and finance. Furthermore, a 
presentation will be made on Jor- 
danian economy's progress and 
developments In the recent years, 
reviewing the taxation system 
adopted In the Kingdom and the 
current situation of the Amman 
Financial Market. 

— Due to difficulties, particularly 
in the field of currency transfer 
facing the Jordanian exporters 
dealing with countries with which 
Jordan has signed commercial 
protocols, the Amman Chamber of 
Industry's council has asked the 
Minister of Trade and Industry to 
study the possibility of Including 
partner agreements between the 
private sectors In Jordan and 
these countries. 

— The Natural Resources Author- 
ity (NRA) has completed a techni- 
cal study of all mineral resources 
In Jordan. The NRA Invites Jorda- 
nian and non-Jordanfan Investors 
to obtain exploration licenses 
which permit them to explore for 
these minerals In order to esta- 
blish investment projects In this 
field. 

— The Vocational Training Corpo- 
ration Ib planning to held a semi- 
nar under the theme of ‘‘voca- 
tional security end health measur- 
es required when using chemical 
products.*' The sehilnar will be 
held at the meeting hall at the Am- 
man Chamber of Industry with the 
co-operation of the International 
Labour Organization. 


— Correction*”" 

In the 5 February Issue of 
The Star we reported that 
the Aqaba Regional Authority 
had cancelled a contract 
with Outlnord of France for 
the management of the 
national camping site at 
Aqaba. It has now come to 
our attention that this con- 
tract has not In fact, been 
cancelled and still Btande. 
We wish to apologize for any 
Inconvenience caused by our 
mistake. 


• SUPPLY OF soap for the Public Security. Tender do- 
cuments are available at the Public Security Purchasing De- 
partment closing date: 22 February 1987. 

• TENDER NO. 6/87 Supply of antl-foaming chemicals for 
the water Authority. Tender documents are available at the 
authority's offices for JD 5. Closing date: 28 February 
1987. 

• TENDER NO. 21/87 Supply of tyres for Jordan Electric- 
ity Authority. Tender documents are available at the autho- 
rity's offices In Jabal Amman for JD 1 . Closing date: 14 Fe- 
bruary 1987. 

• SUPPLY OF computer fabric ribbons for the Jordanian 
Co-operative Organization. Tender documents are available 
at the organization's offices In Al Abdall Closing date: 16 
February 1987. 

• SUPPLY OF dry and green clover for the Public Security 
Directorate. Tender documents are available at the pur- 
chasing Committee offices. Closing date: 22 February 
1987. 

• TENDER NO. 5/87 Supply of 99 pumps for the Water 
Authority. Tender documents are available at the authority 
for JD 100. Closing date: 28 March 1987. 

• TENDER NO. 85/86 Supply of three movie projectors for 
Royal Jordanian. Tender documents are available at the 
Royal Jordanian offices for JD 2. Closing date: 19 February 
1987. 

• TENDER NO. 6/87 Supply of cardboard boxes for Royal 
Jordanian. The Tender documents are available at the pur- 
chasing department offices for JD 2. Closing date: 19 Fe- 
bruary 1987. 

e TENDER NO. 4/87 Supply of cutting equipment for the 
Aqaba Railway Corporation. Tender documents are avail- 
able at tha corporations offices In Amman for JD 20. Clos- 
ing date: 7 March 1987. 

• TENDER NO 2/87 building of LPG filling stations and 
related facilities for the Jordan Petroleum refinery Co. Ltd. 
Tender documents are available at the company's offices for 
JD 100. Closing date: 1 March 1987. 

• TENDER NO. 3/87 building of LPG storage sphere and 
related accessories at Amman LPG for the Jordan Pe- 
troleum Refinery Co. Ltd. Tender documents are available 
at the companies offlceB for JD 100. Closing date 1 March 
1987. 

• TENDER NO 43/86 Supply of uniforms for the Royal Air 
Force Directorate. Tender documents are available at the 
Directorate's purchasing committee offices. Closing date: 
15 February 1987. 

• SUPPLY OF stationery for the Jordanian Armed Forces. 
Tender documents are available at the Tenders Committee 
offices for JD 20. Closing date: 3 March 1987. 

• TENDER NO 7/87. Supply of paper bags for the Ministry 
of Supply. Tender documents are available at the ministry 
for JD 5. Closing date: 1 March 1967. 

• TENDER NO. 1/87. Supply of cables for the Royal Air 
Force Directorate. Tender documents are available at the 
directorate. Closing date: 17 March 1987. 

• TENDER NO. 6/87. Supply of furniture for the Ministry of 
Supply. Tender documents are available at the ministry for 
JD 5. Closing date: 25 February 1987. 


Opportunities in the Gulf 


AMMAN — The Ministry of Trade 
and Industry ha8 recently received 
an invitation to participate in the 
first Gulf foodstuff 8 exhibition, due 
to be held in Dubai from 19-25 
October 1987. The Gulf foodstuffs 
exhibition will take place at the 
Dubai commercial centre. The ex- 
hibition will have sectors for cat- 
ering units hotel services, and 
food supply and all Jordanian 
foods industries are welcome to 
participate. 


Meanwhile, on the occasion of 
the Jordanian trade exhibition in 
Muscat which begins on 21 Febru- 
ary the Amman Chamber of Indus- 
trys' monthly magazine has been 
devoted to Oman's economy. The 
magazine notes that Oman has a 
free economy open to all products. 

It points out that Oman has a par- 
ticular demand for foodstuffs, 
furniture, textiles, manufactured 
goods and handicrafts. 


The Ideal Residence for Expatriates & 
Businessmen 
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IN BRIEF 


Nyerere lists poverty causes 

DAR-ES-SALAAM (OPECNA) — Former Tanzanian President 
Julius Nyerere said recently that the causes of third world 


Third World is dead,’ 
says British economist 


poverty Is In the International economic system and Institu- 
tions, world and national politics, history and geography. 

According to the IPS news agency, Nyerere Bald poverty 
could not be overcome until the conditions which perpe- 
tuated It had militated against efforts to light It were dealt 
with. 

Ha was speaking at a ceremony In London, where he 
presented the 1986 Third World prize to Bob Geldof, the 
Irish singer who helped raise S75 million (or famine relief In 
Africa last year. 

Nyerere said Third World populations "live in desperate 
poverty, with no reserves against the blows of famine, flood 
or wars, or any combination of these." 

Crop failures coming on top of permanent poverty and 
economic underdevelopment led to mass starvation, the 
African statesman pointed out. 

Contrasting disaster situation In developed countries with 
those of the Third World, Nyerere said poor nations were 
handicapped by poor Infrastructure and lack of trained 
manpower, he called for International, government and In- 
stitutional action egalnBt world poverty. 

Praising Galdof, he said the singer had heightened aware- 
ness about the problems of Africa among the ordinary peo- 
ples of Europe and America. - 

He said Geldof and those who worked with him made It 
much more difficult for governments of the north 'to excuse 
Inaction on matters concerning gross International Inequal- 
ity.' 

"In a dramatic manner, Geldof and his friends demon- 
strated the strong feelings of human solidarity which exist 
everywhere," Nyerere elated. 

He also paid tribute to 'the much-maligned youth of the 
r ch countries' for being at the forefront of this demonstra- 
tion. 

IFAD loan to poor farmers 

ROME (OPECNA) — - The International Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD) Is to help the Ivory Coast government 
Jj""P h ?„* ch l ?? e to boost the Incomes of 18,000 smallhol- 
der families living below the poverty line In one of the coun- 
try^ poorest areas. 

Under an agreement signed here. IFAD —In which OPEC 
member countries form one of the two major donor groups 
will extend a loan of $6.6 million for the Rural Develop- 
ment Project In the Babakala-Katlola region. H 

.Jhs $13 million project, which Is being co-flnanoed by 
the Ivory Coast government and the West African Develop- 
Place the emphasis on research and pilot 
efforts to Improve food crops and cotton production. 

.Development of alternative crops to offset the fragile na- 
ture of the savannah soils In the region will be actively pro- 
■EJSJs Together with the establishment of farmers' co- 
operatives, marketing and credit schemas and encou- 
ragement of mixed livestock-food crop farming. 

lp AD, the project will benefit 3,000 new 
smallholder farmers. Some 200 farmers will double their ln- 
on!& th « u8e of ox-drawn ploughs and about 
to^grow*food* ro a*" * armar8 Wl1 adopl Improved practices 

. .J* 1 ® Joan agreement was signed by IFAO President Dr 
S^le?man Z S^o and **“ l * ry Coa9t Amba *®ador to Rome, 


By John Tanner 

LONDON — A specialist in inter- 
national economics has declared 
that the Third World Is dead — a 
proposition that Is likely to pro- 
voke debate and protest from Be- 
lize to Brunei, from Senegal to Su- 
rinam. 

According to Dr Nigel Harris of 
London University, the rise of 
newly industrializing countries and 
territories like South Korea and 
Hong Kong has made the notion of 
the Third World "Irrelevant and out 
of date." 

"Third Worldlsm, which began 
as a critique of an unequal world, 
today Is no more than a toothless 
decoration," Harris says. 

The Increasing dispersal of 
manufacturing to different parts of 
the globe means the old model of 
an Industrialized centre and peri- 
pheral Third World Is no longer 
helpful, he argues. 

In a disturbing, well-researched 
book (*) Harrris, who teaches 
development studies at University 
College, London, examines the re- 
cord of the so-called Newly Indus- 
trializing Countries (NICs). 

In doing so, he attacks the theo- 
ries of both left-wing Third World- 
tote and right-wing free mar- 
keteers. 

For Harris, the remarkable 
growth of Hong Kong, South 
Korea, Taiwan and Singapore de- 
monstrates that "development" Is 
possible even within the unequal 
neo-colonial system. 

At the same time, the success 
of the four "Aslan Tigers" owes 
far more to the stele than to either 
private enterprise or the free mar- 
ket, he argues. 

Where, asks Harris, Is the 
comparative advantage" of South 
Korea, for example, In shipbuild- 
ings. 

Between 1973 and 1983, South 

it8 8h,p construc- 
tion by 15,000 per cent to nearly a 
quarter of world production, "com- 
parative advantage,'" he writes. ' 
faiwan has 


countries," says Harris, who has 
lived and worked in Malaysia, Nig- 
eria and India. 

He argues that the id8as stem- 
ming from the Bandung Confer- 
ence In Indonesia In 1955, where 
the concept of the "Third World" 
was born, have been overtaken. 

The notion that the Third World 
supplies cheap raw materials to 
an exploitative Industrial centre in 
Europe and North America no lon- 
ger applies, he says. 

"By the 1970s, North America 
exported more primary commodi- 
ties than the less developed coun- 
tries, and the majority of exports 
of the less developed countries by 
the early 1980s were manufac- 
tured goods." 

He also clashes head-on with 
respected economists such as 
Celso Futardo, who has urged 
Brazil to turn much more to the 
home market and depend less on 
world trade. 

Harris aaya the independent 
nation state no longer can create 
the kind of economic and social 
development promised by Third 
Worldlsts. 

Third Worldlsm Inherited Its 
Ideas both from the Soviet Union 
and from the keynesian state ca- 
pitalism practiced In Western 
nations after World War II, he 
says. 

But the Idea, dominant between 
1930 and I960, that governments 
could use exchange controls, 
planning and public ownership to 
run their economies, now has 
been widely discarded, he says. 

‘By the 1970s, there was no' 
such confidence In the capacity of 
governments to control domestic 
affairs; the market, the Invisible 
hand of benevolent economic de- 
ity, was everywhere seen as the 
only means of allocating resour- 
ces efficiently. 

. “Monetarism has ousted Keyne- 
sianism In a revolution of eco- 
nomic thinking." 

w£w. pi ? bl0m waa ,hat Third 
World leaders were rarely drawn 
from the desperately poor but 

morn nftah uiora »liu. _ , 


South Korea, Brazil and 
have had to borrow heaK 
maintain their growth and ^ 
have very little room for 2 
oeuvre to control the direction^ 
their economies, Harris sayT 

The London academic k 
broadening a thema he first dJ 
forward in his 1983 study w 
Bread and Guns, that the wai 
economy has become Increasing 
integrated. w 

The recession of the 19B0shas 
forced such companies as faj 
and General Motors to dfeposi 
their manufacturing all over ft 
globe to stay competitive. 

There is a massive shift in Ha 
share-out of manufacturing In <8- 
ferent parts of the world, hem 
Between 1960 and 1981 tit 
share of value in manufacturing 
Western Europe and North Am- 
erica tumbled from 78 to 69 pe 
cent. 

Over the same period, Japan In- 
creased its share from 9 to22ps 
cent, while the NICs togetha 
jumped from 9 per cent of value i 
manufacturing to more than IS 
per cent. 

The World Bank estimates M 
by 1990, Western Europe and 
North America will enjoy lessta 
half the world's manufacture 
cake. 

At the same time, there hu 
been "universal embrace oi wW 
was until recently thought oi » 
the outdated ethics of 19th cot 
tury capitalism. 

"In Latin America, foreign in- 
vestment is wooed; in African 
states trading organizations si 
scrapped; in China the profit mo- 
tive Is once again respeotabte.' 

Says Harris, "There Is nokW 
a Third World." 

He concedes that the major*! 
of people in less developed wot 
tries still depend on low-proacfr 
Ity agriculture. There still areiW 
people and poor countries, but oft: 
liticlans no longer believe o« 
nation can nationalize, subskE* 
and force growth on Its own 

But amid this change and W'l 


TENDER’S NOTICE 

Directorate pi Protettf Ministry of Education announces 
^ Issuing of thb following tender* whfch ere part of the Sixth 
lAjcaUpnaJ Project No. 2378-JO, sponsored by the World 

Tendarti.No. '■.Tills'- Fees J.D. 


' Library furniture 
Ub/ rurnllqre .. 

• General science 
Pbyatos equipment 


MS* W liulii I 


. Fees J.D. , 

10.000 

10.000 


. >: ,unermsKy equipment \ 5,000 ^ 

' ; .;Chffiffl0ala V 7 ' •■ : ’vM5.QOO 

\ '£ ."■■■ :■ Home Economics vromen'sil 6.000 ' 

-r equlpniente ; : 

Vooatjohal ty/shops equ|p;'6lobis i l 5.000 |V \' 

Interested bidder* art invited to collect tender dbcu* ; 
men!*, from procurement dhrftiep nt the Directorate « 
SpPJfS? 7 Ministry of Education starting Fob, 7/lSS? . 
■belnm th* payment of the abovefee*. < 

Cteeihg date *M be ifcOO a.m. of Apri! 9,1W7, - 

■ Director of #roleota - 


pore, conditions had. t'o be right-1 

.the. ending, of. United ■ States'aid 
Improvement In education and 
•~ty of cheap transport — 

avfliK[S^ nt ! ,n - education and' 
w S? ty ohea P transport ^ 
or governments to be able to 
Intervene successfully. - 


npve.as little In 

hava^with^ h ^! be I ® 8 W 
.eve with the fmbr* developed i 
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a The value of the King- 
dom's exports to Saudi Ara- 
Hfl in 1985 has amounted to 
S) 39 million moat of which 
wiro fruits, vegetables, and 
c«nMt. 

# The Public Transport Cor- 
DOfatlon la to design a new 
San for the development of 
Cervices so that it will be 
able to raise the corpora- 
tion's overall share of trans- 
port activity from 23 per 
cent In 1986 to 60 per cent 
In 1990. 

• The Jordanian govern- 
ment has sent a notice to 
the Arab League suggesting 
Hist the air transport be- 
tween the Arab countries be 
considered as a local trans- 
port. 

t A foreign company has 
been awarded a contract to 
carry a feasibility study for a 
nsw railway project to be uti- 
lized for carrying phosphates 
and other commodities to 
and (rom Aqaba port and the 

K te mines In the sou- 
se. 

• Contacts are underway 
with Saudi Arabia to have the 
Fatter review Its decision to 
ban the entry of Jordanian 
trailers and refrigerated vehi- 
cles into Saudi Arabia to un- 
load their freights. 

• The government has de- 
cided to cancel the expan- 
sion project for Aqaba port 
*ftd to set up a plan to ubb 
port's existing capacity 
to the maximum In addition 
to reviewing the clearance 
end services fees levied on 
commodities at the port. 

• formed sources have 
disclosed that the govern- 
in' to conducting a study 
to identify the Kingdom's an- 
nual needs of Imported 
tavy vehicles, This study Is 
at curbing the wast- 

CSVto h , e vehlolM 

jTjto government has 
offers from Ban- 

T h # nd ,0r th ® 

tt t J e,y on Jord "nlan 
teg!? 98 18 a P r,mar * 

WsJIK a /i? H nd ® rw ®y 

, of th ® tooal markets. 

bi ffin ® xpor }8 of sheep 
3 5 • mlliU 8r ® valu ® d JD 
l97,oSo « h 8l ? d Included 
Most ex- 
^ Gulf States 

tottlveft" ^ rabla whioh 

Wj W8^SiSJi t to th# value 
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to review the I 

In .the light of 
by 

smart! 

i n i . 




W:.a v flill 




Islamic bankin 


Following Is the second Install- 
ment of Dr R.J.A. Wilson's study 
on Islamic banking in Jordan 

The authorized share capital of 
the Jordan -Islamic Bank was JD 4 
million, with shareholdings res- 
tricted to a maximum of 5 per cent 
of the total capital under law num- 
ber 13 of 1978. The initial paid up 
capital was JD 1 million, most of 
which was raised by public sub- 
scription apart from the funds In- 
vested by the founder owners. 
Each year until 1983 a further JD 
1 million was paid up until the 
whole authorized capital was sub- 
scribed. 

The founder subscribers were 
entitled to Increase their participa- 
tion in line with their initial sub- 
scriptions each year until 1983, 
but not all did so. By December 
1980 only JD 273 was unsettled, 
but by 1981 this had risen to JD 
168,492, representing almost 17 
per cent • of that year's set- 
tlements. 

The position Improved the foll- 
owing year however, as only JD 
66,983 was left unsubscribed out 
of the fourth capital Issue. All of 
these shares were readily taken 
up by new purchasers who were 
keen to become owner partici- 
pants in the bank because of its 
increasingly favourably reputation. 

In 1985 some amendments to 
the banks establishment law were 
made when the ban's permanent 
law No. 62 was passed. The major 
change provided for an Increase In 
the bank's authorized capital to 
JD 6 million, a decision which was 
ratified by the General Assembly 
of the Bank at a meeting on 21st 
December 1986. All the bank's 
shareholders are entitled to attend 
the General Assembly. This deci- 
sion was taken partly as a result 
of the development of the bank's 
business, and the need to have an 
adequate capital base. 

In addition, however, the Central 
Bank of Jordan Issued new regu- 
lations requiring the minimum ca- 
pital of all Jordanian Banks to be 
JD 5 million. During the first half of 
1986 the new authorized capital 
was duly paid up, most being sub- 
scribed by the existing sharehol- 
ders. 

Under Jordanian law existing 
shareholders are given the first 
option of purohaee when the com- 
pany's capital la Increased, and 
they have 16 days to exerolse 
their right. Most ohooBe to do so, 
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as the bank’s shares had steadily 
Inoreaaed In value, and proved a 
sound Investment. The man- 
agement estimated that there 
were over 6000 shareholders In 
1986, with the average nominal 
holding therefore being JD 1200, 
although the shares themselves 
were worth twice this amount. 

Sheikh 8aleh Kamel of Saudi 
Arabia Is Chairman of the Board of 
Directors, but hia holding In the 
Bank is below JD 260,000. The Al- 
Baraka Investment and Develop- 
ment Company has a similar 
shareholding, it being a Jordanian 
company which Is wholly owned 
by the Al-Baraka International 
group. Over 06 per cent of the oa- 
pital Is Jordanian owned. 

The bank Is not a member of the 
International Association of Isla- 
mic Banks, which tends to bo do- 
minated by Prince Mohammed bln 
. Faisal's Islamic banks. 

: Like other Al Baraka associates, 
the bank prefers : to remain ln- 
i dependent of this grouping, al- ■ 
though in Its overseas business it 
• will deal with other Islamic Banks, 
Inoludlng the FalBal Islamic Banks, 
,|n preference to secular commer- 
cial banks. 

Slim Values 

Shares In the Jordan Islamic 
Bank have been actively traded 
" since the creation of the company 



Table 1: 

Equity Position of the Jordan Islamic Bank 


1 

Value of 

Number of 

Average 

Yield 


shares traded 

shares traded 

share price 2 



(JD ’000) 

(000) 

(JD) 

1 %) 

1979 

542 

503 

1.078 

0 

1980 

4059 

2727 

1.472 

0 

1981 

3886 

2732 

1.423 

3.51 

1982 

6402 

2517 

2.544 

3.14 

1983 

7281 

2310 

3.143 

2.54 

1984 

6693 

2015 

3.322 

2.71 

1985 

826 

308 

2.878 

3i36 

1986 1 

186 

82 

2.268 

ND' 

Note: 

1. January to June. 




2. Nominal value Is JD 1.000 

3. Calculated on the basis of shareholders dividend In 
relation to the actual average share price. 

4. ND - not declared. 

Source: Jordan Islamic Bank Annual Reports 1979-85 and Central Bank of Jordan 
Monthly Statistical Bulletin June 1986. 


In 1979. Dealings in bank shares 
account for around 70 per cent of 
transactions In the Amman Finan- 
cial Market, an exchange which 
has become the second most im- 
portant in the Arab Middle East af- 
ter Cairo in terms of the value of 
transactions. The volume of deal- 
ings in shares in the Jordan Isla- 
mic Bank peaked In 1980 and 
1981 as table 1 shows, but since 
then the amount of trading has 
fallen. In 1980 It was second most 
traded company on the Amman 
Financial Market after the Jordan 
and Gulf Bank, but more recently 
dealings have declined. 

The Initial high volume of trans- 
actions partly reflected the enorm- 
ous amount of Interest in this new 
type of flnanoial Institution by mar- 
ket participants. Shareholders to- 
day tend to regard their holdings 
as long term, however, rather than 
tradable Instruments which oan be 
sold to realize capital gains. 

There is a willingness to hold on 
to the shares even when their va- 
lue declines as shareholders feel 
themselves committed to the 
bank. As a capital asset the 
shares have done relatively well In 
any case. As chart 1 shows, share 
prices In the Jordan Islamic Bank 
have consistently outperformed 
the Index for all shares. Prices 
rose more than twice the general 
share index over the 1979-86 per- 
iod, and although bank shares did 
better than those for manufactur- 
ing and distributive trades, the va- 
lue of shares In the Jordan Islamic 
Bank Increased by almost 60 per 
cent more than banks on average. 

it was only during the 1980-81 
period that the shares In the Jor- 
dan Islamic Bank performed less 
adequately, but this reflected the 
uncertainties of the ear|y settling 
down period. 

Deposit Growth 

The Jordan Islamic Bank started 
from s modest deposit 'bass as 
might be expected for a new, and 
novel kind of financial Institution. 
Jordanians tend to be Conserva- 
tive, especially In flnanoial mat-* 
tare, and preferred to adopt a 
"wait and see" approach before, 
depositing their own funds. The In- 
itial publicity that surrounded the 
bpenlrig of the new bank brought 
only a limited publto response, and 
most of. the Initial depositors were 
the bank's own Investors. 

the ; management were con- 
tent to have a slow build up of 
business Initially, as It would not 
have been easy to profitably em- 
oioy a sudden surge In deposits in 
any case. Advertising 'was 
rejected as a means of attracting" 
clients, Instead the managements 
policy was that the bank s reputa- • 
tion could best be spread by-word 
of mouth frpm .existing satisfied 


customers to their relatives and 
friends. 

One year after opening by the 
end of 1980 there were around 
.5,000 depositors, and by 1986 the 
number has grown to 85,000. The 
average size of deposit is under 
JD 2,000, and some clients have 
deposits of JD 200 or less. 

The major means of expanding 
the deposit base was by esta- 
blishing a branch network throu- 
ghout Jordan. There are now thir- 
teen branches of the bank, from 
Irbld In the north to Aqaba In the 
south. Five of the branches are in 
Amman. The spread of branches 
in the region may have contributed 
to the decline In the average value 
of deposits, but it means the bank 
is regarded as a truely national in- 
stitution. / 

Further branches are planned 
Including Mafraq in the north, Salt, 
high above the Jordan Valley, and 
possibly Azraq in the east. Jordan 
Is of course a limited market, and 
the geographical possibilities are 
soon exhausted, but the man- 
agement plan Is to open a new 
branch each year, at least for the 
next five years. The bank has no 
ambitions outside Jordan. 

Types of Deposit 

Chart 2 illustrates the growth of 
deposits Bince the Jordan Islamic 
Bank's inception. Initially trust ac- 
counts were the most popular, 
these being ourrent accounts on 
which cheques can be drawn as 
already Indicated. The manage- 
ment was keen to encourage such 
transactions accounts at the start 
which earned no return, until the 
bank could build up an Investment 
portfolio. 

Since 1980 however, joint in- 
vestment accounts have become 
more significant, and It Is this type 


of account which has come to do- 
minate in terms of deposits. The 
percentage of total deposits ac- 
counted for by joint investment 
accounts rose from 64 per cent in 
1980 to almost 82 per cent In 
1983, and over 70 per cent by 
1988. 

Of the various types of joint in- 
vestment account offered, the 
fixed term account has proved the 
most popular, as it earns the high- 
est return, 90 per cent of the de- 
clared profit proportion. Over 90 
per cent of the Joint Investment 
deposits are of this type. 

From the bank s point of view 
this dominance of fixed term ac- 
counts means a secure deposit 
base. At least a year's notice must 
be given for funds to be with- 
drawn, and In practice the amount 
under notice is extremely low. The 
bank can therefore back projects 
on a long term basis, secure in the 
knowledge that most of Its funding 
Is also long term. There Is little 
need to worry about unanticipated 
calls for funds, as In the case of 
riba commercial banks, 

The management are keen to 
attract specified investment ac- 
counts, which as chart 2 shows 
have grown steadily since 1983, 
By 1986 these accounted for over 
10 per cent of deposits, and the 
management's objective is to In- 
crease these accounts to over 
one fifth of deposits by 1990. With 
this type of deposit funds are in- 
vested In specified investment 
projeots which the depositor re- 
quests, and the rate of return 
directly depends on the particular 
project being funded, rather than 
the bank's overall profit. The de-' 
posltor has therefore a greater de- 
gree of choice, but he bears the. 
risk, and makes the gain (or loss). 

To be continued next week 
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Chari 2 : J. 1 .B. DEPOSIT GROWTH 
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EURODEPOSIT RATES 


Currencies 

Period 

US $ 

DM 

FF 

SF 

D FIs 

Yen 

1 M 

6 5/16 

4 

8 5/8 

3 1/4 

5 7/16 

4 1/2 

2 M 

6 5/16 

4 

8 11/16 

3 1/2 

5 7/16 

4 3/8 

3 M 

6 5/16 

4 

8 11/10 

3 9/16 

5 3/8 

4 1/4 

6 M 

6 5/16 

4 

8 3/4 

3 9/16 

5 5/16 

4 1/4 

9 M 

6 3/8 

4 1/16 

8 3/4 

3 5/8 

5 5/16 

4 1/4 

12 M 

6 3/8 

4 1/16 

8 3/4 

3 11/16 

5 5/16 

4 5/8 

2 Years 

6 9/16 

4 3/8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 Years 

6 15/16 

4 11/16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 Years 

7 3/8 

5 3/16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 Years 

7 1/2 

5 3/8 

— 

— 

— 

• — 


Sterling 

Pound 

11 11/16 
11 

10 15/16 

11 11/16 
1.1 11/16 
11 11/16 


Source: Finance and Credit Corporation 


GOLD 
IN JORDAN 


AMMAN (Star) — Prices on 
Wednesday 11 February, 1967 
were as follows: 

18 ct.. JD 3.360 per gramme 
21 ct.. JD 3.900 per gramme 
24 ct.. JD 4.650 per gramme 
One kilogramme (9999) JD 
4,457.000 

Ounce JD 144.600 

Gold Sterling.... JD 32.600 
(Central Bank) 

Rashadi Pound.... JD 25.500 
(Seven grammes) 


Source: Youelf Abu Sara, 
Jewellers, Amman. 


EXCHANGE RATES 



buy 

sail 

US dollar 

.342 

.344 

Sterling pound 

.512 

.525 

German mark 

.187 

.169 

French franc 

.055 

.0560 

Swiss franc 

.215 

.218 

Dutch guilder 

.162 

.166 

Italian lire (1000) 

.2576 

.283 

Swedish kroner 

.051 

.056 

Saudi rlyal 

.0910 

.0916 

Kuwaiti dinar 

1.224 

1.227 

UAE dirham 

.09275 

.09325 

Egyptian pound 

.1726 

.1800 

Syrian lira 

.0135 

.0137 

Iraqi dinar 

.260 

.265 

Omani riyal 

.883 

.895 

Source: National Jordan Exchange Company 


Dollar mostly higher, gold 
steady 


LONDON (AP) — The US dollar recovered lost ground 
against most major currencies in Europe early Wednesday. 
Gold bullion prices were little changed, at Just under S403. 

Foreign exchange traders in Frankfurt, West Germany, 
eald the market'was unsettled by the dollar's sharp declines 
In Europe over the previous two days. 

They said many market participants were staying to the 


sidelines prior to the release Thursday and Friday of several 
key US economic, indicators that could help determine the 
dollar’s medlunutsrm trend. 

The. dollar, has beeh buffeted this week by US Treasury 
Secretary Jamea Baker's remarks Indicating a willingness 
by, the administration to tolerate further declines. 

; But the ourrency had stabilized In New York late Tuesday 
on rising US Interest rates and technical factors. 

^ Frankfurt traders eald rumourB that the West German 
Central Bank had Intervened Jointly with the US Federal 
Reserve In New York trading helped lift the dollar Wednes- 
day, even though the rumours turned out to be false. 

^ Mldmornlng dollar rates In Europe oompared with late 
, Tuesday: ;• .. 


I'iaiR uSL *t? rman Marlf B, up from 1.7965 
• iSJS “P from 1.5280 

2 0480 MP from 6.0350 

I 29o so —i* up f I om 2 0465 

1 ilS^rJSlS frow 1 i29J2.375 ■ 

^3362. Canadian Dollars, up from 1.3344 


frPhi )62.95 yen In Tokyo late Tuesday y * n ln Lond0n » u Pi' . 

- "*«• 

’ , ®402.70 lat« fuMday. ,9 ° a tr °V ounca, up iron, 

: 8,80 t,sd9d «>»•>« of $402.90, up 

dp^n rl ^"4S^ nfl - fc* ***■ * mjm of-Wni ; 


Austria aids 
the poorest 


VIENNA (OPECNA) - The 
Austrian government is Inter- 
ested In helping the poorest 
among developing coun- 
tries and will support 'demo- 
gfS Institutions' in the 
Third World, according to 
foreign minister Alois Mock. 

^ « a . P r ® 88 conference 
recently he said that he had 
given Instructions for a paro- 
lee examination of the coun- 
try s development aid policy 
to determine whether a shift 
in emphasis was required. 

Meanwhile, the - par- 
liamentary leader of the Aus- 
trlan Socialist party, Heinz 
Flahorj called on the govern- 

JUf also warned the foreign 
minister against 'narrowing 

£££&£ *■***•: 
another development, 
the Austrian development 
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Industrials boom 
continues 

By Manidouh El Ghaly 

Si, ii h in. in, i.il M.nki'l An.ilysl 

AMMAN — INDUSTRIAL romp.mms inmliiuitid to register a re- 
markable share price incro.i:,.- aiinuintiiKi io 4.2 per cent white 
the average incruasu of uthnr sh.uv prices remained al .05 per 
cent. The shares of iiukislri.il companies also enjoyed a sub- 
stantial demand over tlm whole week although three out of IB 
companies suffered a share price dui-lmu It is expected that the 
industrial sector sharp prices will conlnum to rise rapidly over 
the next four weeks 

2.626,000 shares wore handled a l tho market value of JD 
3,422,000 divided among 3.200 contracts, an increase of 42 per 
cent compared to last wuok 

The daily handling average c.tmo to JD (385.000 with a devia- 
tion of 17.5 per cent or 3.5 per cent of total around this average, 
thus indicating instability al the market 

The shares ol 60 companies wore handled from which 28 
companies gained including: 


1- Jordan Cement 
Factories 

2- Akarco Real Estate 
& investment Co. 

3- Arab Aluminium 
Industry 

4- Medium Petrochemical 
Industries 

5- Holylands 
Insurance Co. 


closing al JD 1.120 up 
from JD 900 
closing al JD 500 up 
from JD 450 

closing at JD 1.490 up 
from JD 1 360 

closing at JD 840 up 
from JD 780 

closing at JD 1.020 up 
from JD .950 


16 companies lost Including: 

1- National Insurance Co. closing at JD 1.430 down 

from JD 1 560 

2- The Office of the closing at JD 4.250 down 
Union of Garages from JD 4.500 


2 - The Office of the 
Union of Garages 
Owners 

3- Finance & Credit 


4- Jordan Bank 


dosing at JD .730 
down from JD 760 
closing at JD 15.950 down 
from JD 16.660 


16 companies had no change In their share values. 

In the over-lhe-counler market, more than 183,000 shares 
were handled at a market value of JD 66,000. 

Trading In the regular market was distributed among Ihe sec- 
tors according to tne following percent ngos: 

Sectors Market Last wed'* 

share share . 

Banks 13.3% 10 . 8 % 

Industry U?.9% 70.6% 

Services y. 4 % . 9 % 

Insurance 1 . 7 % 3 . 7 % 

Prominent firms whose shores woro traded by e 0 ctor 

Banks (out of 17 traded) Share Shore 

nl Hnctnr of marMi . 


Banks (out of 17 traded) 

Share 
of soctor 

1- Bank of Jordon 

lit. 9% 

2- Arab Bank 

Industrials (out of 27 traded) 
1- Jordan 

13.1% 

Silvochemlcala 
2- Arab Aluminium 

32.3% 

Industries 
3 - Jordan Cement 

21.5% 

. Faotorlea, 

4 - Medium 'Petrochemical 

12 . 6 % 

Industries 

National Cables arid 

11 . 2 % 

Electric Wires Industry 
Services (out of. 7 traded) 

0 . 6 % 

1- Arab International 
.■ Hotels 

28.9% 


Insurance (out of 9 traded) 
1 - Jordan -Ffenoh . 

' Insurant ' . 


45.7% 


Weekly Average 
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Shamir faces frosty reception in Washington 


monitor 


By Russell Warren Howe 

WASHINGTON — Israeli Prime 
Ear Yitzhak Shamir can ex- 
Eome tough talking and some 
RiwawhBn he arrives here 16 


Primary for meetings with Pre- 
Jyenl Ronald Reagan and other 
US officials- 

On Wednesday 11 February 
ohomy received a telegramme 
Li George Shultz, US Secretary 
of Stale saying that the convening 
of an international peace confer- 
ence Is essential though not a 
substitute for direct negotiations. 

Shamir comes at a time of con- 
jjtorable Press and public critic- 
ism of Israel In the United States, 
mostly because of Israel's role in 
Bn Iran arms scandal. 

; other factors include accusa- 
tions of Israeli espionage and 
pins smuggling, and theft of Am- 
erican technology In the field of 
nudesr warheads, cluster bombs 
and other weapons. 

Although Joint statements after 
Shamir’s meetings can be ex- 
uded to adopt the usual friendly 
ions, the talking behind closed 
doors is likely to be "rough," ac- 
cording to White House end Pen- 
tagon sources. 

= Six months ago, Israel's chief 
Congressional Lobbyist, Tom Dine, 
said relations had never been bet- 
ter between the two countries. 

Israel had been promised $3 
ton of free erma, and another 
WIBon for the fiscal year begin- 
ning next October. 

'. Washington had Invested $2 
on In Israel’s controversial new 
hter aircraft, the Lavi, and Israel 
had been admitted as a free trade 
area with the United States. 


Israel's chief military attache 
here, Major General Amos Yaron, 
had been in the White House si- 
tuation room when Lt. -Col. Oliver 
North of the National Security 
Council directed the hijacking of a 
Misralr Jumbo jet taking the hijack- 
ers of the 'Achilla Lauro' cruise 
ship to Tunisia. 

Now there are shadows over 
the "special relationship.” White 
House and Pentagon sources say 
Reagan's bad news for Shamir will 
include: 

— The United States will refuse to 
chip In the $10 billion requested 
by Israel toward full development 
of the Lavi over the next five 
years, which may mean-the end of 
the project. 

— Israel's request for NATO sta- 
tus regarding weapons technology 
transfers will be denied, a punish- 
ment for Its espionage and theft. 

— Washington will not accept Is- 
rael's proposal for Joint develop- 
ment of a new submarine and a 
new type of high-speed missile 
launch. 

Just possibly, State Department 
sources say, the United States will 
threaten to revive the Middle East 
peace process, which Israel wants 
to postpone until the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza are com- 
pletely abosrbed, thus making the 
Issue Irrelevant In Israeli eyes. 

Held in reserve Is Washington’s 
secret weapon against Israel, 
which has been brandished in the 
past by presidents Eisenhower, 
Johnson and Carter — to remove 
the tax-deductlbility clause for Je- 
wish Amerfoan buyers of Israeli 
Bonds, on which Israel’s budget 
haa come lo depend. 











Yitzhak Shamir 

White House sources say Rea- 
gan's main grlvance Is the Iran 
arms scandal, over which he sud- 
denly faces the prospect of 
spending his last two years In of- 
fice under mounting public critic- 
ism. 

Evidence from Senate investiga- 
tions suggests It was David Klm- 
che, former director-general of the 
Israeli foreign ministry, who first 
raised the question — 19 months 
ago — of paying an "arms ran- 
som" to Iran to win the release of 
American hostages in Lebanon. 

Klmche acted through Michael 
Ledeen, a pro-lsraell consultant to 
the National Security Council. 

Amiran Nir, an adviser to than 
Israeli premier Shimon Peres, sug- 
gested In January last year that 
some of the profit from the sales 
be siphoned to Contra forces In 
Nicaragua, which the administra- 
tion supports but at the time could 


Gaza’s labour trap 


By Garfield H, Horn 

Strip Is an Island In a 
or Indifference and hostility. It 
WTO have been forgotten In 
pwm process, both by the 
S 2 nd Arabs. It Is Iso- 
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families. Thai Is why the Arab 
Study Centre, a Jerusalem-baaed 
Palestinian research foundation, 
undertook a study funded by IDRC 
(International Development 

Research Centre). Headed by Dr 
Falsel Abdul-Qader Husselni, the 
study sought to determine which 
houeeholds were dependent on 
work In Israel and abroad, whloh 
derived their Income from Inside 
the Gaza, and whloh economic 
and soolal faolors ware behind the 
working and living decisions made 
by household members. The study 
consisted of Intensive Interviews 
with 143 families In Raffa, a city 
Considered representative of the 
Gaza populatjon as a whole. \ 

' What the study found Is that the 
labour force la divided Into two 


fMII IT MIVUM-I I.J I 

What economists call the dual 
labour market" model. Those In 
the first Croup have Jobs that offer 
good pay, benefits, Opportunity for 
advancement, and. security. Those 
In the aedond group, Into wWch 
mdst of the Gaza labour force fits, 
have Jobs With none of these . 
qualities. Most of the first group « 
made up of families living ih the ( 
Gaza area before the 1948 wan 
while, the second group consists 
mainly of refugee and Bedouin fa- 

. mutes. •- 

• The' study showed that these 
' labour pattefTis tend Jo reinforce 
. themSelvee. .The workers In the 
•■second group, haying little oppor- 
1 tgnlfy foL meaningful ,. or steady 

; wprk.now or Intha ! u 'W, te JS-S 
resign themselves^. to their lot In 
:■ life and not seek ^Igher education. 
•Those IrttHe flret grwpLbfling bet-: 

1 ier educated, are likely to^seek 
" employment In -Jarael or abroad, 
where the pay and security are,. 

: fatter. (AcooiXg Jo 4963 flojM**- 
• about one-third of Gaza s gross- 
domeetlo Income came from remit- 
tances of workers abroad.) 

■X “The lot pf ; the,. vyorkeja oommut - 1 


Ing Into Israel every day — they 
are not allowed to spend the night 
— 1 b not good. Three-quarters of 
those sampled do not have health 
or retirement benefits, and nearly 
one-third reported spending 20 
hours or more a week commuting 
to and from work. Still, the Jobs 
are better than In Gaza. 

Opportunity for 
Advancement 

The study also pointed out a 
changing education pattern In 
Raffa households. Whereas only 
four per cent of heads of house- 
hold that were Interviewed had un- - 
iverelty degrees, 1 1 per oent of ail 
family members had degrees, sug- 
gesting that the next generation.^ 
better educated and thus more 
likely to work outside Gaza. 


will, however, Have a serious ef- 
fect on their opportunities to do 
eo. Israel Itself Is having economic 
difficulties and may have to re- 
duce Its ..work, force. And the-:, 
recent drop In- oil prices- means • 
that many of the 25,000 Gaza re- 
sidents workfng In the oll-produclr 
ng states/ will ; be sent home and 
forced to seek menial jobs within 
the second gibgp. ; . •; . 

Wlthlr) .Gaza, there ls Tittle op-, 
portunlty to advance to tHo. first 
labour groiip, even-.lf aworker has- 
1 a , capital base. The- pattern of .Is- 
reell Intrusion on the land; licenc- 
ing and regulatory restrictions, the - 
cutting off of export markets, and 
the flooding of Israeli Imports Into. . 
Gaza have practically- eliminated' 
all bppbrfunitles for Palestinians \o- 
establish' largo.mpder'n employ-’ 
ment-generatlng ’ Industries. And 
Gaza residents have little chance; 
to form : labour and. commercial br-. : 
ganlzatibns because of Israeli, res*, , 
tltetfonsi- /.:' j.; '. 

• .The' new generaHon. 

□olrtta out, has low expectations 
add pobn charices for ^anpeW. 
- nt ■ In .Gaza. Mqst . of .The respoh- 


not legally back because of a Con- 
gressional veto. 

In some ways, the Iranian deal 
is trivial, as was the Watergate 
break-in with which It has been 
compared. It was no secret that 
both Israel and the United States 
have had an arms relationship 
with Iran since Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini took power In 1979. 

While the US arms trade with 
Iran is small compared with the 
days of the Shah — an estimated 
$600 million over eight years — 
Israel's, put at $500 million a year 
In the Shah's time, is said by Lon- 
don's 'Observer' newspaper to 
have reached $750 million in 
some years since. 

Pentagon sources, however, es- 
timate Israeli arms sales to 
Khomeini at only about $2 billion 
over eight years. 

Reagan, now tired and in dubi- 
ous health, is angered that the Un- 
ited States has become Involved 
In initiatives which, by becoming 
public, have tarnished his popular 
Image. 

Since he always has been a 
strong supporter of Israel, it Is 
hard for Israel to criticize any 
stance he takes. 

Secretary of State George P. 
Shultz, the most pro-lsraell mem- 
ber of the cabinet, is said by State 
Department sources to be worried 
about the long-term effect of arm- 
ing Iran on US relations with the 
Arab World. 

One echo of this concern was 
his recommendation, accepted by 
Defence Secretary Caspar Wein- 
berger, to send the US Navy into 
the northern part of the Gulf last 
month to show support for the 


dents Interviewed cited family and 
personal connections as the main 
way to gain access to Jobs rather 
than training and educational fac- 
tors. Thia will reinforce the exist- 
ing dual labour structure. 

The Gaza is fully Integrated Into 
the Israeli economy. It is a major 
market for Israeli products. It Is 
very unlikely that this pattern will 
change," aaya Dr Jan Abu- 
Shakrah of the Arab Study Centre. 

it must be asked whether this Is 
an advantage to Israel In the long 
term. The population of Gaza oan- 
not be maintained indefinitely In 


Islamic summit conference in Ku- 
wait. 

In his talks here, Shamir Is ex- 
pected to try to direct Reagan's 
and Shultz’s Irritation towards for- 
mer national security adviser Ad- 
miral John Poindexter and his ass- 
istant North, who lost their jobs 
over the arms scandal. 

The ensuing mess has In- 
creased the Influence of Weinber- 
ger, who obediently resupplied Is- 
rael with weapons sent by Israel 
to Iran, but wrote "absurd" on 
North's memo recommending the 
whole operation. ■ 

The scandal Baums to have 
given Weinberger enough leverage 
to move against the "Israeli mafia" 
in his own department — Assis- 
tant Secretary Richard Perle; one 
of Parle’s deputy assistant secre- 
taries, Stephen Bryen (currently 
under investigation for espionage}: 
and Michael Ledeen ware founder 
members of the Jewish Institute 
for National Security Affairs, an Is- 
raeli front in Washington. Al- 
ready word has been leaked that 
Perle will leave soon, which would 
leave Bryen and Barbara Ledeen 
open to dismissal. 

Although Israel still has more 
public American support than the 
Arab countries (by about SO per 
cent to 20 per cent, according to 
polls), a turning point In public opi- 
nion was reached when Israel's In- 
vasion of Lebanon Indirectly led to 
the deaths of more than 300 Am- 
erican marines, diplomats and di- 
plomatic staff In Beirut. 

The upcoming trial of two all- 
eged Israeli spies, Jonathan Jay 
Pollard and his wife, is sure to 
raise new hackles — Compass 
News Features. 


second-order Jobs. Gaza could be- 
come more than just a thorn in Is- 
rael's side if violence, bred 
through frustration, were 
to erupt. A combination of In- 
side and outside forces must be 
used to improve Ilfs In Gaza, and 
this is what the Arab Study Centre 
hopes to achieve. 


— Th® IDRC Reports 

Garfield H. Horn is the editor of 
Cairo Today Magazine. 



Four Israelis face trial for meeting PLO officials 

TEL AVIV (APL— i Four ieft-wing Israeli activists were charged 
Sunday with violating a new law banning meetings with officials 
of the Palestine Liberation Organization, police said. - . 

The Indictments 1 were presented at a magistrate court In :• 
Ramie, southeast of Tel Aviv, against Yael Lotan, Latlf. Dorl, Rolf "... 
Filer and ReuVen Kaminer. The trial ia scheduled for 9 March. I 

• ■ The indictments are this first test of an Israeli law passed by 
parliament last: August and which bans meetings with members - 
of "terrorist organizations." v ■ • ' ' ' ■ , 

■ * .The four activists were afnong a delegation of 29 Israelis who 
WenTto Romania in Noyqmber ; to meet with. a -dozen PLO offi- 
' clals j ... - * . 

-.I,' The onerday. meeting was held under the auspices of Roma- 
nian president Nlcqlai CerusesCu. who in the past ^.mediated,. . 

; between Israel and the PLOi: mostly regarding prisoner exchan- . . 
ges.’ '■ ■ . ; 

The meeting broke Up a : day early because of threats by • 
Palestinian extremists, including the pro-Ubyan Abu_ Nldal orgar 1 ■ 
nkatloh, against the Uyes of the participants from both eWes- , 

. - The Israelis sald before'JSavihg that they took Jntcapcount the_ 
risk 'of Imprisonment .but- believed *. 

essential -tor. advancing :the cause of { peaoe In tpe, Middle Eut, 

Tha rWnn- sheaf sald PLQ- delegates Included' Abdel -Razak , 


ces. Salim YaaKOUO oaDran oil tmur ;■ ni O I o ^ ^ 
affaire, arid Fuad Al Bltar, PLQ representative Jn. Greece . 
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Noble reward for a great effort 


New sports plans for 
the Handicapped 



By Hamdan Al Hajj 

Sjiecl.il to The Slur 

THE SPECIAL committee of the 
Jordanian Handicapped Sports 
Federation held its recent meeting 
in Zarka under the chairmanship 
of Mr Yousuf Al-Karmi. 

The meeting which was at- 
tended by all members deliberated 
on the handicapped methods of 
activating sports. 

The future plans of the federa- 
tion and the ways and means of 
developing It by setting up a train- 
ing programme in the different 
centres that belong to the federa- 
tion were tackled. ' 

The centres are Farah Royal " • •' 

Centre, Al-Hussein Society for the • . 

rehabilitation of handicapped, and 

the National Club of Zarka. These ‘ : . . ; / . • . 

clubs will soon proceed with their 
training programmes in fitness and f . * 

other kinds of sports to enable 

participants take part in tour- Warming up for a race 
namente arranged by the clubs. 
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A number of players were also 
nominated to participate in the 
race to be held by the Jordanian 
Sports Information Association. It 
is scheduled for 27 March, under 
the patronage of Mr Zaid Rifai. the 
Prime Minister. 

On the other hand, II has been 
decided that players who are on 
the lists of the respective centres 
should be classified and catered 
for according lo federations' regu- 
lations. 

- The meeting also discussed the 
activities .of each cantre and 
agreed that periodical meetings 
should be held to review difficul- 
ties which crop up Irom time to 
time, The next meeting of the fed- 
eration has been fixed to take 
place at Al- Hussein Society for 
the Handicaps on 19 February. 

Training programmes wfit be as 
follows: 

Saturday: A* the federation head- 
quarters and AI-MahaHah club. 

Sunday: At (be federation head- 
quarters and fee national club, 

Monaffefr AT fee, federation fefed- 
qywtsrs. tbe.Msfiattah Club and. 
Al-Hwsefa Sport* City. 

Tuesday; The federation heed- 
quarters and fee Nat**# 

WatfneMay; The federation head- 
quartyra, AI44sfeattah Club ahd 
.Al-Hussein $porfe city, .. 


■Iff'- THE- 'J ERfjSALEM iSTA R 







f ' ’"mm T-u 


f . AA' : r. 


:• ?• " A-.\ ■ 


'msm- - . 


>r- 


Being disabled shouldn’t prevent participation 
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Minister issues a denial 

• Dr Eid Diihoyy.it, tho Mmi-.t.-i Voulh. has, denied ih.u 

ministry intends lo dnojohi- .my .-I th.« ..ports fedPraibU- r 
damn Ifc nun future 'derations ,n J* 

The minister .iddril th.il. t<k|.|lii.-r with .ill officials in tho m, - 
try. sports .ictivilms thruu. limit lh- Km.jdoin will continual?' 5 ' 
joy strong |«itron.u|M .nnl siipp.ii! Dr U.iheyyal Dromi^V 
solve all tin? diflicultie'j fh.it (In ■ Jnfil.uii.in national soccwia, 5 
would encounter. lHFi 

Al-Faisali s response delayed 

• The Arab Football Federation is still waiting for theresouiu 
of Al-Faisali Club to organize the fourth group oi the Arabia 
ball Club Champions which will involve Jordan, Iraq Syria i* 
non and Palestine. A responsible source at the federatiwtij 
that Al-Faisali cannot issue a positive response until the endof 
February 1987. Lebanon has expressed the desire to hoKffc 
championship, but the federation announced its resemtfrj 
because of the current unstable situation there. 

New coach for Al-Ramtha 

• Al-Ramlha Club's administration has agreed to allow coad 
Abdu Majid Samarah to train its football team after dtecussK 

the circumstances surrounding the team and its financial ab> 
ties. The administration however has decided not to sign r 
agreement with the Iraqi coach who had been earmarked forfc 
post of a coach. 

‘Sports for AH’ 

• The Jordan Sport Information Association has decided to ho\j 
a 'Sports for AH' race under the pnlronage of Mr Zaid Rilallie 
Prime Minister, at 9:30 a.m un Friday 27 March 1987. The rre 
which is to cover a distance of six kilometres, will start Iromi 
point near the association’s headquarters and end In A 1 
Hashemeyyah public park in downtown. 

Yugoslavian coach for Addiftain 

• The Star has learnt that the formei Yugoslavian coach Vty 
will supervise and train the Acliliftain football tonrn this year P 
Voya will arrive in Amman within tho ouming few daystos# 
negotiations with the clubs adimiiistKitiuM and to sign a#* 
year contract. It is wortli noting tfiat Mr Voya trained the teami’ 
1984 and 1985 respectively. 

New sports programme on JTV 

• Mr Mohammad Jamil Abdul Kailer, director of sports Ka- 
ties department at JTV intends to present a new sports 
gramme to be known ns 'An open seminar.' Tho 'seminar' will 
involve Dr Eid Dahoyyat, Minister of youth, a number of sport 
leaders and journalists who will take part In lively discussal 
W 1 c ° ncen tratB on the Youth Welfare* corporation's new a* 
ana the facilities available to sportsmen. 

New administration elected 

• The administrative commilloo of Muhus Club held jtojgj 
meeting last Friday In which it uleclod n new administer 
under the chairmanship of Mr Mohammad Salem Al-Abba# 

The new committee includes Abdul Halim Al-Abbadl, depjj 
52f wn*. Mohammad Juma'n Al-Abbadl. director of 
Abdul Majid Elsa Al-Rizq, secretary, Mahmoud Jnboreyyfln, 
nammad Al-Shildi and Aloyyan Al-Jnloudl members. Mr 
hammad Salem Al-Abbadl is a member of Jordan Journalist^ 
ociation and also a representative of Jordan 
Agency ‘Petra’. 

Prince Abdullah takes part In Qatar rally 

Rnuofuf 1 . n8W8 P®Pe r 8 have reported the participation ^ 
5° yal u 9 S nesa Pr,nce Abdullah Ibn Al-Huesein in the » 
P^ce on 19-20 February. Prince Al 
oh® n h J 8 Manta °P 0t 400 ca r which was used In thfljj | 
df" 1 ra 'V Jf a » y 0ar - Prince Abdullah had earlier on paid a ^ 
v , 8it t° Qatar this week and was briefed on the rout 
the rally. ^ 


Underprivileged women at risk 


r The cen tre for the rehabilitation of women (now in 
luweideh) has existed since 1973. It serves now as a 
haven for young girls of underprivileged backgrounds 
whose social circumstances have placed them in moral 
Land physical danger. 


By Wafa Abdel Hamid 

f Special to The Star 

(T LOOKS like any otliei two- 
storey villa in the area With one 
difference Nobody likes to ap- 
proach II. A sign once stood, read- 
ing JuwBideh Centre for the Re- 
habilitation of Women', but the 
nsighbours protested and when 
fe wind knocked it down, nobody 
bothered to lift it. 

[l Now the villa stands, within it 24 
gift under protection, in a form of 
: voluntary Imprisonment. 

Their stories vary from the tra- 
gic to the near-tragic: 

A fourteen year old girl lived 
■■ with her father and brothers after 
■' her mother got divorced. Her 
? family environment was poor and 
i ignorant. Her father raped her. 
>;$he became pregnant and ran 
i' away Irom home, seeking security 
tand protection from the police. 

- She was sent to the centre and 
, her father was put in prison and is 
j; now serving a 16 year sentence. 

[ At the centre she gave birth to a 
baby girl who is now at the Noor 
; Af-Huasein Foundation. 

!*' Another girl fell In love wilh a 
f. ywng man who asked her family 
^ lor her hand in marriage. Her 
" tortlly refused unless he paid a 
■r Ns dowry. He was poor and 
i Mu, d not arrange such a large 
; sum. He tried many times with her 
, family, yet they still refused. The 
j .gin ran away with the young man 
M™ Jaler went to the police who 
f married them off and sent the 
! man to prison and the girl to 
| p centre In order to protect them 
|.wnher family who wanted to re- 


gain their honour by killing their 
daughter and her husband. 

Miss Fniruz Kefay, the director 
of the centre and the social spe- 
cialist visited the girl's family; they 
tried to make them understand 
that killing would not solve any 
problems and ottempled to con- 
vince them to visit their daughter 
and care lor her. 

Once during a visit to the centre 
by her brother and sister, the girl 
was sitting chatting quietly and 
happily in the visitors' room when 
all of a sudden her brother pulled 
out a pistol at his sister and shot 
her on her forehead. Then he 
emptied fourteen bullets in her 
body, killing her instantly. 

A third case is that of an 18 
year old married woman with three 
children. She was unhappy with 
her marriage. She ran away with 
a man and sought refuge at a po- 
lice station. The man was found 
guilty of many charges and mis- 
demeanors and was put in jail. The 
woman was taken to the centre — 
later the woman confessed that 
he took her money and took ad- 
vantage of her ignorance. Now, 
she has no one to ask after her. 
no-one to care lor her but the 
centre. 

A fourth girl, 18 years old fell for 
a young man. in his late twenties. 
He took advantage of her and she 
got pregnant. She was too scared 
to go back home, so she wan- 
dered in the streets until she was 
held up by the police. Now she is 
at the centre. 

Many similar cases, even more 
cruel have taken place and are on 


Two girls and a 
misty future 
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the girls; the boldest but 
with a comparatively less 
sovere history. However, like 
my previous Interviewee, she 
Is reluctant to give away per- 
sonal information. 

With a Tawjlhi degree, she 
Is by far the best educated 
and the brightest. 

■*| read to the girls", she 
says, "we are not allowed 
out, you see," she explains, 
“for fear someone might 
harm us". 

And why did she come to the 
centre? 

"Oh, that’s because I was 
a rebel," she says proudly. 
"My father Is an alcoholic 
and used to beat us up. My 
mother was weak and I Just 
couldn't put up with all this. 

"I feel happy here," aha 
continues," I teach the girls 
games and we read poetry... 
sometimes." 

She Bmllea. "I used to gat 
into trouble a lot, you see. 

She declines to answer, 
what kind of trouble, only 
saying ‘Oh, trouble.. . all 
sorts." 

She Is now on better 
terms with her father who 
came to see her and who 
"talked things over with 
her.” She wants to study, 
but still doesn’t know what 
her next move In her turbu- 
lent life may be. . 


the increase, according lo official 
reports. What is actually happen- 
ing behind closed doors? Why Is 
this phenomenon increasing? 
How can we pinpoint the causes 
of the damage done? 

These occurrences are actually 
present in all classes of the so- 
ciety, but why is it more obvious 
among the lower class people? 

These questions have many re- 
sponses, but it is the society's re- 
sponsibility to help face and over- 
come this cruel state of events. 

All countries worldwide have so- 
cial problems and Jordan is no ex- 
ception. Jordan, in its ever- in- 
creasing move toward civilization 
and modernity Is passing through 
social break-down and many fami- 
lies are threatened by disintegra- 
tion, which in Its turn leads to the 
deviation from normal customs 
and norms. 

Arabic societies and Jordan in 
particular, place great importance 
on unified societies and fighting 
social problems to lessen negative 
effects because deviation comes 
mainly from a disintegrated family. 

For protection purposes, the 
Centre for the Rehabilitation of 
Women was established in 1973, 
linked with the Ministry of Social 
Development. 

Miss Fairuz Kefay, director of 
the centre told The Star that the 
centre alms at helping the girls be- 
fore they are once again ready to 
face society, which in many cases 
has wronged these girls who are 
victims of their families and poor 
environment. The lack of 
education of the parents often 
leads to the victimization of their 
equally uneducated offspring, 
especially the girls. 
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Miss Fairuz Kefay, director of Juweideh’s Centre for 
the Rehabilitation of Women 
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A spacious kitchen for the girls to cook in 


especially the girls. 

Miss Kefay added that the cen- 
tre provides basic necessitites 
and needs for the girls free of 
charge. The Ministry of Social 
Development provides the girls 
with food supplies, and clothes. It 
constantly and continuously re- 
pairs any broken doors, windows, 
TV sets, washing-machines etc,. 
which often the girls break. All 
these services are instantly pro- 
vided, free of charge, by the Min- 
istry. Miss Kefay praised the Min- 
istry's role In providing funds and 
services of all kinds to the centre 
as It Is the only source of funding 
since other organizations or weal- 
thy people refrain from contribut- 
ing funds to the cente. 

She added that the girls' ages in 
the centre range from 14-40 
years. They are placed in the cen- 
tre's custody until further notice. If 
a girl is convicted, she spends the 
night in the centre then Is taken to 
prison. There are twenty four girls 
presently In the centre who are 
protected and directed to leading 
‘near-normal’ lives. The centre 
protects girls from their families or 
their husband’s families if they are 
married. 

It also trains girls to sew, cook, 
clean, draw, read, and at night the 
girls gather In the visiting room to 
watch television programmes, 
Miss Kefay notes that the 
Juweldeh Centre attempt to re- 
duce social problems and si^P*® 
social deviations which might 
prove to be dangerous in the fu- 
ture "Our success is proved by 
sending the girls to their society 
and not having to receive them 
again." 

There are eighteen employees, 
females; four work the night shift. 
In addition, the centre is protected 
night and day by three security 

officers. There is a very tight se- 
curity system. Further, a social 
specialist is always around to ana- 
lyze the cases and help the girls 
overcome their problems. 


Once a week a doctor visits the 
centre and if any emergencies oc- 
cur, the girls are taken to hospital. 

If these emergencies happen at 
night, Civil Defence cars are used 
to transport the patient to a hospi- 
tal accompanied with a security 
officer. 

A psychiatrist also visits the 
girls, but as yet no positive results 
have been acquired or felt. 

The employees always have to 
be cautious in their dealings with 
the girls. They come from different 
environments, thus they differ in 
their ways of behaviour. 

Their charactsristics differ 
widely from the well-behavaed to 
the wild, so some of them tend to 
break anything around them, at- 
tempt to run away, they destroy 
their rooms, tear papers or books 
supplied to them for reading and 
educational reasons. 

Miss Kefay mentions some of 
the programmes provided by the 
centre such as: 

— Training programmes: training 
girls on skills such as sewing, knit- 
ting. and handicrafts. 

— Educational programmes: 
Teaching the girls writing and 
reading as most are Illiterate, and 
educating them about their envi- 
ronment and society through lec- 
tures and directions. Further, they 
are sometimes taken out on trips 
to scientific and archaeological 
sites. 

Miss Kefay encourages the girls 
to give lectures or read to the 
other girls, read poetry and come 
up with ideas, in her efforts to im- 
prove the girls' knowledge. 

Miss Kefay describes the girls' 
relationship with their families and 
says that the relationships are 
usually bad. Some parents leave 
their daughters at the centre and 
abandon them. Later, with the 
centre's efforts to bring the two 
together, the relationship develops 
gradually, which Is natural as the 
families, even though blamed 




sometimes for their daughter's 
deviation, cannot understand or 
feel the causes behind the devia- 
te, i. 

Misa Kefay speaks about the 
dally routine and says that the 
girls wake up early in the morning, 
clean their rooms and make 
breakfast. The household work is 
distributed among the girls, where 
soma clean, some cook, while oth- 
ers are given different responsi- 
bilities. 

The social specialist explains 
the reasons behind the girls' de- 
viations and says that the main 
reason behind this social occur- 
rence is the lack of social aware- 
ness and family disintegration of 
the parents and the absence of 
one of the parents, either through 
divorce or death. The second fac- 
tor is the economic factor i.e. the 
absence of the parents, most of 
the day leaving their children un- 
cared for which forces the chil- 
dren to look for care in illegal 
ways outside their homes. 

Further, the environment the 
girls come from is very poor. Their 
parents are not educated and their 
upbringing may be weak due to 
crowded rooms where eleven or 
twelve members of the family live 
In one room. 

Another reason is the abun- 
dance of foreign labourers, parti- 
cularly Egyptians who come to 
work in Jordan without the com- 
pany of their wives. 

Most girls are young and victims 
of their ignorant society and fami- 
lies. The centre provides religious 
classes regularly where women 
preachers give the girls lectures 
on religious principles and prayers 
in addition to many religious activi- 
ties. 

The Juweldeh Centre is the only 
centre for girl’s protection and re- 
habilitation in Jordan, so girls from 
all over the country are sent there. 
The centre is and has been doing 
its best, functioning efficiently In 
its aim to overcome social prob- 
lems. 
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Can food damage your health? ■ 


By Venita Maudsley 

Special to The Star 

THE FACT that so many process- 
ed foods are available in Jordan is 
proof that they are in demand by 
the public. Every shop contains 
mountains of confectionary: 
cakes, lollipops, chewing-gum, 
'none of which have any nutrlllonal 
value of any consequence. The 
very high sugar content of these 
sweet items will ensure life-long 
dental problems and often obesity 
in the children who consume them 
continually, and who frequently 
use them as a substitute for nutri- 
tious foods. 

Behind the sweets can be found 
the ever-increasing variety ol 
starch-based products — the 
crisps or chips with high 
salt-content and artificial colouring 
and flavouring. Then there are the 
crates of soft and fizzy drinks 
which bear no relationship what- 
soever to the fruit whose name 
they often bear. 

it is impossible to purchase a 
pure fruit-juice in Jordan. The 
orange-groves are laden with ripe, 
juicy oranges, the jufce of which is 
so delicious, refreshing and nutri- 
tious. Yet, it is Impossible to pur- 
chase a carton of pure orange- 
juice here, either home-produced 
or imported. What is available are 
cans and cartons of "orange 
drink," to which has been added 
artificial colours, flavours, sweete- 
ners and water. 

Why should this be so? A 
couple of years ago one could 
purchase pure orange juice which 
was imported from Germany, why 
was this stopped when no alterna- 
tive was made available? Why are 
we still importing suc£J "orange 
drinks" as ‘Super Squash' the 
conlents of which are listed on the 
label as:. 

Pure refined sugar, concen- 
trated natural orange juice, citric 
acid £330, stabilizer E440. vita- 
min C E300, preservative E21 1. 
natural orange oil, colour E 1 60. 

The Swiss ‘Hero' fruit drinks 
and the British 'Ribena' — both 
containing no artificial colour or 
flavour — have also disappeared 
from the shelves, only to be re- 
placed by "fruit cordials" some of 
which do not even display a list of 
ingredients, obviously the labels 
are not big enough I Why should 
this be so? The principal consum- 
ers of these drinks are children 
and they are the most vulnerable 
to health damage from these un- 
necessary additives. 

Despite the fact that more and 
more people are becoming heal- 



Plles of tinned food now occupy shelves In the 
supermarkets 


th-concious and aware of the nu- 
tritional value of food, the produc- 
tion and consumption of 'junk- 
food' is continually on the in- 
crease. Not alone that, but most of 
the products of the modern food 
industry contain additives of one 
sort or another. 

Food additives are chemicals 
that industrial manufacturers put 
into food products which will 
change the food in ways that will 
make it more marketable. One of 
the commonest additives is the 
preservatives. Preservatives are 
chemicals which slow down the 
rate at which foods deteriorate 
and therefore prolong 'shelf-life' 
which, from an economic point of 
view, is a boon to the manufactur- 
ers, wholesalers and retailers. 
Only the consumers can suffer 
though Ihey may also gain some 
nutritional value. 

Of no nutritional value whatso- 
ever are the 'cosmetic' additives 
such as colourings and flavourings 
which disguise the real qualities 
of the food and seem completely 
unnecessary. For instance, why 
should anyone find it deslreable to 
add colour to tomato ketchup, if 
Heinz and Libby's can produce a 
marketable product free from arti- 
ficial colour, why can't the others? 



Exhibitions 

The Roya! Cultural Centre presents a Fine Arts Exhibition by 
local Jordanian artists. From 17 to 23 February. 

The Goethe Institute in co-operation with the Department of 
Culture and Arts present an exhibition by the institute of Fore- 
ign Cultural Relations in Stuttgart, entitled 'Six Centures of Ger- 
man Woodcut Art - From 16 until 22 February at the Petra Bank 
Art Gallery. 

The French Cultural Centre will run an exhibition of paintings 
by 'Bezdikian' at the Centre from 16 until 28 February 
Films 

The French Cultural Centre will show the cinema operas of 
‘Carmen and 'Othello' (19 and 20 February respectively) at the 
Centre at 7:30 pm. 

The Royal 'Cultural Centre presents two Japanese films, ‘Fall 
Guy,' a comedy subtitled In Arabic will be shown IB February at 
7 pm. 'Sangouro,' a drama also subtitled in Arabic will be shown 
18 February at 7 pm. 

Play 

From 8 until 17 February the Yarmouk Club presents an Arabic 
play al the Royal Culutral Centre. D C 

Lectures 

On Wednesday 18 February at 7 pm - Michael Sterner will give 
a lecture al the American Centre entitled ‘Political Agenda 
1987-88 and the Middle East' 


Nobody knows how many addi- 
tives are used In Britain, for in- 
stance, but it has been estimated 
that each member of the popula- 
tion consumes an average of 
three to seven kilogrammes per 
year. It is difficult to assess how 
many people are affected by food 
additives. Allergic reactions and 
hyperactivity In children have been 
linked to particular colourings, 
preservatives and anti-oxidants. 
Tartrazine (E 102), a yellow dye 
added to many foods and medi- 
cines may provoke asthmatic at- 
tacks and skin rashes. Sulphite 
preservatives can also cause ra- 
shes and abdominal pain. 

It was found at the Hospital for 
Sick Children at Great Ormond 
Street in London, that some chil- 
dren suffering from eczema, im- 
proved when colourings and pres- 
ervatives were excluded from their 
diet, it was also found that artifi- 
cial colourings provoked severe 
migranea in children suffering from 
the complaint, In the early 1970's 
Dr Ben Feingold claimed that arti- 
ficial colourings and flavourings In 
food could lead to hyperactivity 
and learning disabilities in chil- 
dren. He estimated that 50 per 
cent of hyperactive children could 
be cured by diet which eliminated 
these chemicals. 

Food additives may also be car- 

Shfl?hi’r C .h but . il not y0t known 
whether the low levels contained 

in some foods can be a Berious 
cancer threat to humans. Most at- 
tention has been given to two arti- 
ficial sweetners, saccharin and 
cyclamate as well as nitrites; used 
to cure meat. Large doses of 
saccharin' comprising a few per 

SpJltf 8 di . et ' “uses cancer in 
the bladder of rats but there has't 
been any marked Increase in blad- 

hJ r -S a 5P? r J 0 / humans that could 
be attributed to the use of saccha- 

It is wise, however, to be cau- 

point out that human exposure to 
a weak carcinogen may need to 
be prolonged for several decades 

SflSrf 2 ny p 5 8itive 0ffect can be 
detected, and no assurance can 
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producsd by a lifetime of exposure 
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Crackdown on drug-smuggling in Jordan 
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Japanese drama, comedy 
and animated films 
at the RCC 

JAPANESE FILMS are no longer an unfamiliar or totally 
foreign event to Amman cinema buffs. The Japanese film 
show scheduled for screelng next week at the Royal Cultu- 
ral Centre (on 18, 19 and 23 February) is the third annual 
festival to be organized by the Embassy of Japan In Ata- 
man, held at exactly the same time every year. The usual | 
offering of two films (a comedy and a drama) have a moil 
welcome addition this year: an animated film for the chB- 
dren — an art that Japanese cinema has quite excelled b 
and Is among the leading countries in producing. 

This, of course, is not surprising since Japanese film pro- 
duction is no novelty. Cinema In Japan is, In fact, aaoldH 
world cinema itself and has its roots back in the early yen 
of this century. The creative achievement, the unique qiwS- 
ties, the broad history and the sheer size of the Japanw 
cinema make it one of the world's most important arts. 

The first artistic delight we are to Bavour is a comedy en- 
titled 'Fall Guy' (to be shown on Wednesday 18 February) 
The film Is based on a novel by Tsuka Kohei who alsowrob 
the script of the film. The novel won the Naoki Award -1 
prize given to works in the field of popular literature. TAH 
humane comedy depicts the inside story of a film studb 
with a comical view and a witty touch. Directed by Fuka- 
saku Klnji, the film was very popular in its home country 
and won several awards as well as first place in the T» 
Best Films of the year. 

The second film ‘San Juro' (scheduled for Thursday U 
February) Is by the famous and celebrated director, Akbi 
Kurosawa who Is one of the dominant figures of JapanfiH 
cinema. Kurosawa’s films have covered many aspects w 
iife; he has made traditional historical subjects (espeday 
Samurai films), literary adaptations of classics (by Shak* 
speare, Dostoyevskl and Gorki), philosophical crime stork* 
as weil as modern themes and parodies. Two of hlstM 
films have been presented in Amman, 'Red Beard' (in the 
first Japanese film show) and the famous 'Rashomon'intM 
second. 

This year's film, like Rashomon', stars the great Ja- 
panese actor Toshiro Mifune and is also a Samurai Bloj 
essentially based on very skillful sword-fights. San Juro» 
the name of the hero himself who In the film Is a 
swordsman coming out of nowhere to help a clan of Sam* 
rai and lead them out of danger. Son Juro Is a professIM* 
killer who has innate chivalry, and as playod by Mifune, li" 
character becomes one of cinema's great creations. 

Another Japanese fighter Is the young Tetsuro Hortj* 
the brave, venturous and compasslonato hero of the an 
mated film “Galaxy Express 999’ (scheduled for a ^at 
on Monday 23 February). Like most of the modern cariwj 
films so much loved by children, Tolsuro'a adventures®' 
n space. His Journey on board the Galaxy Express 
loving friend Maeter (who resembles his dead moth 0 ' 
another favourite theme of modern cartoons) takes . 
from one danger to another as he fights evil ana tries 
combat the mechanization of mankind. 


5f.B. All films are subtitled In Arabic. The shows 
7.00 pm and the matlne* at 5:00 pm. 
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determined to, prevent any dr 
from entering its borders. But Jul- 
ian is only a transit country for 
Ls. Its central position hotwnon 
drug producing countries oml ding 
demanding ones, its sin si- 

des of desert make Jorii.111 an 
easy channel of communication, 
though it Is not so much a drug 
consuming country. 

Colonel Qaisi said that these 
drugs often only come in small 
^entities, with traffickers conti- 
nuously leaving and entering Jor- 
dan’s borders. In 1985, his depart- 
Deni arrested a number ot drug 
defers and traffickers who enter 
the Kingdom with only a few kilos 
ol drugs at a time. 

Colonel Qaisi also spoke of the 
admirable level of co-operation re- 
owed from Jordanian citizens in 
helping police to track down traf- 
fickers. 

Colonel Qaisi spoke to The Jer- 
m\wn Star of his department’s 
previous cases In drug-seizing. 



Colonel Hesham Al Gaisi Hashish seized lately In ‘Mr Chips’ carton boxes 


1 14 persons were seized in 1985, 
and those were mainly non- 
-Jordanians. It is due, however, to 
the departments strict measures 
that drug consuming is on the de- 
crease in Jordan. In 1986, 40 
smugglers were arrested. The per- 
centage of drug-users in 1986 
was much less than in 1985 due 
to Hie Department's continuous 


concentration to prevent smug- 
glers and dealers from spreading 
and marketing the quantities they 
held. Now, security officers are 
training dogs to detect drugs as 
part of their new and effective 
methods. 

Jordan also cooperates with 
neighbouring countries, namely 


Saudi Arabia and Egypt to crack 
down on smugglers. This co- 
-ordination last year led to the dis- 
covery of many cases and a tonne 
of drugs was uncovered in addi- 
tion to a few million keptagon pills 
which had been shipped in from 
neighbouring countries. 

It was only a couple of weeks 
ago that the Anti-Narcotics De- 


partment came upon 140 kilo- 
grammes of hashish smuggled in 
by 27 persons. Jordanians and 
foreigners. The members of the 
gang have been apprehended and 
now await trial. 

In February this year, the De- 
partment seized 1,400 kilogram- 
mes on board a ship in the port of 
Aqaba. 95 per cent of these drugs 
were on their way outside Jordan. 
These drugs comprised hashish 
and keptagon pills. 

The hashish was on board a 
container of 10 tonnes carrying 
household furniture, and inside 
carton boxes labelled ‘Mr Chips'. 
Investigation continues. 

In the previous month of Janu- 
ary, police discovered 400 kilo- 
grammes of hashish hidden in a 
container unloaded from an East 
German vessel in Aqaba. 

Colonel Qaisi named the types 
of drug seized in Jordan during 
the past year. This list included 
922 kilogrammes of hashish, 124 
kilos of raw hashish (plants) nine 
kilos of opium, two kilos of heroin 
one kilo of cocaine, 15 syringes 
used by addicts and 2,700 pills. 

The number of people ap- 
prehended and found to have 
either sold or used drugs were 
280, of whom 159 were Jorda- 
nians. 24 Saudis. 43 Egyptians 
and several other nationalities. 



• The hot air balloon exhibition 
marking the Marriott’s fifth-year 
anniversary, sponsored by the 
Marriott and the British Airways, 
was scheduled to lift off on Fridoy 
8 February, at Ai Kharanah Castle, 
wilheaBt of Amman. Around 
1,500 people turned up for the 
went, but, to everyone's disap- 


pointment the balloon was 
grounded due to strong winds. 

The crew tried filling Ihe balloon 
twice by pumping hot air In it after 
having to change its position, but 
in vain. 

The crew composed of four 
members, Richard Plume, James 


Llddiard, Chris Smith and John 
Crawford managed to lift off the 
balloon at 5:00 pm from the Mar- 
riott parking lot on Saturday 7 Fe- 
bruary. 


The balloon which Is 80 feet 
long and weighs 220 kilogrammes, 
contains 65,000 cubic feet of air, 
and when filled with hot air weighs 
three tonnes, but remains rela- 
tively light compared with the sur- 
rounding air. 

The balloon flies up to an alti- 
tude of 10,000 feet. It was lifted 
off from 10 different countries. 
Jordan being the eleventh. 


The cheering crowds witnessing 
the flight were also given the 
chance to ride the balloon. The 
Marriott people, Samir Daqqaq in 
particular, (the hotel's sales man- 
ager) made a great effort in mak- 
ing the event a success. 
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Patricia Vino: A world 
of force and fragility 


Jordan being the eleventh. 
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Patricia VI110 was bom In Ma- 
drid in I960. She started her art 
studios In 1970 fit the Fine Arts 
Collogu In Spnln nnd joined sev- 
en il courses In Italy, France, Por- 
tugal and Egypt. Mur art aclivity 
includes the designs ol cover 
hunks and illnslmlions lor a num- 
ber of publication firms 

Palricia Vino, hnrsolf was not 
presold at her exhibition. Thu Spu- 
iilsli government is In charge ol 
organizing her works. In a pamph- 
let writlun on her and her works, 
an art critic, Vaquoro Turcio 
status: 

"I know Patricia weil: she is a 
sensitive artist and we can depict 
joy and sorrow in hor works. Sire 
is an artist with inspiration where 
works are characterized with a 
special personality, and her col- 
ours are mixed with unique har- 
mony. But when I question her 
about the secret oi the sublime 
transparent world she expresses 
in her works, she smiles and says 
nothing." 

Hor twenty- four works, done 
with gouache and carton-paper, 
express surrealism and a world of 
extreme fragility. Her colours are 
both soft and Intense and portray 
Images of sublime creatures, in a 
crystal-like atmosphere engaged 
in mysterious heroic actions or 
gnntlo. loving embraces. 

Her expression ol surrealism 
und her skill In colour mixing de- 
monstrate a creativity and reflect 
various effects of mystery, sensi- 
tivity und strength which are, as 
Vaquero Turcios notes, the 
characteristics ol her personality. 




The Marriott balloon at Kharaneh, during its unsuc- 
cessful attempt to be lifted. Photo by venlia Maudsley 


Marriott's hot air balloon; 
Second time lucky 


More plans to improve child 


By Frida Mdanat 
Special to The Star 

SECRETARY GENERAL Mr Tho- 
mas Hammarberg. Programme 
Director Ms Gunllla Drysallius and 
architect Thomas Melin of Radda 
Barnen, the Swedish Save the 
Children Organization paid a 
two-day visit to Jordan to super- 
vise a project taken up by the or- 
ganization in co-operation with the 
Noor Al-Hussein Foundation. This 
project which was initiated at the 
end of 1986 in a rented building at 
Sweileh, belongs to a Child and 
Mother Health Centre and has the 
objectives of improving preventive 
health care programmes for chil- 
dren in Jordan. 

Mr Thomas Melin said that dur- 
ing his visit to the organization. 
Her Majesty Queen Noor Al Huss- 


ein approved of the drawings that 
were being prepared for the new 
building to be constructed near 
the present one, designed to meet 
with the needs and requirements 
of the average mother and child 
and situated in an area reacheable 
by the largest number of people. 
He added that construction of the 
building is expected to start in the 
fall of 1988 and be completed 
within a year of the date of com- 
mencement. When completed, the 
centre will be responsible for 
health programmes and for the 
training of Jordanian personnel, 
the collection of data on childrens' 
health and for various research 
studies that will serve as a basis 
for recommended measures in the 
health sector through the Mother 
and Child Health (MCH), Child 
Health Development (CHO) and 
Epidemiology units. 


The project, financed by the 
Swedish government, will allow 
gradual contribution by the Noor 
Al-Hussein Foundation who will 
take over in 1991 upon Its comple- 
tion. 

Radda Barnen. said Mr Ham- 
marberg, is also involved in a 
project conducted with UNRWA 
which is a study of the psychic 
health of children in Marka and 
Hussein refugee camps. 

Furthermore, the organization is 
offering subatanclal assistance 
and contribution to projects in the 
West Bank where Mr. Hammer- 
berg left following his visit to Jor- 
dan to inspect the organization's 
activities at schools, vocational 
training centres, handicapped in- 
stitutions. and day care centres in 
Jericho and Ramalla. 
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Iran’s forgotten new town wins acclaim 


By Sajld Rlzvi 


MARRAKESH. Morocco 
Shushtar was hailed as "a dream 
of a new town," until Iran's revolu- 
tion and war with Iraq broke that 
spell. The southwest Iranian town 
now lies hall-built and in neglect 
next to Its ancient cousin, both 
dangerously exposed to an inter- 
minable conflict. 

“We created a nucleus, a seed 
which we hoped would grow. Now 
it depends on who Is there to tend 
it." said Kamran Diba, the 
project's architect, now in exile. 

Shushtar New Town was 
conceived as a housing complex 
for sugar-cane workers and as a 
potential stimulus for the old town 
across the Shall I river in Khuzos- 
tnn province, now ravaged by war. 

Shushtar, lamed for its weavers 
of fine fabrics, is one of the oldest 
settlements in Khuzestan. In the 
fifth century n Nestorijn bishopric 
held sway there, followed by Arab, 
Mongol and (in, illy Persian rulers. 
The new town plan was unusual 
because it sought to bland with 
the old. Its main shopping mail 
was to be an extension of old 
Shushtar's main street across the 
river, with common stadium and 
bus terminal. 


mention in the 1986 awards an- 
nounced recently here. 

The new town responded to the 
needs of a growing community but 
sought to retain a traditional Ident- 
ity. 

Public buildings were grouped 
along a pedestrian boulevard, set 
at an angle to the grid, and clus- 
ters of one-and two-storey 

houses fell back along narrow and 
private alleys. 

The treeless streets encou- 
raged convergence towards the 
landscaped boulevard, designed 
as the focus of the community. 
Auto traffic was barred from the 
boulevard and the residential 

streets in the housing area, multi- 
functional rooms arranged around 
a courtyard were topped by roof 
terraces enclosed by decorative 
parapets for sleeping In Khuzes- 
tan s hot weather. 


has been overrun by squatters or 
refugees from the war. 

Dlba, a cousin of the Shah's wi- 
dow Farah, left Iran in the turmoil 
that preceded the family's down- 
fall. He said he would like to return 
to Iran but did know when, or how. 
What happened in Shushtar after 
the revolution and the outbreak of 
war reflected events in the build- 
ing industry of Ihe country, he 
said. 

“The revolutionaries thought 
there was some kind of economic 
magic In an architect's office. Ob- 


viously, there isn't, only pnv.ils 
and papers and an empty office. 

"They took over very eagerly, 
thought i( was a great asset, but 
when nothing happened they lost 
interest. The whole ofliur went, 
too. People who Worn running 
things previously loll Iran ••• ttn-ro 
was no reason to conlmin* 


some 

limit 


destroyed by war 




Dihn 


said he hooed P 
Ouvor nriii.'iit-fiin 'Bonyad^fe 
(Foundation farJLiv 

::r ' imd "■» 


"The whole thing iy like tin* his- 
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Mosaic tiles marked the en- 
trance to each of the 650 houses 
and enbelllshed street signs. The 
whole project would have been 
completed in 1985, but for the re- 
volution, Diba said. Now the area 
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“We didn't want to make it an 
industrial housing estate, so we 
stipulated sharing some 10 per 
cent of the old community," Diba 
said in an interview. 

So impressive was the new 
town's first phase, completed two 
years before the overthrow of 
Shah Mohammed Roza Pahlavi In 
1979, that the Aga Khan Award 
for Architecture decided belatedly 
lo honour it. Shushtar New Town 
was one of five international 
projects to receive an honourable 
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Architect Kamran Diba 
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* 8:30 Music Box 

1 930 Dad's Army, "My Bri- 
Ssh Buddy" 

■ 10:20 Feature Film. Se- 
cret Places," Starring. Maria- 
Dieres Relin and Tara Macgo- 
wan. 

Sunday 

■ 8:30 Who's The Boss 

. 1 0:io The Day the Universe 
Changed, "Infinitely Reason- 
able”: From 1550 on, science 
began to undermine the chu- 
idi-aanclioned Aristotelian 
doctrine of the universe, in 
which the sun and all the 
planets revolved around the 
earth. 

* 10:20 Magnum, "Way of 
Stalking Horse." 
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Iran s Shushtar new town, a ‘dream’ that was abandoned because of revolution and n 


Recovery after 1 1 years of lifelessness 

Shanwu a _:i i 


By Cal Shanwu 


MANY OPERATIONS on the brain 
have been performed at the Peo- 
ple s Liberation Army Air Force 
Hospital in Shijiazhuang, capital 
city of Hebei province in north 
China. Some have been easy, 
some difficult, but none as unu- 
sual as the one performed there 
on 21 July. This operation 
awakened a 12-year-old human 
vegetable from her tl years of 
misery, eight years in a coma. 

The interest in her case may 
also act as a warning to parents of 
young children who suffer head in- 
juries. Uncomfortable pressure or 
persisting headaches often do not 
develop for several weeks. By that 
time the offending blow to the ba- 
by’s head has faded from memory. 
Ironically, the baby cries but can 
not explain the location of its pain. 

The baby in this case is now 12 
years old. She is Xie Xlaoli. a na- 
tive of the provincial capital city, a 
pretty child with prominent fea- 
tures, a flawless complexion and a 
baby's guileless expression. She 
is 1.30 metres tall and only 23 ki- 
logramme in weight. Lying In her 
bed in Shijiazhuang Hospital, 
Xlaoli wore an embroidered pink 
dress as she listened to music. 
Reacting to sounds is a recent 
phenomenon for Ihe patient. 

Surgeon Zhang Runzeng, vice 
dean of the neurosurgical division 
of Ihe hospital, demonstrates his 
charge's newfound hearing ability 
by holding a radio first by her left 
ear, Ihen to her right. Xlaoli turns 
her head slowly to follow the mu- 
sic. Her remarkably improvement 
makes it difficult to recall that she 
was on Ihe brink of death when 
she came to the hospital a few 
months ago. 

"A I that time, her condition was 
not as good as a new-horn baby," 


says Zhang. He describes her 
body as curled up with arms bent, 
hands clenched in tight fists 
against her shoulders, and her 
legs folded up to her chest. Her 
joints were stiff, her spine arched 
backward and her head, thrown 
back, was unable to move. The fo- 
cus of her half closed eyes lin- 
gered lifelessly on one spot. 

She suffered from incontinence 
of feces and urine. She had no 
reaction at all to external stimula- 
tion. Her temperature usually re- 
mained at 38 degrees Celsius but 
could reach 40 degrees at times. 
To add to her miserable condition, 
the child was constantly harassed 
by spasms, sometimes occurring 
as often as every ten seconds. 

“Except for breathing, heart- 
beat. digestion and movement of 
the intestines, she had lost all 
other physical functions ol her 
body. She was a vegetative girl' 
who had no conclousness or 
sense perception,” explained Sur- 
geon Zhang, who performed the 
operation. 

For Xiaoll's father, a traffic po- 
liceman and her mother, a quality- 
control factory worker, the past 
11 years of Xiaoll's Illness was a 
long ordeal, testing the love they 
felt for their only child. The long 
struggle to free Xiaoli from the vi- 
cious illness became a nightmare 
that started with a seemingly un- 
important Incident. 

Xiaoli was a healthy baby, cute 
and clever, her mother recalls. 

When she was one, however, 
she fell off the ‘Kang’ In her home, 
a heatable brick bed used mainly 
In the north, especially by pea- 
sants. She developed a blood blis- 
ter on her head which her parents 


ter the incident, they noticed their 
daughter's intelligence and physi- 
cal ability began to decline. She 
often fell, but was still able to get 
up by herself. Later she could not 
gather enough strength to do so 
They recall that the sparkle in her 
eyes disappeared. She had diffi- 
culty opening her mouth to eat. let 
alone to speak. 

When she was four, she lost 
conciousness completely. The 
constant spasms also began, 
which caused her joints to stiffen 
and her limbs to fold in toward her 
body. Her temperature developed 
the 38-40 degrees Celsius pat- 
tern. 


To try to find a cure, Xiaoll’s 
parents took her to over a dozen 
big hospitals in Beijing. Shanghai, 
Tianjin, Shanxi, Henan and other 
places. They also saw many pri- 
vate doctors. Although the family’s 
income was small, they spent all 
their saving on medical care. 

Unfortunately, everyone ignored 
the injury Xlaoli had had on her 
head al age one. Therefore, the 
doctors did not explore the possi- 
bility of a haematoma, a tumor 
containing blood, uunder the mem- 
lha t envelopes the brain. In- 
x *5 .diagnoses blamed 

nS t p 1 y ' l 5 ra,n atr °P h y or Incom- 
plete development of cerebrum. 

Incorrect diagnoses de- 
nied Xlaoli s precious opportuni- 
ties for proper treatment. Her ill- 
ness just became worse. At one 
lime her parents prepared a coffin 

riProi hf S U i d forher ’ lowing me- 
bari ofiS? after a Particularly 
bsd series of spasms and high 



Xiaoli, In her mother’s arms, is attended by Dr R unZlfl! 
who performed the operation to lift her from 11 If 
of dormancy 



rer on her heap which her parents !°® 0,i ' s Paints heard 9n , d at °pped completely family. ner vous * 

treated with some herbs. The a noted surgeon, Dr Zhang „ h f [f2 ?5 ys later - ° n foe sixth day condition, *' a J CQ | function*'; 

However, about two months af- S 


After close attention to Xiaoli's 
symptoms and history, he and his 
assistant came to several impor- 
tant decisions. They said her 
spasms were not typical of an 
epileptic. She couldn't have an in- 
complete development of cer- 
ebrum because she was not born 
with the symptoms of that condi- 
I^J^I led them to the incident 
ol Xlaoli s injury as a baby. 

On 21 July, Zhang operated to 
remove the four-centimetre thick 
haematoma, coated with a thick 
JS foW fibrous membrane. The 
effect of the three-hour operation 
w&s almost immediate. 

By the second day afterwards, 
Xlaoli s temperature became nor- 

vfiirJ° r u th0 first t,me in ei Q ht 
Her J s P asma reduced in 

and st °pped completely 


Xiaoli's locomotive Wjjjj 
coming back. loo. Three 
ter the operation, she 


ter the operation, ~~ v- jnj. , ®30 Three’s Comoanv 

move her stiffened ! be^f & Africans! Episode 

joints loosened up end sW shnuin *iruu . 

to stretch out. 


Her mealtime 


agonies * 

eat iwf 


over. She can now eat 
ririno nr noodles ahd 


ridge or noodles aro 
about 15 minutes. Shefl ^ 
kilogramme of weight flv 
ter the operation. 

she has; 


"The chief reason sne^f 

covered so fast is 


young," remarked Liu 
army neurosurgical exPJ*! o) 
studying the rehabNitatio ^ 

girl. "The fact that 

not become completely h0 0 , , 
to the careful nurs i J ^ 

ly. Judging from ^ 

iition, Xlaoli s nervOjJ 


Monday 

■ 8.30 Executive Stress: The 
strain's beginning lo tell on Do- 
nald, having to work alongside 
his wile, and pretend he's 
never met her before! 

* 9:10 Rage of Angles, part 
4; As Jennifer grieves over her 
injured son, she Is paid a surpr- 
ise visit from the Marcheoa 
Allabrandia — and finds her- 
self having a reunion with her 
long-lost mother. Back in Am- 
erica, Jennifer has a brief and 
waullful seashore rendezvous 
with Adam- 



to Knuckleberries. Fred finds 
out that Leslie has acquired all 
the Strove's estates. 


French Programme 
Saturday 


* 6:00 The Educational Pro- 
gramme "Entree Libre," Eps. 
15 

* 6:30 L'archeologie 
Francalse, A Documentary pro- 
gramme on Man Kind In Africa 
and South of France 

* 7:00 The News In French 

* 7:15 Series "La Vallee Das 
Peupliers," Eps. 47 Part 1 


Sunday 


* 5:20 Telefilm "Julien Fon- 
tanes Magistral," Detective 
Film 

' 7:00 The News In French 

* 7:15 Serie: "La Vallee Des 
Peupliers," Eps. 47. Part 2 


* '&20 Frenso, the second 
« ihe mini-series,: "Frenso" 
J* sprawling sage of two fnrnl- 
the Canes and the Kuus- 
la a six-hour minl- 
exploding with nil the 
and rower one would 
in Ihe exciting and fn- 
world o! the raisfn- 

■Tuesday 

jlyjf* Decroar.ii ig Clr- 
JB- Marlin and his wife Ann's 

HS.J 1*% n psychuliilrist 

S Q rW ln toa,udy A »»‘« 

■.^our.but soon Martin d i»i- 
25 that 1,0 himself is tho 


Robert Mitchum and Virginia 
Madsen in The Hearst & 
Davies Affair, Thursday 
at 10:20 

differ in their attitudes to crime 
and punishment. In Ghana, 
people's tribunals are replacing 
Western-style courts, espe- 
cially lor charges of economic 
sabolago. 

* 10:20 Best Seller "Captain 
and tho Kings", port 3 


Monday 

6:00 Documentary "L'aube 


Des Hommes," The Develop- 
ment of man this week: "Man’s 
Use of Fire" 

4 7:00 The News In French 
4 7:15 Weekly Sports Maga- 
zine 


Tuesday 


4 6:00 Moliere, Eps. 1, A 
serie on the famous French 
writer Moliere 

4 7:00 The News In French 
4 7:15 French Varieties 


Thursday 

Paul Daniok 


Magic 


'10?ni he ? ol3,,&r 

Wb7-rJm? S llrltl Arm ' epi - 
and hig . ™J y Ma J° r Gallagher 
South f S manaQe t0 reach 
Qnd contact tho 

tot J J® 0 * 1 8 Gorman com- 
&im sni8, 00 aome 8ecr ®l do- 


4 fi:30 
SI iow 

*9:10 Romlngton Stculo. "III- 
ustriiliKl Stool." 

4 10:20 Feature Filrn.' Ttm 
llonrst and Davies Affair" Slar- 
rintj' Moborl RT Mitchum, Virgi- 
nia Mrulson, Fritz WoRvcr, Do- 
ris Ikilack. William Randolph 
I loarat ... nowspnpor mogul ... 
unij)ire buildor ... cinu ul the 
moat lenred and ttdinirud men 
of his time. Marlon Davies ... n 
chorus girl in tho Zelgteld Foll- 
ies of 1916. still a child. Their 
strange romance was destined 
to become a whispored Bcan- 
dal that lasted 35 years! 


Wednesday 

4 6.00 Des Chlffres Et Des 
Lettres, A game show pro- 
gramme using letters and num- 
bers 

4 6:30 L'ecOle Des Fans: A 
children's programme this 
week's guest is the French sin- 
ger "Charles Aznavour" 

* 7:.0Q The News In French 

* 7:15 Aujourd'hui En Jorda- 
nie 

Thursday 

4 5:30 Champs Elysees: A 
variety programme presented 
by Michel Drucker. This week's 
guest, the singers: Annie 

Nana Mouscourl and 


Friday 


^dnesday 


feting VBliiS 0 **! 10 0,ten Con_ 

2 ■ la,am| '' — * 
c *J8lomary law 


often 


• 8:30 Throb 

4 9: 10 Falcon Crest., "Taran- 
tella" 

4 10:20 Paradise Postponed, 
"Enigma Variations," episode 
8: Leslie Titmuss 19 elected as 
MP for Hartscombe. Dr Salter 
dies. AgneB finally leaves 
Henry. Fred's relationship with 
Mrs. Wlckstead is over. Leslie 
tells Charlotte that Nicky will go 


Cordy. 

Sylvie Vartan. 

* 7:00 The News In French 

* 7:15 Series: "La Vallee 
Des Peupliers," Eps. 48, Part 1 


Friday 

4 5:20 Assasins Et Voleurs: 
French feature film directed by 
Sacha Guitry Starring: Michel 
Serrault , _ . 

• 7:00 The News In French 

* 7:15 Serie: "La Vallee Des 
Peupliers," Eps. 48, part 2 


Ascribe to The Star and fill up your days with good stuff... 

Subscription rates are as follows: 


X 


Roglon 

One year 

Six months 

Arab countries' 

U5S 60 

US$35 

European & African Countries 

USS 90 

US$ 50 

°S, Japan, USSR & Others 

USS 130 

USS 65 


n™ Claaa Mall. Send bank drafts to Th. Star. P.O. Bax Ml. Amman-Jordan. 


3 ferii$alfin j&tar 



Programme Highlights For Week Beginning 
Saturday, 14 February 1987 


MUSICIAN OF WORDS: ALEXANDER PUSHKIN: The first 
of two programmes looking at the life and work of the 
19th century Russian poet, dramatist and prose writer 
who died in a duel — 150 years ago. For many, Pushkin 
is known through the musical settings of his prose and 
verse. Indeed, some of the poems have been compared to 
Mozart's music. The programmes are presented by BBC 
World Service's Miriam Newman. Excerpts from Tchaikov- 
sky's opera Eugene Onegin, based on a Pushkin story, 
are featured In next week's Concert Hall. 



SATURDAY SPECIAL: No fewer than eight sports feature 
in this week’s bumper edition of BBC World Service's 
weekly sports magazine. Besides coverage of cricket 
from New Zealand and of the Australian Masters golf 
tournament in Huntlngdale, United States, there's racing 
from Newbury, England; football in England and Scotland; 
coverage of the European Indoor Atheletlcs Champion- 
ships in France; Rugby League: the Embassy World Sin- 
gles Bowls Championship and the Virginia Slims tennis 
tournament in Florida. 


RELIGIOUS SERVICE: The weekly act of worship comes 
this week from St Patrick's Missionary Society, Co. Wick- 
low, Irish Republic, and is led by Father Billy Fitzgerald. 


KINGS OF SWING: Classic tracks by the top swing 
bands, presented by Malcolm Laycock. This week's fea- 
tured artist is Tommy Dorsey. 


RECORDING OF THE WEEK: This week's guest presen- 
ter, the British choreographer Gillian Lynne, chooses a 
newly-issued compact disc of music by Ravel, played by 
the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, conducted by Andre 
Previn. 


Saturday 14/2/1987 

* 16:30 Saturday Special 
4 17:15 Saturday Special 

* 18:15 Saturday Special 
4 19:01 Saturday Special 
4 23:15 Kings of Swing 


Sunday 15/2/1987 


Monday 16/2/1987 
* 17:45 Kings of Swing 
‘ 07:45 Recording of The 
Week 

Tuesday 17/2/1987 

4 11:45 Kings of Swing 
4 15:45 Recording of The 
Week 


4 12:30 Religious Service 
4 18:15 Musician of 

Words: Alexander Pushkin 


Thursday 19/2/1987 

05:30 Musician of 
Words: Alexander Pushkin 
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ACROSS 


9 Last of many lo put the 
men off®. 

LO Singularly small amount 
or sea air? (3). 

11 Author of 22 across is In 
a lot, take note <7>- 

12 Com pa hi on vessel gels 
journalist agitated (7i. 

3 

in Arthur's queen (5). 

14 Author of 23 across 22 
across 24, a man on the 
road to China? (9>. 

IB Sailor, thus encountered 
at a USSR exhibition, 
diplays bird's shank- 
bone <I5J- 

IS. 7 Comment on Byron 
suggests a little misquo- 
tation from Pope (9, 2, 4). 

21 Author of 13 8 1 23 
across 22 across 24 
sounds complete (5). 

22 Model students embrace 
barmaid at Edmonton 
pub (3, 4). 

23 Uocior in class? (3, 4). 

24 Taxes on bars? (5). 

25 Retired writers: I've got 
one right (9). 


DOWN 


1 Having spoken violently 
1 mend fault, perhaps 
( 10 ). 

2 Favourable judge with a 
very quiet dog? 18). 

3 Routed a round shout 
way? LSI. 

4 Not far to island (4). 

5 Man and fellow-member 
in news agency; it has its 
points (3. 7). 

6 Shakespeare hero's 
mother is nearly all the 
book In a mess (8). 

7 See 19. 

8 Essex town in short dis- 
patch (4). 

14 Holy character with her 
holy pig? 110 ). 

15 When the last sun rose 


puzzles 


jros^vordj 

■■■■■■■■a ■•■■■■ 
■ ■■■■■■■ 
mmmmmmm hhm« 
■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 
Hill! HIHHIII 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 
HMUaMHHIHU 


■ ■ ■ ■ 


you call gold between 


poles ( 10 ). 

17 it's taken In one’s arm- 
chair, by Cantonese as 
English (4, 4U 

18 Wordsworth's glorious 
birth from hens in U.S. 
ta». 

20 Tiece or pine in 5 ( 6 ). 

21 North Australian natu- 
ralist? ( 6 ). 

22 Archbishop in a skirt? 
C4>. 

23 Basis for tender (4). 


Solution 


□ aia.nnona 
a'naanmom unaan 
b q a 0 □ a a d 
□□□ aaaa □□curjciaQ 

□ □ □ a □ q 
□□□□□ aciannaacia 

□ □ a □ n n 

□□□□□□aaaaaaDQa 

□ ana on 
□□□□□□□□□ □□□□□ 

□ □ 0 n □ □ 

aaaaaHB aaaaciQa 

□ HaaaaaE 
aaaan □□□□□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□on 


JUNIOR X-WORD 



CLUES ACROSS.— d. Multitude, fl, Nolsv. 7, 
Foreign currency unit. 8 . Untamed horw. li. 
Qi-rman songs 14. Snow runners. 16. Banner. 
I ft. Pr-bplt- 

CLIIES DOWN. — 1 , . Thick -end<*U stick 2 
System ol unarmed torn bat, 4 . Distant. 6 'Bins 
with trills. B. Type 0 f firework. 10 . Famous British 
udmlrnl 12. Uninteresting. .13. Old pieces of cloth . 

SOLUTION 

ACROSS. — 3. Orowd. B. Loud. 7. Mark. 8 
Bronro 11. Liedur. 14. Skis. 16. ping. 16 . Slone. 


DOWN.— I. Club. 2. Judo 4. Remote. 5. Will-bit'. 
B. Racket. 10, Nelson. 12. Dull. 18. Rugs 


TARGET 

The 

EXPRESS 
Word Game. 


0 

HI 

H 

0 

T 

R 

0 

H 


Intimate Starcasts 


Chess 



■£«! 
zmwml 

warn 

in 


Wlilti* milli-.H In iwn inovi-s 
iig.ilitst Hiiy di*li , !ii-«* ■ hv t' 

taansllrlii. FlDK iir.i/i 

Com Ins Mu usdi'lrl . Ilntn Ill's 
best ever problem rumimM-i 
won h Ituiriiunimil prise with 
this cleg, ml pu'/.zli' si iicl sin ■ 
prise solullui). Very feu- 
ptnjora would lilt on Whiten 
key move In u an me uciuiih 
the board. 

Britain's rising chess tUra 
Compete itl H ighbii 1 y th | ■, 
weekend In the Uoyds Uunk 
under-18 anti under- 14 Eng- 
land squint championships 
There arc nl30 national title 
competitions for girls. Winners 
receive trophies, cash awards, 
and invitations to major adult 
events In l.nndon and 
Guernsey. 

Chess 

solution 

I K-~K5 ( threat 2 R—QBlti, 
<?— Kt? c/r: 2 Kt—B3, or t 
Q-RJ4 Ch; 2 K( — B5, or 1/ 
Q — fti oh; 3 Kt — Q6, or it 
OnM' j q t bt. or ij o-..- 
«M.‘ IM, or if 
2 h"*38. 


UUW iiiiiii) nurd* of four 
** letters or mure ran rmi 
make Irani the letters shown 
hern? in making a word. fai-Ii 
I rttrr iivij be dhhiI once onl). 
Knell word Dual run tain I he 
large letter, anil there most tin 
at least one liMrller word in 
Dip. lint. No plural* ; nn foreign 
woriiK ; no nmiipr utuut-K. 
TODAY'S TAHtiKj' • an w.irilK. 
good : 2<l Horilr,. vary Koud : 28 
worth, axcdltenl. 

Solullmi VnrumTuw 


mtlTIUN : 

Ante aunt nyenun eaten nluanf 
eliwut am noi nmh m*nl. 
tttnlnal KYmrilAM .V Inn* 
lateen tali'** Iran Imnt Imaw 
lent levant Intuitu limn juivr 
navel imty neat neallr nelly 
null fnnn ulnn unlay vane 
vaunt renal veanllj vent 
mm muh. 


.v A* .'*<« 


• •• 

-mmi 

■1 v-SkUFdl 


mm 


\ 


Nnrlh 
f 8 6 

v Q s 3 

o fl 5 2 

* J 9 fl 8 J 

IVr-l pjji 

I ' K ID 3 4 J 9 i | 

' !l ' .1 8 4 

■: Id ■» :t OKU 

* A V !» 1 A 3 43 

■Saulh 

♦ <i 7 ? 

' A K »li« 

> A Q 9 

A K 

Dealer Weal. N-S ndnmfi 
Tills de:il Is from the t» , 
■ »f the Spring Fouise- 
•1 bout two nty years ago. In 
’K.isi at one table ioj r t 
jMitiicr. Boris Mu«i 
opened One Club. Thu’i; 
parsed round to South. 11 
doubled. North pa<«i r 
penalties, and as I wit 
iik- 11 L nil sure of lmpr.r 
the contrast, 1 paiii i. 
■North led a heart and c 
play went well lor ~ 
declarer, why could Mii 
prevented Trom makins : 
trunip l rick- s twospJdsi 
:i diamond. 

■This .seemed a fair it. 
but we didn't expert kf. 
up 1 *J match points. Thin 
thi; hlridln? at tlx a: 
table, where Rlxl Marcus t 
the South cards • J 


North Ed 


Advertise In 


R 


All otrices: P.O. ^ 691 
Amman — Jord ®2, n -is 
el: 664153/4, J gW 
Telex: 21392, MEDIA JO 


ARIES — 21 March-20 April 

Nothing will be quite straightforward |uat now. 

You must concentrate on essentials and not 
allow yourself to be distracted. You should avoid 
excessive exposure to sunlight. Avoid living only 
for I he moment. You win gat on better with Leo 
; 4 hd Scorpio than with Sagittarius and Aquarius. 

TAURUS — 21 Aprll-20 May 

You should avoid extremes at both ends of the 
scale. This also applies to expenditure: be neither 
mean nor extravagant. You win be able to see 
things In a new light. You should ensure that you 
do not do anything lo upset the harmony with 
ypur partner. You wlH get on better with Ubra end 
Sagittarius than with Leo and Aquarius. 

GEMINI — 21 May-21 June 

You Should make sure that you do not neglect 
an old friend. Avoid saying one thing and I ben do- 
ing another. II you are relying on luck lo get you 
out of trouble you are making a grave mistake. Do You should lake soma time oU to reflect on the 
not lake any chances with your health either. You situation you are In. Beware of doInQ anythino too 
will get on better wltti Leo and Ubra than with much out ol the. ordinary. You will tend to leave 
Sagittarius and Places. 


You should not allow a small family quarrel to be- 
come bitter. You will not be quite satisfied with 
the results you obtain, but they will have to do. 
You should economize particularly on those petty 
expencKturea on trivialities. You will get on better 
with Scorpio and Sagittarius than with Libra, and 
Capricorn. 

LEO — 22 June-21 August 


You should try to avoid eating so much that 
you have to go on a diet. You should not altoge- 
ther neglect what is not oi vital Importance. If you 
ere generous you w|N find ample compensations. 
You still have a lot lo learn and you should make 
the effort to do so. You will get on better with 
Ubra and Sagittarius than with Scorpio end Aqua- 
rius. 


VIRGO — 22 August-21 September 


sure you do not enter into a commitment you will 
find It difficult If not impossible to meet. You 
should do your beet to be consistent and you 
should avoid having to eat your words. There le 
nothing to be gained by being Jealous or envious. 
You wiH get on better with Sagittarius and Aqua- 
rius than with Capricorn and Arles. 

SCORPIO — 23 October-21 November 


all aa it should be and you w I hf v wS? J 
economy measures. You will 0 al 
Pisces and Leo than with Libra, 

AQUARIUS — 21 January-18 ^ 


CANCER — 22 June-21 July 


You should not place too much reliance on 
what someone said on the spur of the moment. 
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much out ol the. ordinary. You will tend to leave 
things half unfinished, at tendency to be combat- 
ted. Remember that ‘saving' ihoney by akbplng 
On essential repairs Is (alee economy. You wnl 
get -bn better wBtv Scorpio and Capricorn than 
with Sagittarius- 

LIBRA — 22 September-22 October , 
You should avoid wasting' your energies. Make 


You will And it a nttle more difficult to make up 
your mind. Make sure your partner agrees, or at 
toast does not disagree, with what you are doing. 
You should avoid betraying a confidence, but you 
should not be secretive either. You will have a 
!? ? a 5 9 up fof a P® at ommie- 

a, aka ft L You wil1 3®* 00 b ®** er w*** 1 
Capricorn and Pisces than with Aquarius 'and Leo. 

SAGITTARIUS — 22 November-20 
December 

You will be able to Improve your financial skua' 

belter with Aquarius and Aries than with pS»s. 
CAPRICORN — 21 December-20 January 

wsi ki' 2 l have a fl r80t0r iertae of belonging and 

Sg 5 ! Kn 0 f^!l? a 2 » You i private Hf 0 wll? also 
J®*." turn for the better. You should not aHnw 

^SSS^S£a v!l ath J? ly 8mal1 matter upset 
your peace of mind. Your flnandal state la Hot at 


it would not do you any harm tob j 
generou9 both in material matte* 

You should take a new look at a ^ 
stilt far Irom satisfactory. \ ou ,I"UV 
drawing too much attention *° yen ' 1 

too hard on an old colloaflue w^h ' 
had a disagreement. You 9®. *5* 
Aries and Ubra than with Leo and 

PISCES — 19 February-20 Ma _^ 

You will have to work really h^ ^ 
meet a commitment by th® JJJJ 
do eo. You should not be quite ^ 
you should avoid being loo 
more tolerance towards a ■ 0 \>xif 

sure you do not make a nujs^n ^ JjW 
do not let others be a ih^i# s 

get on better with Leo and lot h 

PREVIEW FOR THOSE BORN tH,S J 

Yqu will get on well with 
you too make an effort to do 
steps to avoid your impul^yenewvj,^ 
■hand. You must set yourseH iflm® 
gaged in a fascinating hobW ® 
not lose any aleep beoaini s °* ■ ^ » 
make a request whtah might ^ 

barraasing' situation If . ra ,Ji®?uMtsnl^ t 
oount on your Income rising B 
coming year. . 
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